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TO 

THE HONOURABLE 
LADY ANNE MARGARET GRANT 
OF GRANT. 

MADAM, 

It %8 with sincere feelings diffidence thai the 
writer tJte JbOawing Uttle Sketches ventures, 
in this manner, to place his imperfect perform- 
ance under the Pa^onage ymr Ladyship's 
name. FanUy, hofwever^ as his gleanings may 
he, in aUterary point of view, they may perhaps, 
nevertheless, afford an hour's agreeable pastime 
to those amiable andbsnevoleHt characters, whose 
hearts, however much elevated in station above 
the ^here of t^ humble cottage, yet love tostudy 
and contemplate the romance filings and prvmir- 
h 
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five manners of its lowly inJuMtants. From the 
cmcient and venerable CasUe of your Forefathers^ 
your eye can behold mmiy a neat a/nd comfbrtcMe 
cottage^ around the hearth of which the Utile 
stories recorded in the following pages are often 
told ; and those iitfdy seems of innocent amuse- 
ments attempted to be pourtrayedy are occasionally 
acted. To the Family ^Ghant, those scenes (f 
rural conviviality anumgst their dependants must 
he particufarly interesting^ iftheyhnow how much 
the mention of their names, and the praise of 
iheir virtties, are blended with their celebration. 

ft is true. Madam, the fttttmcH thivtdry of 
FeuiSdlOlamhip has now almost wfuMy decayed^ 
wi^ ike interesting ingtOu^ions which gave rise 
to it' But fftere is stitt a magic chain of connec- 
timt^)tWAf^1ji^tBDi$^ and his 

CUen, which cM ike lam of Legislation, and aX 
ike Isolations tfUme, sheM never be abk to^- 
sdht;^^ chain originatty Jbrged, and daSy ri- 
vnKt^A, by peeterwd acts 6f generosity on the part 
of^he Ofti^ ^and ntibatmded trttachmmt an the 
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pari qfthe Clan. Of this inviolable attachmtnty 
the sons of the Spey^ on a late occasion^ pectdiar^ 
Jy momentous to your Ladyship and an amiable 
Sister f exhibited a m>emorable proof to the world. 

That your Ladyship may be long spared to 
exercise those rare virtues of heart, which so emi- 
nently distinguished your much revered Parents, 
and which are so happily inherited by their iUuS' 
irious Offsprings shaU always be the sincere pray* 

Your Ladyship* s 

Most devoted^ humble Servant, 
W. GRANT STEWART. 

Ccngath, Strathspey, \ 
December, 1832. / 



PREFACE. 



No part of the United Kingdom has of late 
years attracted a greater portion of public ittten- 
tion than the Highlands of Scotland. Formerly 
isolated as the inhabitants were from their fellow 
subjects, by a different language and separate 
interests, their character was but little known 
and less admired. Devoted to their chiefs and 
feudal institutions, they entertained a sovereign 
contempt for their neighbours; and, in their 
occasional intercourse with them, displayed feel- 
ings and manners little calculated to gain confi- 
dence or secure esteem. 

But when the Rebellion in 1746, and its con- 
sequences, nearly annihilated feudal power, and 
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broke down the wall of partition, by which the 
mountaineer was so long divided from the inha- 
bitant of the plain, a new light was reflected 
upon his manners and habits. The gradual 
establishment of commercial and friendly rela* 
tions with the inhabitants of other countries, ac- 
celerated the decay of mutual prejudices ; and 
the virtues of the Highlander, which were pre- 
viously reserved for home consumption, were 
now duly appreciated by the world. He no 
longer appeared the rude and unprincii^ed de- 
predator, but the generous and disinterested 
character, whose romantic and chivalrous habits 
were rendered peculiarly interesting, as the re- 
mains of those boldly defined virtues wloch dis- 
tinguished our primitive mcestarn. According- 
ly, the genius of the age became speedily alive 
to the importance of so novel and interesting a 
character, Shapmg its course to the Highland 
mountains, it discovered among their unexplor- 
ed recesses, those plentiful materials, on which 
are founded some of the most splendid works 
which adorn the circle of British literature. 



Ncnr have aU ^noae Biipevstnietures yet ex- 
hausted so fertile a mine. NotwithstandtBg all 
the research that has been employed in tracing 
the cu^gin, and delineating the manners of the 
inhabitants, and the manyingenious descriptions 
we have bad of their local scenery, th^:e are 
sdll many hidden treasures left for discovery, 
which presently languish in obscurity. This 
observation applies with great truth to thoise 
more remote and romantic regions which, from 
their secluded situa^dons, have been long inac- 
cessible to the approach of learning and genius ; 
and where the native inhabitants, from want of 
intcFCourse with their more refined and effemi- 
nate countrymen, are the true representatives of 
our ancient forefathers in their various feelings 
and habits. 

Of the mamiers and character of this noble 
and poetic race of mountaineers, little is known 
further than what may be collected from the 
manners of their contemporaries, in more acces- 
sible parts of the country; and it yet remains 
for the Great Uhknowth or one possessing some 
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share of his pre-eminent abilities, to paint thar 
character in its genuine colours. The great de- 
fect which eq)ecially exists in the delineation of 
the Highlander's superstitions, becomes pecu- 
liarly apparent to one, who has an opportunity 
of inyestigatmg those relics of the less polished 
ages of the world, as they are still exhibited in 
the habits of the people of whom we are writing. 
Many of the more prominent and common fea- 
tures of this branch of our national peculiarities 
have, indeed, been long ago celebrated by the 
pens of tne immortal Bqms, Ramsay, Sir 
Walter Sclott, and others of less note, while 
much light has been lately thrown on the gene- 
ral character of the Scottish Highlander, by the 
ingenious Mrs Grant of Laggan, and the gallant 
Colonel Stewart of Garth ; but the more inter- 
esting and latent peculiarities have been left to 
expire in the dark. The want of a complete 
and systematic account of the Highland and 
Scottish Superstitions, is a desideratum in our 
national literature, which the philosophic mind 
will readily regret; and this regret will be 



die more sinoere on reflecting, that, from the 
fading aspects those interesting relics bare now 
assumed, it is a desideratum which, in the 
course of a few years, cannot be supplied. The 
decline of popular romance is keeping pace with 
the progress of knowledge and civilization,—- 
which, as they illumine the unenlightened mind, 
lypen it to the folly of its prejudices ; and thus 
the time is hastening its approach, when the na^ 
tives of our remotest glens shall be no longer in* 
q[Hred with reverence for the fairy turret, nor 
shall their social' circle be contracted by the 
frightful tale. 

Far be it, however, from the writer of these 
pages to wish the reign of superstition prolong- 
ed. But, while he would hful with delight, the 
total extirpation of every prejudice tending to 
enslave the mental energy of the noble Gad, 
he would as ardently desire their perpetuation 
on the page of history, as his ancient peculiari- 
ties. Divested as they will soon be of their 
formidable character, we would preserve them 
as the most ancient relics we could transmit to 
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otir posterity, to wiMnm, in the couise of a tew 
ceoluries, they may appear as preposlerous a»d 
iocredible, as the Poems of Ossian, do &ow, to 
the mcare sceptical part of the present g^io^a^ 
tion; 

It was not, however, the writer*s craviction of 
the utility of such a work ai^ diis alone, that in*- ^ 
dueed him to undertake a task for which, he is 
ti&sady he will be found to have been ill quali« 
fied. A consideraUe time ago, an impaired state* 
of health rendered it necessary for him to aban^ 
don his professional labours for a time, and to 
retire from the metropolis to the place of his na« 
tirity. The lassitude of mind consequent on a 
total remission from all employment, induced 
hkn to seek some rational source of amusement ; 
and the idea of investigating the opinions and 
eiMtoms of his countrymen> was suggested to hkn 
by various circumstances, as likely to afford in* 
fitsuc^ion as well as entertainment. His op- 
portunities were most ample, and his task, of 
> course, eomparatively . easy> Surrounded by 
the most original, brave, and ingenuous class of 
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Higfakndefs existing, and "poeeetmg conadenk. 
He knowkc^ of tbdr language and mmntn, 
the writer found it no difficult matter to beeome 
cottipletely acquainted with tUeir prejudices and 
habits. By visiting the most celebri^;ed profes- 
sors of traditional lore in the district, he speedi- 
ly acquired not only a fundamental knowledge 
of die reigning principles of superstition, bul 
iibewise an inexhaustible ^ore of tales and tnu. 
ditions« And by minting occasionally with the 
peasantry in their puMic and private festivities^ 
he was enaUed, from, personal observation, to 
dtaw faithful portraits of those scenes of mirth 
nod festivity, for which the inhabitants are so 
eminently distingutsAied. The result of his ob- 
servations afforded him so much s^sfacUon, 
that he thought it worth while, from time ta 
time, to commit tla^d particulars, to paper,— ^Bot 
with the view of urging them on the puUic, 
but for his own private amusem^. Of late, 
however, die increasing avidity wiA. which txaks 
of die Highland Superstitions have been received, 
asdevdbped in the tales of t^e day, suggested to 
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him the idea of submitting bis gleanings to the 
public, in the form of a detailed account of the 
Superstitions and Festivities of the Highlanders 
of Scotland ; and he hopes, however defective 
may be its execution, the design is not altoge^ 
ther unworthy of public patronage. 

To arrange his gleanings in a connected aftd 
systematic order, was an undertaking far more 
tedious than the collection of them. The traits 
of Highland superstition are of so various and 
heterogeneous a character, that it appeared al- 
most whoUy impracticable to connect and digest 
th^ into the form of a connected narrative ; 
and yet, in any other shape, they would neces- 
sarily lose much of the interest which they pos- 
sess in their present form. Sensible of this, he 
has endeavoured, to the best of his ability, to 
arrange the different traits under their proper 
heads, in the most systematic and connected man- 
ner practicable, without introducing extraneous 
matter, which would not only destroy the native 
complexion of the subject, but also swell die li- 
mits of the work. By excludmg solemn disserta- 
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tion from such ludicrous relations as the follow- 
ing, he has been enabled to compress many par- 
ticulars into little space, while his delineations 
possess a greater degree of truth and fidelity. 
To illustrate the various traits set forth, the 
writer has interspersed his delineations with a 
collection of the most popular tales of the day. 
These tales, whether they be the creation of the 
imagination, or the offspring of die credulity of 
their own ori^nal authors, cannot now fail to in- 
terest the philosopher or the antiquary, while 
they may amuse the less profound. For, ut- 
terly destitute of all probability, and broadly 
ludicrous as they may appear to the polished 
reader, they are, nevertheless, those interesting 
channels, by which the feelings and habits of our 
earliest forefathers have been kept alive, and 
transmitted down through so many changeful 
ages^ to dieir posterity of the present day. 

The length of those primitive relations is ne- 
cessarily much abridged, but a strict regard has 
been had to their original style and phraseology. 
The language is almost entirely borrowed from 
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the ittoutli of the Hi^and oftrrtUMr^ md iraas- 
laced, tt n luqped, mamaniierfioniiipleanduii- 
varnidbed, as to be perfectly intelligible to the 
capacity of the peasant, tor whoee fireside ^itcff- 
taiament this little rolume may, periiaps, he pe- 
culaariy adapted. 
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HIGHLAND SUPERSTITIONS. 



PART I. 



The gleaming path of the steel winds through the 
gloomy ghost. The form fell shapeless into air, like 
a column of smoke which the stafip of the hoy disturbs 
as it rises from the half-extinguished furnace." 

086IAK. 



THE 

HIGHLAND SUPERSTITIONS. 



CHAP. I. 

Ctfthe Highland Ghosts in General. 

Of whatever country, staUon, or character 
the reader may be, we presume it will be unne- 
cessary for us, cm diis our outset, to intrude 
upon his time by entering into a logical definition 
of the term Ghost. There is perhaps no nation 
or clime, from California to Japan, where that 
very andent and fantastic race of beings call- 
ed Ghosts, is not, under different terms, and 
diflTerent characters, more or 1^ fanuliar to the 



4 H£6RLANB SUPERSTITIONS. 



inhabitants. We do not mean, however, to follow 
this fleeting race of patriarchs throughout their 
wide course of wandering and colonization from 
the beginning of time to the present day— as, in 
all likelihood, our research would turn out equal- 
ly arduous and unprofitable; we confine our 
lucubrations to the colony of th^ trib«, which, 
from time immemorial, have settled themselves 
among the inhabitants of the Highland Moim- 
tains. 

Be it known then to the reader, that, so early 
as the days of Ossian, the son of Fingal, and ever 
since, ghosts have been, at. all tiinesi a plenti- 
ful commodity among the hills of Caledonia. 
Every native Highlander haB>allied'to him, fVom 
his birth, one of tb^ee siry beings^ in the cha- 
"^raoer of an auxiliary or heipmatei ttho continuesr 
hi» companion, n0t only during all the days of 
the Highlandei^s life, btit also f(»r an ind^nite 
period of time afltor his^ decease* It will be rea- 
dily believed, tiiBl' thk aneient class of our 
mountaineers oamiot h^e descended through so 
many cbanf^l ages of the wcnrld^ without ahar^ 
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ingj in some nuMure, those revolotioiis of man- 
nen and habits, to which all classed and com- 
mumties'i^ peojde are equally liable. According, 
ly, the ghost hat iuffisied -as gpe«t a degeneracy 
from that tatifis^ bf-pereoD, ami chivalpy of Ka- 
bks; whioh anciently cBstinguished the primitive 
inhabitants of Caledoniai as his mortal contempo- 
rary^ wixu VtHiVe the present puny, green, 
wMn^ten ^effigies that now^-a^days stalk about 
our prelmses, and, like the caineleon, feed upon 
the air, ihe amAeat race of Highland ghosts were 
s set of itout, histy; sociable ghosts, ^^astaUcaa 
pme, andiwbroad as a housed Differing widely 
in ' hfft habits from those of bis posterity, the 
. ghost of tthtiqiaty would enter the habitation of 
Hia]i,descanta lee^long night upon the news of the 
tinses, lintil the kmg-wished^for supper was 
once prepared, when this pattern of frankness 
and good' Hving' wbohl invite himself to the 
taUei 'and '<h>'as much justice tp a bicker of 
Highland crowdieas.his earthly oontemporaties. 
Isdi^ed^ if 'all. tales be true, many oentttries are 
not .^lajpsed tidoe those social practices of the 



6 HIGHLAND SUPERSTITIONS. 

ghostis' of the day proved an eminent p^t to so- 
ciety. With voracious appetites, those greedy 
gormandizers were in the hal^it of visiting the 
humble hamlets, where superabundance of store 
seldom resided, and of ravishing from the grasp 
of a starving progeny the meagre fare allotted 
to their support. 

Beyond their personal attractions, however, 
it is believed, they displayed few enviable quali- 
ties — for, beades their continual depredations on 
the goods and chattels of the adjacent hamlets, 
they were ill-natured and cruel, and cared not a 
spittle for woman or child. The truth of this 
remark is well exemplified in the Wstory of two 
celebrated ghosts, who " once upon a time'" lived, 
or rather existed, in the Wilds of Craig-Aul- 
naic, a romantic place in the district of Strath-? 
down, Ban£&hire. The one was a male and the 
other a female. The male was called Fkua 
Mhoir Bein Jfa^fiacj after one o£ the mount^s 
of Glenavon, where at one time he resided ; and 
the female was called Clashnichd Aulnaic, from 
h&r having had her abode in Craig«Aufaudc^ 
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But, although the great ghost of fien-Baynac 
was bound, by the common ties of nature and of 
honour, to protect and cherish his* weaker com- 
panion, Clashnichd Atdnaicy yet he often treated 
her. in the most cruel and unfeeling manner. In 
the dead of night, when the surrounding ham« 
lets were buried in deep repose, and when no- 
thing else disturbed the solemn stillness of the 
midnight scene, "oft,*' says our narrator, would 
the shrill shrieks of poor Clashnichd burst upon 
the slumberers** ears, and awake him to any thing 
but pleasant reflections.'" 

But of 1^11 those who were incommoded by the 
noisy and unseemly quarrels of these two ghosts, 
James Owre or Gray, the tenant of the farm of 
Balbig of Delnabo, was the greatest sufferer, 
from the proximity of his abode to their haunts, 
it was the misfortune of himself and family to 
be the nightly audience of Clashnichd^s cries and 
lamentations, which they considered any thing 
but agreeable entertainment. 
: . One day as James Gray was on his rounds 
liking after his sheep, he happened to fall in 
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with Claahnichd, tlie Ghost of Aubiokj with 
tvhbm he entered into a long conversation. In 
the eourse of this eonvmation he took ooeaaon 
to remonstrate ^h her on the very disagreeable 
disturbance .caused Imnself ttid family, fay 
her wild and imeartWy criesy— series which, he 
saidyfew tnartalscouMrehsh'in the dreary hours 
of midnight. Poor Olashnidid, by way of apo- 
logy for her oondnset, gave James Gray a sad 
account of her u«^e, detailing at foil length the 
series of crueltaes oommitted upoa her by Bm^ 
Baynac. From this account, it appeared that 
h^r x^ohafaitation with the Jatter was by no means 
^ matter of choice with Clashnicbd ; on the con* 
trary, it ^apeared that she had, for a long time^ 
led a life of cdibacy with much comfort, resid- 
ing in a snug dwellii^, as already mentioned^ 
in &e wilds of Craig- Ailnac ; but Btn^Baynac 
having unfortunately taken it into hb head to 
pay her a visit, he took a fancy, not to herself^ 
but her dwelling, of which, in his own name and 
authority, he took immediate possession, and 
•oan iEifter expelled poor Clashnichd, with many 
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aUripeSf trim natimd ii^ritance; wbile 
DOjt 8aiU»fied with invacliDg.atid de^mving her of 
her jii8t .rights, he was in .the habit of foUo^g 
her into her {Mivate-haimts^ not with the vi&w of 
offering her any^endeannettts, but for the ;piir« 
ptae of.ifaflicting on. her person every degradkig 
toonent Mthich his lN*ain could invent 

Sttch^inoving relation; oould not fail to affect 
ihe generous heart of . James Gray, who d^ev* 
nined. from that moment to risk lifjs and limb in 
order to vindicate the rights and revenge the 
wrongs of poor Clasbnichd the Ghdsttof Craig- 
Jtidnac. He^ therefore, took good cai^e to intar- 
rogate .his new proiegi touching the nature of 
her oppmaov^s ^osMtitution, whether he was «f 
Kh&ikUlable ipeotes of ghost that could be shot 
with a silver sixpence, or if there was any other 
wea|K>n that cbuU possibly 'aeceiii))lislt his lonni- 
hilotioQ* Clashmohd iiifiMrned him that she had 
Decaiicm;to kmw that -Ben-Saynao was wholly 
invuhieniUe.to all.:Ae /ilaeappiis of man, wkh 
ihe exoeptim of a ia^ge mole >on his left breast, 
which was no doubt penetrable ^hy^ silver or steel ; 
a2 
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but that, from the spechnens she bad of his pera 
sonal prowess and strength, it were vain fix mere 
man to attempt to combat Ben-Barjrnac the great 
ghost. Confiding, however, in his exportness 
as an archer— for he was allowed to be the best 
marksman of his age — James Gray told Clash- 
nichd he did not fear him with all his might,-** 
that he was his man ; and desired her, more- 
over, next time he chose to repeat his incivilities 
to her, to apply to him, James Gray, for re* 
dress. 

It was not long ere he had an opportunity of 
fulfilling his promises. Ben.Ba3mac havmg one 
night, in the want of better amusement, enter^ 
tained himself by infficting an inhuman castiga- 
tion on Clashnichd, she lost no time in waiting 
on James Gray, with a full and particular ao 
count of it She found him smoking bis cutfy^ 
and unbutt(Hiing his habiliments for bed ; but, 
notwithstanding the inccmvenience of the hour, 
James needed no great p^uasi(» to induce him 
to proceed directly along with Clashnidid to 
hold a communing with th^ friend Ben-Bay- 
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liac the great ghost. Clashniehd was a stout 
^sturdy hussey, who understood the nack of 
'trayelling much better than our women do. 
She expressed a wish, that, for the sake of expe- 
dition, James Gray would mount himself on h^ 
ample shoulders, a motion to which the latter 
agreed ; and a few minutes brought them close 
to the scene of Ben-Baynac*s residence. As 
they approacbed his haunt, he came forth to 
meet them, with looks and gestures which did 
not at all indicate a cordial welcome. It was a 
fine moonlight night, and they could easily ob- 
'ser\re his actions. Poor Clashniehd was.iiow 
sorely afraid of the great ghost. Apprehend* 
ing instant destruction from his fury, she ex- 
claimed to James Gray, that they would be both 
dead people, and that immediately, uxUma James 
could hit with an arrow the mole which covered 
Ben-B^nac^s heart. This was not so difficult 
a task as James had hitherto apprehended i^ 
The mdie was as large as a common bonnet, and 
yet nowise diq)roportioned to the natural size of 
his body, for he certainly was a great and a 
mighty ghost. Ben-Baynac cried out to James 



IS HIGHLAND AirSEHSTITIONS. 

Gmy^ that his would 80(hi make e^^'s-meat of 
faim; and certam it is, 9ueh was his intentioiu 
bad Aot Jamea Gray so effiactuidly stc^ppied him 
fima tbeexecotioiiof it. IUiimBghi8bowto -fai^ 
leye when wiilhin a few yards oC Son^Qiiynac, h^ 
taok asa Hnportant aim ; (be arrow "fiew^it bit-r 
a yeli-ftem Ben-Bayuac announced Us ftUaljity. 
A hi(kous bowl re-echoed f i;om the surrouading 
mountains, respotiinve to the ^oans of a thou- 
sand ghosts; and Bto^Baynac,'likethe stnokecf 
« rfiot, evanished into air. * 
Clashnidid, the Ghost of Aulnito, now found 



* Nothing can appear more sCDri»idng to the refined ' 
mndier, than tliat aoiy batian bang, pOBseasing the mr 
tioDal faculties gf human mature^ could for a moment en.- 
tertain a notion so preposterous, as that a ghost, whic& 
conveys the idea qf an immortal ^irit, could be kiHed> 
or xmdier annihilated, by an arrow^ dirk^ er sixpoMi^ 
It^ was, however, the opinion of the darker ages, that suefa 
an exploit as killing a ghost was perfectly practicable. A 
' spirit was supposed to be material in its nature, quile 
Mioeptibte of arartal pam, mnA lidblr Kndnth ^ «ni|f-* 
hilation from the weapons of man. Such an opinion is 
repeatedly expressed in several passages of the Poems of 
Ossian, and in the doctrine of th6 Seanachy,'d(mn to the 
pralent day. 
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b^csdf twnanctpted from the moit abject state 
of Blaxery, and restored to freedom and libetty^ 
thvougb the invincible courage of James 6tay> 
Ovearpowered with gratftude^ she fell at Janm 
Gray^s feet, and vowed to devote the whole of 
her time and talents towards his service and iprO' 
sperity. Meanwhile, being anxious to have het 
remaining goods and furniture removed to her 
ffiffmer dwellingt whence she had been so iniqui* 
tously expelled by Ben-Baynac the great ghoi|y 
she requested of her new master the use of lu3 
horses to remove them. James observing on 
the adjacent hill a flock of deer^ and wishing 
have a trial of his* new servants sagacity or e& 
pertness, told her those were his hcrses,— *she wa^ 
wdcome to the use of th^ ; deoring, when she 
was done with them, that she would inclose 
them in his stable. Clashnichd then proceeded 
to make use of the horses, and James Gray 
ireturned home to enjpy bis night's rest* 

Scarce had he . reached his arm-chair, and 
reclined his cheek on his hand, to ruminate over 
the bold adventure of the night, when the Clash- 
nichd entered, wiUi her * breath in her throaty* 
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and venting the bitterest complaints at the tin- 
ruliness of his horses^ which had broken one-half 
of her furniture, and caused more trouble in the 
stabling of them than their services were worth . 

* Oh ! they are stabled, then ?' inquired James 
Gray. Clashnichd replied in the affirmative. 

* Very well,* rejoined James^ * they shall be tame 
enough to-morrow/ 

From this specimen of Clashnichd the Ghost 
of Craig- Ailnaig's expertness, it will be seen 
what a valuable acquisition her service proved to 
James Gray and his young family ; of which, 
however, they were too speedily deprived by a 
most unfortunate accident. From the sequel of 
the story, and of which the foregoing is but an 
extract, it appears, that poor Clashnichd was but 
too deeply addicted ta those guzzling propen- 
sities, which at that time rendered her kin so ob- 
noxious to their human neighbours. She was 
consequently in the habit of visiting her fHends 
much oftener than she was invited, and, in the 
course of such visits, was never very scrupulous 
in making free with any eatables that fell with- 
in the circle of her observation. 



GU0$TS. 



15 



One day, while engaged on a foraging expedi- 
tion of thb description, she happened to enter the 
MillofDelnabo, which wasinhabited in those days 
by the miller's family. She found the miUer^s 
wife engaged in roasting a large gridiron of fine 
savoury fish, theagreeable effluvia proceedingfnHp 
which perbaj^s occasioned her visit. With the 
usual inquiries after the health of the miller and 
his faqiily, Clashnichd proceeded, with the great* 
est familiarity and good humour, to make herself 
comfortable at the expence of their entertain- 
ment. But the miller's wife, enraged at the loss 
of her fish, and not relishing such unwelcome fa- 
miliarity, punished the unfortunate Clashnichd 
rather too severely for her freedom. It happen* 
ed that there was at the time a large caldron of 
boiUng water suspended over the fire, and this 
caldron the beldam of a miller^s wife overturned 
in Clashnichd^s bosom I Scalded beyond reco- 
very, ishe fled up the wilds of Craig- Ailnaig^, 
uttering the most melancholy lamentations, nor 
has she been ever since heard of to the present 
day. 



16 



CHAP. II. 

Of ^ Gh>8i m his co^wistent Siate^ffis per" 
srmal Similitudes and Habits. 

Having, in the preceding Chapter, endeavour* 
ed, as briefly as possdble, to throw some light 
upon the general charact^ of the primitive race 
of Highland ghosts, in otAer to enable the reader 
to judge of the difference of manners which dis- 
tinguish them from the modem ghosts, we 
shall now proceed to the consideration of the lat- 
ter during thj^ interval betwixt the birth and the 
eve of the death of the mortal, and which, for the 
sake of illustration, we shall call his co-existent 
state* 

From the birth of the mortal to the^ve of hk 
death, the ghost, in point of similitude, is a per- 
fect counterpart or representative of his earthly 
yoke-fellow. As the child grows towards man- 
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hood, his ghost keeps pace with him, and ao ex- 
actly do they resemble each otb^ in the feature^ 
<x>mplexions, and ai^ect, when seen by a third 
party, timt, without the use of prescribed speQs, 
no human dbserrer can distinguish the mortal 
from the jRnmortaL Nor is dns resemblance 
fiBe4 to. the personal appearance alone-^it is like- 
wise extoided to the habiliments. Whether the 
aortal equ^s himself in die Highland garb c»' 
Lowland costujne, the imitatiye ghost ini^bantly 
assumes the same attire. The bonnet or the hat, 
the philibeg or the trews, are equally convenient 
and agreeable to him ; for in this solitary parti- 
cular be has never been known to dissent from 
his human partner. 

' During this period the ghost is supposed either 
to accompany or precede, at some distance, hi^ 
humian partner (of course invisible to those not 
possessing the second-sight) in all those multifa- 
rious journeys and duties which the mortal per-- 
forms throughout the course of his eventful lifi^ 
smd the moral utility of the ghost is supposed to 
consist in propitiating the mortal's undertakiiigS) 
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by guarding them from the influence of mil 
spipts. But, however this may be, it is a w^- 
known fact, that oB ghosts do not devote the 
whole of their time to the disdiarge of this ^om* 
mendable, duty. Common fame errs mudi if 
those capricious bangs do not love their own 
jdeasures more than their partner^s interest ; and 
this their negligence is. a subject of still deeper 
regret, when we consider the nature of those 
practices in which they employ their time* 

If the appetites of the modem ghost are bet« 
ter restrained than those of his predecessors were 
in the greedy times'' we have written of, the 
mifiichievous habits he has acquired in lieu of his 
predecessor's social accomplishments, are to some 
far more calamitous than even Clashnichd*s 
practices. It is true, a dose of Highland crow- 
die would but ill agree with the refined delicacy 
of the stomach of the former. Such squeamish 
appetites must look out for more delicate and sa^ 
youry food*. But if the modem ghost does not 
possess those keen digestive powers which di&- 
linguished daahmckd^'^ he inherits all the ill 
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nature of BenrBaynac^ without one-third of 
his might ; and we question much if his regard 
for the fair sex is a bit more tender. 

Instead of being the peaceable and indus* 
trious associate of his yoke-fellow, it is a com- 
mon practice with the ghost of the present day to 
prowl about the country with the laudable inten* 
tion of committing all the mischief in his power 
to the friends and acquaintances of his partner. 
Planting himself in smne wild and convenient po« 
sition, he will open on the ears of the slumbmng 
inhabitants, or the more unfortunate traveller, 
his wild and unearthly cries^ highly gratified, no 
doubt, at the paralyzing effect they produce on 
his audience. Of the hideousness of these cries 
nothing short of auric demonstration can convey 
an adequate conception. Partaking at once of 
all that is horrid and unnatural, if any resem- 
blance to them can be figured, we are told, it is 
the exfnring shrieks of a goat under the 
butcher^s knife, or the howling of a dog in a so- 
litary cavern.^ Proportioned to the strength isi 
the ghost, the cry is loud or faint» and has 
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lomethiiig so peculiar in it, that the least note 
nenat fails to give the hearer a temporary palty. 

But were. his pmctiees confined tO'l]io»4oBi* 
ponJtively hanidesB prooeedoigs,. the conduct of 
the ghost would be Sax hsM mtoleiiBUe ihsn it 
JOL His:v0cal enteiptjdnments, ihbwever haitfiil 
they . addaetimes rpvon to rthose: iwCofftunale 
cnoi^hitb hiear'dien^ are not mxffibieotly iniqui^ 
tous to satisfy. tfaefiKteiit of his aa&x^* IBciing^ 
no dodbt, well dis^plined in the noUe and 
^Eusfaionable of^pugiUsm )hy long expenence 
and .pcaetke among his kindred specif nevar 
temarkaUe for their social hannbny, he is, 
perfaiqpis, .die best bruiser in the universe, and 
mil never .be backward in showing ihbse pao* 
pie who eome in his. way hi§ expiirtncss' in 
this sdence. As, howeiver^ the ^eatest part 
of his human eontempoararies are, perhaps^ 
too strtkingly convinced of his decided supe* 
riority, few of them are disposed. to hazard a 
set^io with so. pithy a eombatant, and it is con- 
sequently no ieasy aoaatter for the ghost U> fail m 
mth those who are inclined to .fi^ Timeiy fdr 
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fighung^s sake; Finding, therefore^ so few willing 
to quarrel with him in that open and geail&Ba$» 
like manner usual in those countries, the fertilih- 
ty of his noddk suggests to him the more indi^ 
reet or Irish mode <d proceeding, and it is to 
this ingeiiious mode of raising a row, that the 
Mbdt^ Ghest owes the most of his laurds. 
Preseiiting himself bi^fore the imsuspecting tra^ 
vdkr ii^ the sa^i}e appearance of a scabbed colt^ 
or some eiHsh equally contemptiUe animal^ he 
wUl in $lu8 gu£9e place himsebT in the passenger^s 
way* as if to graze tfie road's side. Raisii^ 
his'Staff^ the pi^ssenger^ will very aptly apply it 
to the c^lt^s j^k to dear hifr way, when the 
mahdoiis atnimal will instantly retort^ and acan« 
flict ensues^' in which the unwary transgressor it 
severely punidbed. for his indiscretion. 

In fovnur times, iK^ever^ and even in recent 
tiibes^iwe har4 heard of some instances where 
those wanton piigSists proceeded upon more( 
hoiurarable and Systematic principles than they 
do 1^ present* Instead of the dastardly mode 
of ayohng his adversary into a fight by stra* 
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tagem, and conquering him by surprise, the 
warlike bogle of the last cenhiry carried about 
with him flails, cudgels, and such other pithy 
weapons as were suitable to the spirit of thi^ 
times, — ^and on his meeting with a human ad- 
venturer who had no objection to become his 
antagonist, his choice of weapons was left with 
the latter. Hence it followed, that this equita- 
ble and impartial mode of proceeding ended 
not uhfrequently to the ghosf s great disadvan* 
tage. For the Ataman bullies of those days were 
so diligently trained up^to the handling of a 
flail Of the wielding of a cudgel, that their 
ghostly combatants, with all their might and 
dexterity, have often been the first to propose 
an armistice. To multiply details of such en- 
Counters would be as tedious as they are nume- 
rous and similar; a single narrative, communicat- 
ed to the compiler by the grand-nephew of the- 
person concerned, will, we suppose, be sufficient ^ 
to confirm our statements. 

Late one night, as my grand-uncle Lachlan 
Dhu Macpherson^ who was well > known m 
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the best fiddler of hi^ day, was returning home 
from a ball, at which he had acted as a musi** 
dan, he had occadon to pass through the once 
haunted Bog of Torrans. Now, it happened at 
that time that that Bog was frequented by a 
hu|;e bogle or ghosts who was of a most mis- 
chievous disposition, . and took particular plea* 
sure in abusing every traveller who had occa* 
sion to pass through the place betwixt the twi- 
light at night and cock-crowing in the morning* 
Suspecting much that he would also come in for 
a share of his abuse, my gnuid-unde made up 
his mind, in the course of his progress, to return 
him any civiUiies which he might think meet to 
offer him. On arriving on the spot, he found 
his suspicions were too well grounded; for, 
whom did he see but the Ghost of Bogandoran 
apparently ready waiting him, and seeming by 
his ghastly grin not a little overjoyed at the 
meeting P Then marching up to my grand-uncle, 
the bogle clapt a huge club into bis hand, and 
furnishing himself with one of the same dimen- 
sions, he put a spittle in his hand, and delibe- 
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fately commence the combat. My granduncle 
returned the salute with equal spirit, and so 
ably did both parties ply their batons, that for a 
while the issue of the combat was extremdy 
doubtful. At length, however, the fiddler could 
easily discover that his opponents vigour was 
much in the fagging order. Picking up renew- 
ed courage in consequence, my granduncle, the 
fiddler, plied the ghost with renovated, vigour, 
and after a stout resistance, in the course of 
which both parties were seriously handled) the 
Ghost of Bogandoran thought it prudent to give 
up the night. 

" At same time, filled, no doubt, with great in- 
dignation at this signal defeat, it seems the ghost 
resolved to re-engagemy granduncle on some other 
occasion^ under more favourable circumstances. 
Not long after, as my granduncle was returning 
home quite unattended from another ball in the 
Braes of the country, he had just entered the 
hollow of Auldichoish, well known for its 
* eerif properties, when, lo ! who presaited him- 
self to his view on the adjacent eminence, but 
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hid old friend of Bogandoran, advancing as large 
as the gable of a house, putting himself in the 
raost threatening and fighting attitudes. 

Looking on the very dangerous nature of the 
ground in which they were met, and feeling no 
anxiety for a second encounter with a combatant 
of his weight, in a situation so little desirable, 
the fiddler would have willingly deferred the 
siettlement of their differences till a more conve- 
nient season. He, accordingly, assuming the 
most submissive aspect in the world, endeavour- 
ed to pass by his champion in peace, but in 
vain. Longing, no doubt, to retrieve the dis- 
grace of his late discomfiture, the bogle instant- 
ly seized the fiddler, and attempted with all his 
might to pull the latter down the precipice, with 
the diabolical intention, it is supposed, of drown- 
ing him in the river Avon below. In this pious 
design the bogle was happily frustrated by the 
intervention of «ome trees, which grew in the 
precipice, and to which my unhappy grand-un- 
de dung with the zeal of a drowning man. 
The enraged ghost, finding it impossible to extri- 

B 
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cote him from those friefidly trees^ and resolving^ 
atftU events, to be revenged of him, he fell upon 
maltreating the fiddle with his bands and feet 
in the most inhuman mwner. 

Such gross indignities my wcwrthy grand-un- 
de was not accustomed to, and being incensed 
beyond all measure at the lib^ties taken by Bo- 
gandoran, he resolved again to try his mettle,, 
whether life or death should be the conseqi^nce. 
Having no other weapon wherewith to defend 
himself but his biodofff which^ considering the 
nature of his opponent'^s ccxistitution, he suspect- 
ed much would be of little avail to him — I say, 
in the absence of any other weapon, he sheathed 
the biodeig three times in the Ghost of Bogan-. 
doran's belly* And what was the consequence ? 
why,, to the great astonishment of my couhige- 
qua forefather, the ghost fell down cold-dead at 
Im feet, and was never more seen or heard of.** 

Thus it will be seen, that in those chivalrous 
days, the stout and en^getic sonsof Caledoniahad 
courage and prowess enough to cope with those 
pawarful waroora, however uneifually matched, 
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with spirit and even with success. In the present 
effeminate times, we hear of none that will even 
contend with those miserable scaree>crows of the 
present day. Overcome, more by fear than by 
force, at the first encounter, they throw them- 
selves down, and, like the lamb beneath the fox, 
tamely submit to the most abusive treatment. 
Hence, encouraged by those servile submissions, 
it is almost incredible to what extent those in- 
vincible corps sometimes carry their audadty. 
We have heard of not a few of them, who hav- 
ing, ia the first place, intruded their company 
on peaceable travellers on the public road,— 
in the next place, offered them the most pro- 
voking ind^nities,— one time piping tbefir un- 
earthly cries into the passenger s ears, at another 
time tripjNing him by the heel% and even com- 
mitting indecencies, which delicacy forbids us to 
repeat, while the fSears and agitation manifested 
by the traveller constituted a subject of great 
meivkneBt to the mischievous ghost. 
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CHAP. III. 

Of the Ghost in his Intermediate State— His 
Similitudes and Habits. 

A SHORT time previous to the mortaPs death, 
and when just on the eve of dissolution, the 
ghost undergoes a striking revolution in his ap- 
pearance and habits. Seized with the locked 
jawy and all the other disabilities common to the 
dead, he then becomes the awful emblem of 
death in all its similitudes. Attired in a shroud, 
and all the ensigns of the grave, the ghost noc- 
tumally proceeds to the narrow house of his 
future residence, and there disappears. He is 
lighted on his way by a pale azure-coloured 
light of the size of that emitted by a taUom 
candle, which is of a flickering unsteady nature, 
aomeUmes vivid, and sometimes faint, as the 
mortal inhales and, respires his breath ; and, in 



GHOSTS. 29 

fab course towards the grave^ he will follow mi- 
nutely the line of march destined to be followed , 
by his earthly partner^s approaching funeral. 
His pace is slow, and his footsteps imperceptible 
even to a passenger; who, although he sees 
clearly all his trappings, cannot <]iscem his mode 
of travelling. To the naked eye the ghost's vi- 
sage is not discernible by reason of the Jhce" 
cloth. There is a very simple process, however, 
which has been discovered for enabling a spec- 
tator to discern whose ghost he is, although we 
never heard of more than one person who had 
the hardihood to put the experiment in prac- 
tice. 

It is an admitted fact, in those countries, that 
a ghost may be recognised, in the appearance of 
his human partner, on his passing a spectator, by 
the latter's reversing the cuff of his own coat, or 
any oth^r part of his raiment, which puts an in- 
stant stop to the ghost's career, and clearly ex- 
poses him to the recognition of the courageous 
experimenter. 

A sage philosopher, who had long desired an 
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of)|)ortumtj of practising this bold experiment, 
found, " late one night," when returning home 
from a market, a very ccmvenient one. Observ- 
ing a stout lusty ghost stalking very majestically 
akmg the public road, this bold adventurer he- 
sitated not a mmnent. Clapping himself into 
a defensive attitude, he reversed his cuflF— when, 
lo I his next-door neighbour's wife was instantly 
confronted to his face— «Iad in death's awful ap* 
parel^the death-candle lowing in her throat, 
and mouth full distended. Such an exhibition 
was too appalling to wish for a long interview ; 
and, accordingly, Donald Doul, the adventurer, 
made a motion to be off, but in vain. The un- 
happy man, as if transformed into a stone, could 
no more move than Lot's wife, and was obliged 
to stand confronted to his loving companion, both 
equally sparing of their talk, until the crowing 
of the cock in the morning. Finding himself 
then released frcnn his uncomfortable stance, he 
was about to make the best of his way home, to 
communicate the result of his experiment, when 
the friendly wife's ghost thus addressed him : 
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Donald Doul— Donald Doul — Donald Doul 
— hear me, and tremble. Great is the hindrance 
you have caused me this night,-*-a hindrance for 
which you should have been severely punished, 
but for the friendship which formerly subsisted 
between yourself and my partner. Dare not 
again to pry into the mysteries of the dead. The 
fime will come when youll know those secrets*** 
To this poetical harangue Donald Doul made 
no other reply than a profound obeisance. It 
is possible, however, the ghost would have pro- 
posed a rejoinderi had not a chanticleer, in the 
adjacent hamlet, emitted his third clarion, at the 
magic sound of which the wife's ghost fairly took 
to her heels, leaving Donald Doul to resume his 
course homewards without further advice. Sa- 
tisfied of the interesting nature of the occurrence,^ 
and that his reputation for courage and veracity 
would suffer no diminution from the relation, 
Donald Doul made no secret of what happened* 
This clearly foretold what speedily took place, 
the dissolution of the neighbour's wife, (who, by 
the way, was dangerously ill at the ime^)^^} the 
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great grief of her husband, and the credit of 
Donald DouPs name. 

A short time after the g^ost^ bearing the 
death-candle, has thus been seen, the house of 
the undertaker, who is to make the mortal's cof- 
fin, will be Yiightly disturbed by the sounds of 
saws, and knocking of hammers ; no doubt, pro- 
ceeding from the ghost of the undertaker and 
his assistants preparing the coffin of the ghost ; 
while invisible messengers will parade the coun- 
try for necessaries, for the ghost's funeral, or 
foregoing. And a very imposing and interest-^ 
ing spectacle may be looked for- 

The mortal resigns his breath, and is about 
to follow the course of the dead-candle to his 
new abode, when Taisk na TiaJedh^ or the fu- 
neral foregoing, takes the road. This is not a pal- 
try spectacle of one ghost, a sight so common in 
those countries, but a superb assemblage of 
them, all drest in their best attire, each reflect- 
ing lustre on the other. On this occasion, the 
ghost of every man, who is destined to accom- 
pany the mortal's funeral, will attend, dressed 
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in apparel of the same colour, and mounted on 
a horse of the same appearance, (if he is to have 
one,) as his mortal companion on the day of the 
corporeal interment. On this occasion, too, their 
characteristic austerity of manners is dispensed 
with. Mellowed, no doubt, by the generous 
qualities of the Usquebaugh^ the jocund laugh, 
the jest, and repartee, go slapping round, re- 
sponsive to some mournful dirge proceeding 
from the defunct^s immediate friends and rela- 
tions. 

In the motley group, the ghost of a father 
or brother is easily recognised by his well-known 
voice and Sabbath vestment. Nay, the specta- 
tor may even recognise himself, if his senses en- 
able him to discriminate, joyous or sorry, as oc- 
casion suggests, mingled in the throng. In the 
middle of the procession the coffin is seen, con- 
taining, we presume, the dead ghost f circled by 
mourning relatives; and on the front, flanks, 
and rear of the burden, the company are like- 
wise seen approaching and retiring, relieving 
efich other by turns* At length, the noise of 
b2 
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horses and tongues, horsemen and footmen^ 
mingled indiscriminately together, closes the 
procession. 

The following account of the JbregcAng of the 
Aineral of an illustrious chief, who died some 
few score of years ago, (witnessed by a man 
whose veracity was a perfect proverb,) will not, 
we trust, be unacceptable : 

" A smith, who had a large family to provide 
for, was often necessitated to occupy his smithy 
till rather a late hour. One night, in particu- 
lar, as he was turning the key of his smithy 
door, his notice was attracted to the public road^ 
which lay contiguous to the smithy^ by a confu- 
sion of sounds, indicative of the approach of a 
great concourse of people. Immediately thare 
appeared the advanced ranks of a procession, 
marching four men deep, in tolerable good or- 
der, unless occasionally some unaccountable cir* 
cumstance occain<»ied the fall of a lusty fellow, 
as if he had been shot by a twenty-four pound- 
er, lliunderstruck at the nature and number 
of the marvellous procession^ the smith, boMt 
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man, reclined his back to the door, witnessing a 
continuation of the same procession for nearly an 
hour, without discovering any thing further of 
the character of those who composed it, than that 
they betokened a repletion of the Usquehcmgh. 
At length, the appearance of the hearse, and its 
awful ensigns, together with the succeeding line 
of coaches, developed the nature <tf the concern. 
It was then that the smith's knees began to smite 
each other, and his hair to stand on an end. 
The recent demise of his venerable chieftain 
confirmed his conviction of its being a TcAshy 
and a very formidable one toa Not choofnng 
to see the rear, he directed his face homewards, 
whither he fled with the swiftness of younger 
years, and was not backward in favouring his 
numerous acquaintances with a full and particu« 
lar account of the whole scene. This induced 
many honest pec^le to assume the smithy door 
as th^ stance of observation on the day of the 
fimerml, which took place a few days aft^r ; and, 
to his honour be it told, every circumstance de- 
tailed by the smith in his relation accurately 
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hiippened, even to the decanting of two dogs, 
and this established the smith's veracity in all 
time thereafter.'" 

Akin to this are ail the relations of those good 
people, whose evil destiny it has been to fall in 
with those ghostly processions, some of whom 
having inadvertently involved themselves into 
the crowd, were repulsed in every attempt to ex- 
tricate themselves, until carried along, nobody 
knows how far, by the tumultuous rabble, who 
seemed to enjoy themselves vastly at the standing 
hair, protruding eyes, and awry visage of the* un- 
conscious intruder. , 

In concluding this part of our subject, it is 
hardly necessary to add, that in two or three 
days after the ghostly procession, the human 
or corporeal procession will succeed it, following 
most minutely and accurately every course, 
winding, and turn taken by the foregdng, while, 
the dress, conv(jrsation, and every other incident 
attending the company will be precisely the 
tame. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of the Ghost in his Post-eocistent State. 

It might, no doubt, be readily supposed by 
the ingenious reader, that the mortal's decease 
should be the term of dissolution assigned to the 
copartnery connection subsisting between the 
mortal and his ghost, as it generally terminates 
every other engagement into which the people 
of this world enter. The event, however, only 
serves to blend their interests still more strictly 
together. Whatever doubt may exist as to the 
ghost^s attention to his partner^s worldly inter- 
ests in his lifetime, his solicitude for his spiritual 
interest, after the mortal's death, is universally 
acknowledged. He then becomes the sole means 
of remedying past errors, and obtaining redress 
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for past injuries. To enable one fully to appre- 
ciate a ghosf s utility in the land of the hoU^ 
he must acquaint himself with the nature of the 
life which the defunct led, whether regular in 
his habits, and moral in his life, or otherwise, 
and the particular situation of his affairs at 
death. If, for instance, a man falls suddenly 
like a tree in a storm, whatever may be the si* 
tuation or circumstances in which he happens to 
drop, so he must lie. In this respect, then, the 
peculiar advantage of the Highlander over his 
Lowland neighbour becomes perfectly apparent. 
Thrqugh the medium of a faithful ghost and a 
confidential friend, transactions, as intricate and 
ravelled as those of the Laird of Coul, can be 
easily simplified and assorted. 

No man should, therefore, be surprised, if the 
ghost of some departed friend should take an 
opportunity of saluting him, and for his own 
sake he should also lose no time in enabling the 
awful emissary to declare the purpose of his 
mission ; whoever will defer doing so <Hily in- 
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creases his 6wn misery, and it is a task, however 
uncomfortable, that is sacredly due to depart- 
ed friendship ; for how many, by yielding to 
the influence of cowardly fear, have exposed 
themselves and their household to those noctur- 
nal rackets sometimes raised by those disappoint- 
ed ambassadors, whereas a little resolution would 
not only have averted it, but have also greatly 
conduced to the repose and quietude of an old 
and esteemed acquaintance. The following state- 
ment of a circumstance which, we are told, hap- 
pened in Strathspey not a great many years ago, 
will best afiforce this counsel. 

Not many years ago there lived in Kincar- 
dine of Strathspey, a poor man, who contracted 
a severe and sudden illness, which, to the great 
grief of his family, terminated in his death. 
From the suddenness of the honest man'^s call, 
he had not time to settle his affairs, and this cir- 
cumstance, it seems, as might have been suppos- 
ed, caused him no small disquietude in the eter- 
nal world. He wished, in particular, to have had 
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an axe and a whisky barrel, which he had borrow- 
ed of a friend, restored to him ; for iron, you must 
know, in such cases, is very bad. In order, there- 
fore, to have this matter adjusted, the dead man 
commissioned his ghost to wait on a particular 
friend to disclose to him the circumstance, not 
doubting in the least but the friend would have, 
bestowed his best attention on the subject. The 
faithful ghost lost no time in proceeding to get the 
object of his mission accomplished, which, how- 
ever, turned out rather a difficult undertaking, 
for it was no easy matter for the ghost to procure 
a conference with the friend on the business. One 
glimpse of the former never failed to communi- 
cate to the latter the feet of a roe, nor could all 
his dexterity bring the matter to a bearing. At 
length, exasperated by a long course of night 
watching, and useless travelling, the wily com- 
missioner had recourse to an expedient which 
ultimately effected his purpose. As soon as the 
sun went down every evening, the ghost opened 
a cannonade of bricks and stones ppon the un- 
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happy fHend, and the inmates of his house, 
which did not terminate till cock-crowing in 
the morning, and so expert an archer was this 
pawky ghost, that he scarcely ever missed an 
aim, while every stroke would kill a bullock. 
Smarting under the effect of this unseasonable 
qhastiscmeni, the friend and his family raised 
the most outrageous clamour at their unaccount- 
able misfortune, which induced some of their 
neighbours nightly to assemble in considerable 
bodies to protect them from this nocturnal war- 
fare. But the wily ghost, far from relaxing his 
(^rations on that account, only pUed them 
with additional vigour, sparing neither sex nor 
Bge in his sweeping career. All sorts of missiles 
announced themselves rebounding on the should- 
ers of the protectors as well as the protected, 
the jHthy wei^t of which, and the unaccount- 
able manner in which they were flung, convinc- 
ed the sufferers they were not flung by mortal 
hand. All the acquaintances of the friend, 
therefore, urged on him to challenge th^ invisible 
demon who thus savagely persecuted him at the 
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hour of midnight, in order to afford the latter 
an opportunity of explaining his busmess, and 
the reason of his cruel and unchristian conduct. 
But this advice the friend of the deceased was 
disposed to consider a dernier resort, and one 
that required some cool consideration. At 
length, rendered quite desperate by a series of 
unparalleled persecutions, which rendered him 
a& thin in body as a silver sixpence, the good- 
man came to a final determination to call 
the ghost to account the very first opportu* 
nity, for his mean and pusillanimous attacks 
on himself and poor family. Accordingly, one 
night, on receiving a tart pill on the cheek, 
which gave him an earach, and which wonder- 
fully improved his courage, th^ goodman npiarcb- 
ed forth, with a mixture of rage and fear, de* 
manding of the unfeeling ^ost, in a voice 
resembling the falling notes of the gamut, 
** Wha-a-t i-i-s you-r bus-n-css wi' m-my ho-use 
a^d fa-fa-fa-mi-ly The ghost instantly ap- 
peared happy to answer the question ; but,, ere 
he could -do so, it was necessalry to go through a 
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ceremony, which is no less curious than it is dis* 
agreeable to the feelings of the parties concern- 
ed. This ceremony consists in the mortaPs 
embracing the ghost, and raising his feet fnmi 
the ground, so as to allow the wind to pass be- 
tween the soles of his feet and the ground, 
which enables the tongue-tied ghost to speak 
a volume. What was then to be done in this 
particular case ? Encouraged by the eloquent 
cheers and arguments held forth to him, through 
the crevices of his house, by his anxious family, 
he made several attempts to encircle the awful 
emissary in his arms, which, by a sort of me- 
chanical motion, receded from the embrace ; and 
it was not without great difficulty he could per- 
suade himself to give a friendly embrace to this 
mischievous ghost; this, however, he did at 
last, — seizing him as he would a bush of thorns. 
The ghost^s long locked jaws now began to speak 
in \o sepulchral a tone as to palsy all who heard 
it. The frieiid of the deceased promised strict 
attention to all the ghost^s injunctions, upon 
which he evanished in a flame of fire, leaving the 
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unhappy man scarce able to totter to his chaur. 
A. minute compliance with all his instructions 
rendered a second visit from the ghost unneces- 
sary — ^and this was no small matter of comfort 
to the friend.*' 

This frigid display of a Highlandman's cou- 
rage will appear very contemptible when com- 
pared to the undaunted resolution of the femak 
alluded to in the following story : 

" About forty or fifty years ago, a native of 
Strathdown, whose manner of living (like that 
of other folks) did not qualify him ibr a sud» 
den death, was unfortunately drowned in the 
following manner : While in the act of cut- 
ting down a tree, in a steep precipice pend- 
ing over the river Avon, he slipped his foot- 
ing — fell headlong into the abyss below, and 
rose no more. His lamentable fate was speedily 
discovered — ^liisbody interred, and his aflairs ar- 
ranged in the best possible order. Time, the 
parent of oblivion, soon rendered his name ex- 
tinct among the living, and he was no longer 
heard of ; when, on a certidn day, in the height 
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of it, the deceased appeared in his human like- 
ness at the window of a female friend. On the 
woman'^s exhibiting some surprise and terror at 
his appearance, the drowned man called to her t( 
fear nothing, but to come forth and speak with 
him, — for it seems he had been enabled to speak 
without the " dead4ifi.^^ The honest woman 
suspecting, no doubt, that, if she did not go out 
to him, he would make the best of his way to her, 
obeyed his summons ; and, in the course of a 
long convoy she gave him, he divulged to her 
several acts of misconduct he had been g«ilty of 
towards an old master and some others, which 
disturbed much his repose. Anxious, no doubt, 
to get rid of his company, she promised to ex- 
ert the best of her endeavours to atone for his 
misconduct, on condition he would leave her, 
and never again renew his visit, — a promise 
which she faithfully performed, and the . dead 
friend gave her no farther trouble.*" 

But the settlement of unassorted affairs, after 
death, is not the only thing in which the ghost is 
^Ktremely useful. As an ambassador ever ready 
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to discharge any piece of useful service— su<A 
as appeasing the unavailing grief of lamenting 
relatives— he is ever ready and expert, and the 
delicate manner in which the ghost sometimes 
executes this commission, indicates that he is 
far mOTe friendly and conciliatcM-y in his beha- 
viour when dead than he was when alive. 
Sometimes, but very rardy, he leaves his abode 
to benefit an old acquaintance or friend of 
his partner ; but it will no doubt be done at the 
instigation of the devoted latter. We present 
the particulars of a favour of this sort conferred 
on an inhabitant of Strathspey, no doubt a loi^ 
time ago, whkh deserved a better return than 
what the ghost at first met with. 

Engaged one night in the arrangement of 
bis farming affairs, a certain farmer, living in 
the parish of Abernethy, was a good deal snr* 
prised at seeing an old acquaintance^ who bad a 
cmsiderable time previously departed this hfe, 
entering quite coolly at his dwellii^-hoitse door, 
lastei^ following his old acquaintance into 

his hotcse, to receive an explanaticm from him^ 
12 
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self of the marvellous circumstance, his curiodty 
led him into the church-yard where his friend 
was buried, and which was near by, to see if he 
had actually risen from the dead. On examina- 
tion, he not only found the grave, but also the 
coffin zffide open, which left ik> doubt oxt his 
mind of the reality of the vision which he 
thought had deluded his sight. Making the 
rign of the cross on the grave, he returned to 
his house, not caring whether he found his 
friend before him or not. He was not, however, 
to be seen ; but, in the course of a short time, 
be returned, and upbraided the farmer for his 
impropa* interference with his grave, explaining 
to him the cause of his resurrection. It appear- 
ed, that a scabbed stirk, which had a greedy cus- 
tom of prowling about the doors, seeking what 
he might devour, thief-like entered the dwelling- 
house in the absence of the family, and, findii^ 
no better subject of entertmnment, attacked the 
straw in the cradle which stood by the fire-side, 
and in whieh his only child was sleeping at the 
time. The togging of the stirk at the straw 
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would have inevitably overturned the cradle an<J 
the child into the fire but for the generous in- 
terposition of the ghost. The farmer expressed 
his most grateful acknowledgments for so signal 
an instance of his kindness ; and immediately re- 
traced his steps to the grave, on which he made 
a counter-sign to that which he formerly made^ 
and the good-hearted ghost obtained admission 
into his dreary abode." 

But these are not all the ghost's useful quali* 
ties. He possesses another ' very important one 
in this unchristian and uncharitable age, in 
which the repositories of the dead are exposed to 
the nocturnal spoiliation of the ruthless resurrec- 
tionist It is vain for the church-sexton to 
plant steel-traps and spring-guns in the 
field of his labours, — the wily depredator will 
contrive to elude them all when this vigilant 
watchman is wanted to direct them. To show 
the vigilance of this agent's attention to his own 
interest, and that of his friends, on sudi' occa- 
sions, take the following narration ' 

" There was at one time a woman, who lived in 
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Camp-del-more o£ Strathavon, whose catde were 
seized with a murrain, or some such fell disease^ 
which ravaged the neighbourhood at the time, 
carrying off great numbers of them daily. All the 
Jbrhm fires and hallowed waters failed of their 
customary effects ; and she was at length told by 
the wise people whom she consulted on the occa- 
sion, that it was evidently the effect of some in- 
fernal agency, the power of which could not be 
destroyed by any other ^means than the never- 
failing specific-— the juice of a dead head from the 
churchlyard,— a nostrum certainly very chfficult 
to be procured, considering the head must needs 
be abstracted from a grave in the hour of mid7 
night. Being, however, a woman of a stout heart 
and strong faith, native feelings of delicacy to- 
wards the blessed sanctuary of the dead had more 
weight in restraining her for some time from re- 
sorting to this desperate remedy than those of 
fear. At length, seeing that her bestial stock 
would soon be completely annihilated by the de- 
structive career of the disease, the wife of Camp- 
del-more reived to put the experiment in prac- 
c 
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tice^ whatever the result might be* Accordinglyt 
having, with conidderable difficulty, engaged a 
neighbouring woman to be her companion in this 
hazardous expedition, they set out, about mid- 
night, for the parish church-yardi distant about 
a mile and a half from her re^dence, to execute 
her determination. On arriving at the church- 
yard, her companion, whose coiurage was not so 
notable, appalled by the gloomy prospect before 
her, refused to enter among the habitations of 
the' dead. She, however, agreed to remain at 
the gate till her friend^s business was accomplish- 
ed. This circumstance, however, did not stag- 
g&[ our heroine^s resolution. She, with the 
greatest coolness and intrepidity, proceeded to* 
wards what she supposed an old grave,— took 
down her spade, and commenced her opera- 
tions. After a good deal of toil she arrived 
at the object of her labour. Raising the first 
head, or rather skull, that came her way, she 
was about to make it her own property, when, 
lol a hollow wild sepulchral voice exclaimed. 
That is my head-— let it alone Not wishing 
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to dispute the cUimant^s title to this head, and 
supposing she could be otherwise provided, she 
very good naturedly returned it, and took up 
another. That is my father^s head,'' bellowed 
the same voice. Wishing, if possible, to 
avoid disputes, the wife of Camp-del-more took / 
up another head, when the same voice instantly 
started a claim to it as his grandfathers head. 
" Well,'* replied the wife, nettled at her disap- 
pointments, although it were your grandmo- 
tfaer^s head, you shan't get it till I am done with 
it'*—** What do you say, you limmer ?** says the 
ghost, starting up in his awry habiliments ; 

What do you say, you limmer repeated he 
in a great rage. By the great oath you had 
better leave my grandfather's head." Upon 
matters coming this length, the wily wife of 
Camp-del-more thought it proper to assume a 
more conciliatory aspect Telling the claimant 
the whole particulars of the predicament in which 
she was placed by the foresaid calamity, she 
promised faithfully, that, if his Honour would 
only allow her to carry off his grandfather's 
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skull, or head, in a peaceable manner, she would 
restore it.agiun when done with it. Here, after 
so^e communing, they came to an understand- 
ing, and she was allowed to take the head along 
with heri on condition she should restore it be-^ 
fore cock-crowing, under the heaviest penal- 
ties. 

On coming out of the church-yard, and look^ 
ing for her companion, she had the mortifica- 
tion to find her ^without a mouthful of breath in 
her body ;^ for, on hearing the dispute between 
her friend and the guardian of the grave, and 
suspecting much that she was likely to share the 
unpleasant punishments with which he threaten- 
ed her friend, at the bare re6ital of them she 
fell down in a faint, from which it was no easy 
matter to recover her. This proved no small 
inamvemence to Camp-del-more''s wife, as there 
were not above two l^ours to elapse ere die 
had to return the head in terms of her agree- 
ment. Taking her friend upon her back, 
she carried her up a steep acdivity to the 
nearest adjoining house, where she left her for 
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the night ; then repaired home with the utmost 
speeds — made dead bree of the dead head, and, 
ere the appointed time had expired, she restored" 
the head to its guardian, and placed the grave 
in its former condition. It is needless to add, 
tbaU as a reward for her exemplary courage, the 
^ bree ' had its desired effect— the cattle speedily 
recovered— and, so long as she retained any of it, 
all sorts of diseases were of short duration.^ 

Sqfe^iarda from Ghosts. 

HAviiia now briefly described the leading 
ieatures of a ghost^s character in those countries, 
we shall close our a)ccountof him by annexing a 
few of those safeguards which protect us from 
those wanton encounters and impertinent inter-^ 
ferences which we have related, and which must 
be far from bemg palatable to the more effemi- 
nate inhabitants of the Highfand moiuitains at 
die present day* 

One simple plan of obtaining perfect securi- 
ty from supernatural agents of any kind is, 
(whenever we apprehend the approach or pre* 
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sence of a ghost,) to repeat certmn words, which 
can be taught by any wise patriarch or matron, 
the powerful charm of which instantly reper- 
cusses the ghost back to his own proper abode, 
and, for the time, defeats all his machinations* 
Note— If in the house, the words must.be re- 
peated three times behind the door. A ghost 
then can neither enter at the door, window, nor 
any other crevice of the house* The operation 
of the words is like that of an infeftment, which, ta- 
ken oh one part of the property, affects the whole. 
Were it not for this grand discovery, vain would 
be the attempt of any man to bar out a ghost as he 
might do a mortal, A ghost can enter in at 
the key-hole — ^nay, even throu^ the wall of 
the house, if there is no other caveat to arrest 
him in his career. 

Another safeguard consists in forming a piece 
of the rowan-tree into the shape of a cross with 
a red thread. This cross you will insert be- 
tween the lining and cloth of your garment, 
and, so long as it lasts, neither ghost nor witch 
•hall ever interfere with you. 



PART 11. 
FAIRIES- 



There are fkirieB, and brownies, and shades Amazonian^ 
Of harper, and sharper, and old Cameronian : — 
Some small as pigmies, — some tall as a steeple,— 
The spirits are all gone as mad as the people. 

Hogg. 
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CHAP. I. 

Ortgi/n and Genealogy of the Fairies. 

Though the ghost is confessedly entitled to no 
small degree of consideration from his intimate 
connection with our own species, no one will 
pretend to deny, that the fairy is a charac- 
ter whose greatness of descent renders him 
equally interesting and respectable. The ge- 
nealogy of the ghost can no doubt be traced 
back to the earliest ages of the world, and it is 
pretty certain that he has been amongst the first 
of its inhabitants, — still, on the score of antiqui* 
ty,he cannot pretend to compete with the fairy, 
who, it seems, existed long before the world it- 
self. The origin and descent of the fairies, which 
had so long proved such knotty subjects of con- 
troversy in , other quarters of the kingdom, are 



58 HIGHLAND SUPERSTITIONS. 

points which have been finally settled and dis- 
posed of in these countries* No doubt now re- 
mains, in the minds of those who have bestowed 
any attention on the important subject, of their 
beings those uiihappy angels whose diabolical 
deeds produced their expulsion from Paradise. 
In support of this rational theory, the wise 
men of the day never fail to quote the highest 
authority. Scripture, they say, tells us, those 
angels were cast down ; and although, indeed, 
it does not mention to what place, sad expe- 
rience proves the fact, that the Highland moun- 
tains received an ample share of them. Here, 
wandering up and dowii like the hordes of 
Tartary, they pitch their camp where spoil is 
most plentiful ; and taking advantage of the ob- 
stinate incredulity of some of their human neigh- 
bours, contrive to make themselves perfectly 
comfortable at the latter's expence. To dispel 
any doubt that may remain on the mind of the 
reader as to the soundness of this doctrine, we 
present him with the following particulars : 

Not long since, as a pious clergyman was 
11 
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returning home, after adininistering spiritual 
consolation to a dying member of his flock, it 
was late of the night, and he had to pass through 
a good deal of uncmny ground. He was,.how- 
ever, a good and a conscientious minister of the 
gospel, and feared not all the spirits in the coun- 
try. On his reaching the end of a lake which 
stretched alongst the road-side for some distance, 
he was a good deal surprised to have his atten- 
tion arrested by the most melodious strains of 
music. Overcome by pleasure and curiosity, 
the minister coolly sat down to listen to the har- 
monious sounds, and try what new discoveries 
he could make with regard to their nature and 
source. He had not sitten many minutes when 
he could distinguish the approach of the music, 
and also observe a light in the direction from 
whence it proceeded gliding acrpss the lake to- 
wards him. Instead of taking to his heels, as 
' any faithless wight would have done, the pastor 
fearlessly determined to await the issue of the 
phenomenon. As the light and music drew 
near, the clergjrman could at length distinguish 
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an object resembling a human being walking oh 
the surface of the water, attended by a group of 
diminutive musicians, some of them bearing lights, 
and others of them instruments of music, on 
which they continued to perform those melo- 
dious strains which first attracted his attention. 
The leader of the band dismissed his attend, 
ants, landed on the beach, and afforded the 
minister the amplest opportunities of examining 
his appearance. He was a little primitive look- 
ing grey-headed man, clad in the most grotesque 
habit he ever witnessed, and such as led the 
venerable minister all at once to suspect his real 
character. He walked up to the minister, whom, 
be saluted with great grace, offering an apology 
for his intrusion. The pastor returned his 
compliments, and without farther explanation, 
invited the mysterious stranger to sit down by 
his side* The invitation was complied with, 
upon which the minister proposed the following 
question : " Wlio art tkou, strcmger^ and from 
whence?^ To this question the fairy, with 

downcast eye, replied, that he was one of those 
10 
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Bometimes called " Doane Shee^ or men of peace^ 
or good men, though the reverse of this title was 
a more fit appellation for them. Originally ange* 
lie in his nature and attributes, and once a sharer 
of the indescribable joys of the regions of lights 
he was seduced by Satan to join him in his mad 
conspiracies ; and, as a punishment for his trans- 
gression, he was cast down from those regions of 
bliss, and was now doomed, along with millions 
of fellow-sufferers, to wander through seas and 
mountmns, until the coming of the great day ; 
what their fate would be then they could not 
divinC) but they apprehended the worst And,** 
continued he, turning to the minister, with great 
anxiety, " the object of my present intrusion on 
you is to learn your opinion, as an eminent di« 
Tine, as to our final condition on that dreadful 
day.'' Here the venerable pastor entered upon 
a long conversation with the fairy, (the particu- 
lars of which we shall be excused for omitting,) 
touching the principles of faith and repentance. 
Receiving rather unsatisfactory answers to his 
questions, the minister desired the Sheech^^ to 
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repeat after him the Paternoster, in attempting 
to do which, it was not a little remarkable, that 
he could not repeat the word " ar^," but ^* wert,'*^ 
in heaven. Inferring from every circumstance, 
that their fate was extremely precarious, the 
minister resolved not to puff the fairies up with 
presumptuous and perhaps groundless expecta- 
tions. Accordingly, addressing himself to the 
unhappy fairy, who was all anxiety to know the 
nature of his sentiments, the reverend gentleman 
told him, that he could not take it upon him to 
^ve them any hopes of pardon, as their crime 
was of so deep a hue as scarcely to admit of it* 
On this the unhappy fairy uttered a shriek of 
desptur, plunged headlong into the loch, and 
the minister resumed his course to his home.^ 
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CHAP. II. 

Similitude of the Fairy. 

Of all the different species of supernatural 
tribes which inhabit those countries, none of 
them could ever vie with the fairy community 
for personal elegance. Indeed, this seems to be 
the only remaining vestige they possess of their 
primitive character. Though generally low in 
stature, they are exceedingly well proportioned, 
and prepossessing in their persons. The females, 
in particular, are said to be the most enchant- 
ing beings in the world, and far beyond what 
the Uveliest fancy can paint. Eyes sparkling 
as the brightest of the stars, or the polished 
gem of Cairngorm,— cheeks in which the white- 
ness of the snow and red of the reddan are 
blended with the softness of the Cannoch down, 
— ^lips like the coral, and teeth like the ivory. 
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—a redundant luxuriance of auburn hair, hang- 
ing down the shoulders in lovely ringlets, and a 
gainly simplicity of dress, always of the colour 
of green, are prominent features in the descrip- 
tion of a Highland fairy nymph. 

But, while we agree in some measure with 
our fellow historians who have described the 
fairy race ad they exist in other quarters of the 
country, in so far as regards their personal 
beauty, we widely differ from those historians 
as to the splendour of their dress as exhibited in 
the character of the Highland fairies. Instead 
of the gorgeous habiliments of " white and gold 
dropped with diamonds, and coats of the threads 
of gold,'' which we are told are worn by those 
in6re luxurious and refined fairies', living within 
the sphere of splendour and fashion in the Low- 
lands of Scotland ; the Highland fairies, more 
thrifty and less voluptuous, clothe themselves in 
plain worsted green, not woven by the " shuttle 
of Iris but by the greasy shuttle of some 
Highland weaver. This description, let it be 
understood, however, applies only to the por- 
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;tion of them inhabiting terra Jirma; for the 
dress of those whose lot it was to fall in the 
deep is of a very different nature, consisting 
entirely of seal-skinsj and such other marme 
apparel as is most suitable and appropriate to 
their element. 

The following story will throw some light 
upon the manners and habits of this portion of 
the fairy tribes. 

There was once upon a time, a man who lived 
on the northern coasts, not far from " Tai^ 
Jan Crot CaUow^^ and he gained his liveli- 
hood by catching and killing fish, of idl sizes 
and denominations. He had a particular liking 
to the killing of those wonderful beasts, half 
dog half fish, called Roane,'' or Seals, no 
doubt because he got a long price for their 
skins, which are not less curioua than they are 
valuable. The truth is, that the most of these 
animals are neither dogs nor cods, but down- 
right fairies, as this narration will show ; and, 
indeed, it is easy for any man to convince him- 
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self of the fact by a simple examination of his 
iobacco^luiMany-^foT the dead skins of those 
beings are never the same for four and twenty 
hours together. Sometimes the " spluichdmi^ 
will erect its bristles almost perpendicularly, 
while, at other times, it reclines them even down ; 
one time it resembles a bristly sow, at another 
time a sUekit cat ; and what dead skin, except 
itself, could perform such cantrips? Now, it 
, happened one day, as this notable fisher had re- 
turned from the prosecution of his calling, that 
he was called upon by a man who seemed a 
great stranger, and who said, he had been dis- 
patch^ for him by a person who wished to con- 
tract for a quantity of seal-skins, and that it was 
necessary for the fisher to accompany him (the 
stranger) immediately to see the person who 
wished to contract for the skins, as it was neces. 
sary that he should be served that evening. 
Happy in the prospect of making a good bar- 
gain, and never suspecting any duplicity in the 
stranger, he instantly complied. They both 
mounted a steed belonging to the stranger, and 



FAIRIES. 



67 



took the road with such velocity that, although the 
direction^ of the wind was towards their baoksf 
yet the fleetness of their movement made it ap- 
pear as if it had be^ in their faces. On reach- 
ing a stupendous precipice which overhung 
the sea, his guide told him, they had now reach- 
ed the point of their destination* " Where is the 
person you spoke of?'' inquired the astonished 
seal-killer. " You shall see that presently,'* 
replied the guide. With that they immediately 
alighted, and, without allowing the «eaUkiller 
much time to indulge the frightful suspicions 
that began to pervade ln& mind, the stranger 
seized him with irresistible force, md plunged 
headlong with the seal-killer into the sea. Af- 
ter sinking down — down— nobody knows how 
far, they at length reached a door, which, heiqg 
open, led them into a range of apartments, filled 
with inhabitants-— not people, but seals, who 
could nevertheless speak and feel like human 
folk ; and how much i^as the seal-killer surpris- 
ed to find that he himself had been unconsci- 
ously transformed into the like image. If it 
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were not sOj he would probably have died, from 
the want (rf breath. The nature , of the poor 
^j^her'^s thoughts may be more easily conceived 
than described. Looking on the nature of the 
quarters into which he was landed, all hopes ot 
escape from them appeared wholly chimerical, 
whilst the degree of comfort, and length of life 
which the barren scene promised him^ were 
far from being flattering. The " Roane^" 
who all seemed in very low spirits, appe^ired 
to feel for him, and endeavoured to soothe 
the distress which he evinced, by the amplest 
assurances of personal safety. Involved in 
sad meditation on his evil fate, he was quickly 
roused from his stupor^ by his guide'^s producing 
a huge gully or joctaleg, the object of which he 
supposed was to put an end to all his earthly 
cares. Forlorn as was his situation, howeverj 
he did not wish to be killed ; and, apprehend^ 
ing ibstant destruction, he fell down, and ear-^ 
nestjy implored for mercy. The poor generous 
animals did not mean Iiiln any harm, however 
much his. fmner conduct deserved it; and he 
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was accordingly desired to pacify himself, and 
cease his cries. Did you ever see that knife 
before says the stranger to the fisher. The 
latter instantly recogni^ng his own knife, which 
he had that day stuck into a seal, and with which 
it made its escape, acknowledged it was formerly 
his own, for what would be the use of denying it f 
" Well rejoins the guide, " the apparent seal, 
which made away with it, is my father, who lies 
dangerously ill ever since, and ho means could 
stay his fleeting breath, without your aid. I 
have been obliged to resort to the artifice I have 
practised to bring you hither, and I trust that 
my filial duty to my father will readily operate 
my excuse.*" Having said this, he led into another 
apartment the trembling seal-killer, who expect- 
ed every minute a return of his own favour to 
the father ; and here he found the identical seal, 
with which he had the encounter in the morn- 
ing, suffering most grievously from a tremen* 
dous cut in 'its hind-quarter. The seal-killer 
was then dedred, with his hand, to cicatrize the 
wound, upon doing which, it immediately healed. 
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anii seal arose from its bed in perfect health. 
Upon this, the scene changed from mourning to 
rejoicing, — all was mirth and glee. Very difPer- 
ent, however, were the feeUngs of the unfortu- 
nate seal-catcher, expecting, no doubt, to be a 
seal for the remainder of his life, until his late 
guide accosted him as follows : " Now, Sir, you 
are at Uberty to return to your wife aiid family, 
to whom I am about to conduct you ; but it is 
on this express condition, to which you must 
bind yourself by a solemn oath, vizi that you 
shall never maim or kip a.^ei^ in all your Ufetime 
hereafter.'' To this condition, hard as it was, he 
joyfully acceded ; and- the oath being admini- 
stered in all due form, he bade his new acquaint- 
ance most heartily and sincerely a long farewell. 
Taking hold of his guide, they issued from the 
place, and swam up-— up— till they regained the 
surface of the sea ; and, landing at the said stu- 
pendous pinnacle, they found their forme^r rid- 
ing steed ready for a second canter. The guide 
breathed upon the fisher, and they became like 
men. They mounted their horse; and fleet as 
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was their course towards the precipice or pinna- 
cle, their return from it was doubly swift ; and 
the honest seal-killer was laid down at his own 
door-cheeky where his guide made him such a 
present, as would have almost reconciled him to 
another similar expedition, and such as rendered 
his loss of profession, in so far as regarded the 
seals, a far less intolerable hardship than he had 
at first contemplated it 
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CHAP. III. 

i)f the Fairies as a Community— Their PoRti- 
cal Principles and Ingenious Habits. 

Fbom the descriptions the reader may have 
seen of the fairy community in general, as 
drawn in the works of the eminent writers of the 
day, he may have been led to form very errone- 
ous estimates not only of the dress of the High- 
Imd fairies, but also of their political economy 
and government 

Tliere are few who have not heard of the il- 
lustrious and divine beauty the Queen of the 
Fairies, and the splendid and dazzling courts 
with which her majesty is surrounded on all oc- 
canons of intercourse with the inhabitants of this 
world. It appears, however, from all that the 
compiler can learn, that the empire of Queen 
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Mab> like that of the renowned Caesar^ never 
was extended to the northern side of the Gram- 
pians, — for she is entirely unknown in those 
countries. Indeed, it is believed that the High- 
land fairies acknowledge no distinctions of this 
sort. As there were originally none such amongst 
them in Paradise, so they are not disposed to 
create any on earth,*— and a more complete re- 
public never was. 

It is true, Satan, no doubt, exercises a sort of 
impotent chieftainship over them as his once re- 
bellious confederates,-»-but, it is believed, his 
laws and his edicts are as much despised by 
them as those of the Great Mogul. In spite of 
all his power and policy, like the Israelites of old 
each does what is right in his own eyes; and, 
unless on a Halloweven^ or such occasion of 
state, they may submit to a pageant review 
more from motives of vanity than of loyalty, 
Auld Nick's ancient sovereignty over the fairy 
community in this land of freedom has fallen 
into desuetude. 

The fairies are a very ingenious people. As 

D 
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may be ^pected from the nature of their origin 
and descent^ thej are possessed of very supericnr 
intellectual powers, which they know well enough 
how to apply to useful purposes. Nor are they 
so vain of their abilities as to scorn to direct 
them to the prosecution of those more ignoble 
l^mplojrmentsi on which the politer part of man* 
kind commonly look down with contempt. Whe» 
ther this condescension, on the part of the faky) 
be more the result of choice or neces»ty, it is 
hard for us to determine ; but certain it is, that 
few communities can boast of a mtnre numerous 
or more proficient body of artisans. We are 
told, indeed, by some of those well acquainted 
^nrith their nuumers, that every individual fairy 
^combines all the necessary arts in his own person 
*— that he is his own weaver-*-his own tailor— 
and his own shoemaker. Whether this is truly 
the case public opinion is rather divided; 
but all our informants concur iti this conclusicm 
—that by far the greater number of them under- 
stand well enough those several callings; and 
the expertness they display in handling the shut* 



tie, the needle, and the aw1« evidently denon- 
Btrate their practical knowledge of these imple* 
inents. In sujqport of tlus conclusion, we have 
the authority of a decent old man, whose vera- 
dty, on subjects of this desorij^ion, has never 
teen qtiestioned in the district in which he lived, 
who favoured the compiler with the following 
narration : 

<^ My great-grandfather, (peace to his manes !) 
who was by profession a weaver, and, by the bye, 
a very honest man,thou^ I should not say it, was 
waked one night from his midnight sleep by a tre- 
mendous noise. On looking out over^ the bed, to 
see whence it proceeded, he was not a little aato^ 
nished to find the ^oUse full of operative fairies, 
who, with the greatest familimrity, had made free 
irith his manufacturing implements. Having 
provided themselves widi a large sack of wool, 
from whence it came they best knew, they were 
aotivdy employed in converting it into cloth. 
While one teethed it, another carded it ; while 
another span it, another wove it ; while another 
dyed it, another pressed it; while the united 
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bustle of their several operajdons, joined to the 
exclamations uttered by each expressive of his 
avocation, created a clamour truly intolerable to 
* the gudeman of the house with whom they used 
so unacceptable a freedom. So diligent were 
they, that long ere day they decamped with a 
web of green cloth, consisting of fifty ells and 
more, without even thanking my venerable 
grandfather for the use of his machinery.'' 

Another narrative, with which we were favour- 
ed, related the activity of a fairy shoemaker, 
who sewed a pair of shoes for a mountain shep- 
hercT during the time the latter mealed a bicker 
of pottage for them. And another narrative re- 
lated the expertness of a fairy barbery who shav- 
ed an acquaintance so effectually with no sharper 
a razor than the palm of his hand, that he never 
afterwards required to undergo the same opera- 
tion. These, and a number of equally credit- 
able stories, confirm their transcendent superiori- 
ty as artisans over any other class of people in 
Christendom. 

Nor in the more honourable and learned pro- 
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fessions are they less dexterous. As architects 
they stand quite unrivalled. To prove their ex- 
cellence in this art we have only to consider the 
durability of their habitations. Some of these, 
it is said, have outlived the ravages of time and 
vicissitudes df weather for some thousand years, 
without sustaining any other injury than the suf- 
focation of the smoke-vents — defects which could 
no ddubt be repaired with little trouble. But 
as the relics of former ages receive additional in- 
terest from their rude and ruinous appearance, 
so must these monuments of fairy genius excite 
in the breasts of the community the most pro- 
found sentiments of respect and veneration. 

Nor are these the only monuments remaining 
calculated to perpetuate their excellence as ar- 
chitects and engineers, — there are others of too 
lasting and extraordinary a character to escape 
the notice of the traditional historian. We al- 
lude to those stupendous superstructures built 
by the fairies under the auspices of that distin- 
guished arch-architect Mr Michael Scott, which 
sufficiently demonstrate the skill of the designer 
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And the ability of the workman. As the history 
of this celebl-ated character (rendered not the 
less interesting by the notices of him written 
by the Minstrel of Minstrels) is not yet quite 
compktef, we shall make no apology for submit- 
ting to the reader the following anecdotes of hiil 
life, which we have collected in the course of oui^ 
peregrinations. 



MtCHASL SCOTT. 



Iti the early part of Michael Scott^s life he 
was in the habit, as is not yet uncommon with 
northern tradesmen, of emigrating annually to 
the Scottish metropolis, for the purpose of be- 
ing employed in his capacity of mason. One 
time as himself and two companions were jour- 
neying to the place of their destination for a 
shnilar object, they had occasion to pass over 
a high hill, the name of which is not men- 
tioned, but supposed to be one of the Gram* 
pians, and being fatigued with climbing, thejr 
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8at down to rest themselves. They bad no 
sooner done so than they were warned to 
take to their heels by the hissing of a large 
serpent, which they observed revolving itself 
towards them with great velocity. Terrified 
at the sight, MichaePs two companions fled, 
while he, on the contrary, resolved to encounter 
the serpent. The appalling monster approached 
Michael Scott with distended mouth and forked 
tongue ; and, throwing itself into a coil at his 
feet, was raising its head to inflict a mortal 
sting, when Michael, with one stroke of his 
^ick, severed its body into three pieces. Hav- 
ing rejoined his affiighted ccHnrades, they re^ 
sumed their journey ; and, on arriving at the 
next public-house, it being late, and the travel* 
lers being weary, they took up their quarters at 
it for the night. In the course of the night^ 
conversation, recurrence was naturally had to 
MichaePs recent exjdoit with the serpentt when 
the landlady of the house, who was remarkable 
for her arts,*^ happ^ed to be present. Her 
curiosity appeared much excited by the ccmver* 
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sation ; and, after making some inquiries regard- 
ing the colour of the serpent, which she was told 
was white^ she offered any of them, that would 
procure her the middle piece, such a tempting 
reward, as induced one of the party instantly to 
go for it. The distance was not very great ; 
and, on reaching the spot, he found the middle 
and tail piece in the place where Michael left 
them, but the head piece was gone, it is suppos« 
ed, to a contiguous stream, for which the ser- 
pent is said always to resort, after an encounter 
with the human race, and, on immersing itself 
into the water, " like polypus asunder cut,*' it 
again regenerates and recovers. On the other 
hand, it is a circumstance deserving the atten- 
tion of the medical world, that should an indivi- 
dual, unfortunate enough to be bitten by this 
galling enemy of mankin^^ reach the water be- 
fore the serpent, his recovery from the effects of 
the calamity is equally indubitable. 

The landlady, on receiving the piece, which 
still vibrated with life, seemed highly gratified 
at her acquisition ; and, over and above the pro- 
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mised reward, regaled her lodgers very plenti- 
fully with the choicest dainties in her house. 
Fired with curiosity, to know the purpose for 
which the serpent Was intended, the wily Michael 
Scott was immediately seized with a severe fit of 
indisposition, — an excruciating colic, the pains 
oi which could only be alleviated by continual 
exposure to the fire, the warmth of which, he af- 
firmed, was in the highest degree beneficial to 
him. 

Never suspecting Michael Scott's hypocrisy, 
and naturally supposing that a person so severe- 
ly indisposed should feel very little curiosity 
about the contents of any cooking utensils which 
might lie around the fire, the landlady consent- 
ed to his desire of being allowed to recline all 
night along the fireside. As soon as the other 
inmates of the house were retired to bed, the 
landlady resorted to her darling occupation; 
and, in this feigned state of indisposition, Mi- 
chael had a favourable opportunity of watching 
most scrupulously all her actions, through the 
key-hole of a door leading to the next apartr 
1)2 
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ment where she was. He could see the rites and 
ceremonies with whidi the serpent put iB* 
to an oyen, along with many niyst9eri6us ingiiB- 
£ent8. After which, the unsuspicious twdkdy 
placed it by die fireside, wfa^ lay our difttt^eB^ 
ed traveller, to stove till the morning. 

Once or twice, in the course of the tiight, the 
" wife of the change-house,^ under pretence of 
inquiring for her sick lodger, and administering 
to him some renovating cordials, the beneficial 
effects of whidi he gratefolly acknowledged, 
took occasion to dip her finger in her saucepan, 
upon which the cock, parched on his roost, 
crowed aloud. All MichaeVs sickness could not 
prevent him from considering very inquisitively 
the landlady's cantrips, and particularly the in* 
fluence of the sauce upon the crowing of the 
oocL "Sat could he dissipate some inward de- 
idres he felt to follow her example. At die same 
time, that he suq)ected that Satan had a hfiaid 
in the pye, yet he liked vety much to be at the 
bottom of the concern ; and thuf9 his reason and 
his curiosity clashed against each other for the 
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space of several hoars. At loigtli, paseion, as 
is too olken die case, became the ooBquoror^ 
Micbad, too, dipt his ftiger in the sauce, mud 
applied tt to the tip of his tongue, aad imme- 
diately the cock paivhed on the apa^dan an- 
nouniced the circumstance in a moum&d danoii* 
Instmtlj bis mind received a new light to i^ich 
he was formerly a stranger, and the astonished 
dupe of a landlady now found it her interest to 
admit her sagacious lodger into a. knowledge of 
tbe remainder of h^ sec^s* 

Endowed with the knowledge of Good md 
tvil^ and all the #^coiiJ«^^^ that can be ac- 
quired, Michael le£t his lodgings in the moim- 
ing, with the philosopher's stone in his podset- 
Sy daily perfecting his supernatural attainments, 
by n^w series of discoveries, he was more diana 
match for Satan himself Having seduced some 
diousands of Satan'^s best workmen into hk em* 
ployment, he trained them up so successfully to 
die ardiitective business, and inspired them with 
such industnotts habits^ that he was more than 
sufficient for the architectural work of the em- 



84 HIGHLAND SUFEKSTITIONS; 

pire. To establish this assertion, we need only 
refer to some remains of his worlapanship still 
existing north of the Grampians, some of them 
stupendous bridges built by him in one short 
night, with no other visible agents than two or 
three workmen. 

As the following anecdote is so applicable to 
our purpose, we ^all submit it to the reader as 
a specimen of the expertness of Mr Scott and 
his agents. 

On one occasion, work was getting scarce as 
might have been naturally expected, and his 
workmen, as they were wont, flocked to his 
doorSf perpetually exclaiming. Work ! work ! 
work ! Continually annoyed by their incessant 
entreaties, he called out to them in derision ;tQ 
go and make a dry road from Fortrose to Ar- 
derseir over the Moray Firth. Immediately 
their cry ceased, and as Mr Scott supposed it 
wholly impracticable for them to execute his or- 
der, he retired to rest, laughing most heartily at 
the chimerical sort of employment he bad ^ven. 
to his industrious workmen. Early in the mom^ 
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ing, however, he got up and took a walk down 
at the break of day to the shore, to divert him- 
self at the fruitless labours of his zealous work- 
men. But on reaching the spot, what was his 
astonishment to find the formidable piece of 
work allotted to them only a few hours before 
almost quite finished. Seeing the great damage 
the commercial class of the cotamumty would 
sustain from the operation, he ordered them to 
demolish the most part of their work ; leaving, 
however, the point of Fortrose to show the tra- 
veller to this day the wonderful exploit of 
Michael Scott'^s fairies. 

On being thus again thrown out of emjdoy- 
ment, their former clamour was resumed, nor 
could Michael Scott, with all his sagacity, de- 
vise a plan to keep them in innocent employ- 
ment. He at length discovered one. " Go," 
says he, and manufacture me ropes that will 
carry me to the back of the moon, of those ma- 
terials, miUer'ssudds and sea*sand.^ Michael 
Scott here obtained rest from his active opera- 
tors; for, when other work failed them, he aU 
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my« dispatched tbem to t^r rope-manufac- 
tory. ** Bat,'' gays our relator, though these 
i^nts oould never make proper ropes of (hose 
maftenals, their eIRyrts to that t^Ssct are far fi«oin 
being contmptifale,— Ibr some of their ropes are 
seen by the se»-side till this blessed day.** 

We shall dose our notice <^ Michael Scott 
by reciting one anecdote of him in the latter 
end of his life, which, on that account, will not 
be the less interesting. 

In consequence of a violent quarrel which 
Michad Scott once had with a person whom he 
conceived to have caused hnn some injury, Mi- 
chael resolved, as the Inghest pimishment he 
could inflict upon him, to send his adversary 
to that evil place, designed only for Satan and 
his Uack eompanions. He, accordingly, by 
means of his supernatural machinations, sent 
the poor unfortunate man thither ; and had b^ 
been sent by any other means than those of 
Michael Scott, he would no doubt have met 
with a wann reception. Out of pure spite to 
Mtdmd, however, when Satan learned who was 
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liis billet-master, he would tio more reeeh^ hm 
thftD he mm\d reoeive the Wife ot Beth ; and, 
instead of treating the utifitftuna^e mm imh 
tiiat harshness dbaracteristic dT Hmy lie showed 
him considerable dvilities. I«tf od«ieiiig him to 
his Sen T&igk,'^ he directed her to show tbd 
strainer any curiosities he might wish to see^ 
hiiilting wry significantly, that he had pm- 
vided Boane «oooimnodatiot»B for their mutual 
fiMid Mkiiael Scdtt, the ffight of which 
might affivrd hiin some gratification. The |n>» 
lite house-keeper, acoordiiigly, oondo^^ed the 
stnmger throi^ the prindpal apartnmts m the 
house, where he saw si^ts whic^, it is hoped, 
the reader will never witness. But the bed of 
Michad Scott i^his greattest enemy could not 
but feel satiate with revaigeatthesightof it. It 
was a {dace too horrid to be ^smbed,fiUedpio. 
nascuously with aU the horrid brutes iim^inable. 
Toads and lions, lizardsand leedies,and,am0ngit 
the rest, not the lea^ cont^uous, a large ser- 
petft gaping for Michael Soott, with its mouth 
wide open. This last sig^t kmmg satisfied die 
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8tranger^s curiosity, he was led to the outer gate, 
and came off with far more agreeable reflections 
than when he entered. 

He reached his friends, and, among other 
pieces of news touching his travds, he was not 
backwaird in relating the entertainment that 
awaited his friend Michael Scott, as soon as he 
would stretch his Jbot for the other world. But 
Michael did not at all appear disconcerted at his 
friend^s intelligence. He affirmed, that he would 
disappoint the.d-*— 1 and hkn both in their ex- 
pectations. In proof of which, he gave the fol- 
lowing signs : " When I am just dead,'' says 
he, " open my breast, and extract my heart. 
Carry it to some place where the public may see 
the result. You will then transfix it upon a long 
pole, and if Satan will have my soul, he will 
come in the likeness of a black raven, and carry 
it off ; and if my soul will be saved, it will be 
carried off by a white dove." His friends faith- 
fully obeyed his instructions. Having exhibited 
his heart in the manner directed, a large black 
raven was observed to come from the east witfi 
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great fleetness ; while a white dove came from 
the west with equal velocity. The raven made 
a furious dash at the heart, missing which^ it 
was unable to curb its ibrce, till it was condder- 
ably past it ; and the dove, reaching the spot at 
the same time, carried off the heart amidst the 
cheers and ejaculations of the spectators* 
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CHAP. IV. 

Ofthdr Domestic Economy cmd Festive Habits ^ 

It is well known that the fairies are a sociable 
people, passionately given to festive amusements 
and jocund hilarity. Hence, it seldom happens 
that they cohabit in pairs, like most other spe* 
cies, but rove about in bands, each band having 
a stated habitation or residence, to which they 
resort as occasion suggests. 

Their habitations are generally found in rough 
irregular precipices and broken caverns, remark- 
able for wildness of scenery, from whence we 
may infer that they are particularly fond of what 
we term the Romantic. These habitations are 
composed of stones, in the form of irregular tur* 
rets, of such size and shapes as the nature of the 
materials, and the taste of the architect, happen* 
ed to suggest, {md so solid in their structure, as 
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frequently to resemble **' masses of rocks or earth- 
en hillocks.'' 

Their doors, windows, smoke-vents, and other 
conveniences, are so artfully constructed, as to 
be invisible to the naked eye in day-light, though 
in dark nights splendid lights are frequently re- 
flected through their invisible casements. 

Within those Tomhans^ or, as others term 
them, " Shian,** sociality and mirth are ever the 
inmates, — and they are so much addicted to 
dancing, that it forms their chief and favourite 
amusement. The length of their reels will be 
judged of from the following narrative : 

^ Once upon a time, a tenant in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cairngorm in Strathspey, emigrat- 
ed with his family and cattle to the forest of 
Glenavon, which is well known to be inhabited 
by many fairies as well as ghosts. Two of his 
sons having been one night late out in search of 
some of their sheep which had strayed, they had 
occasion to pass a fairy turret, or dwelling, of 
very large dimensions ; and what was their as- 
tonishment on observing, streams of the most 
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refulgent light shining, forth through innumera;- 
ble crevices in the rock— crevices which the 
sharpest eye in the country had never seen be- 
fore. Curiosity led them towards the turret^ 
when they were charmed by the most exquisite 
sounds ever emitted by a fiddle-string, which, 
joined to the sportive mirth and glee accompa- 
nying it, reconciled them in a great measure to 
the scene, although they knew well enough the 
inhabitants were fairies. Nay, overpowered by 
the enchanting jigs played by the fiddler, one of 
the brothers had even the hardihood to propose 
that they should pay the occupants of the tur- 
ret a short visit. To this motion the other bro- 
ther, fond as he was of dancing, and animated 
as he was by the music, would by no means 
consent, and very earnestly inculcated upon his 
brother many pithy arguments well calculated 
to restrain his curiosity. But every new jig that 
was played, and every new reel that was danced, 
insjnred the adventurous brother with additional 
ardour ; and at length, completely' fascinated by 
the enchanting revelry, leaving all prudaice 
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behind, at one leap he entered the Shian.^ 
The poor forlorn brother was now left in a most 
uncomfortable situation. His grief for the loss 
of a brother whom he dearly loved, suggested 
to him more than once the desperate idea of 
sharing his fate, by following bis example. 
But, on the other hand, when he coolly con- 
^dered the possibility of sharing very different 
entertainment from that which rung upon his 
ears, and remembering, too, the comforts and 
conveniences of his. father's fireside, the idea 
immediately appeared to him any thing but pru- 
dent. After a long and disagreeable altercation 
between his affection for his brother and his re* 
gard for himself, he came to the resolution of 
trying a middle course ; — that is, to send in at 
the window a few remonstrances to his bro- 
ther, which, if he did not attend to, let the 
consequences be upon his own head. Ac- 
cordingly, taking his station at one of the cre- 
vices, and, calling upon his brother, three several 
times, by name, as use is,he8ent into him, as afore- 
said, the most moving pieces of elocution he 
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could tfamk upim,*— imploriog hkn, as he Valued 
hk poor parentis life and blessing, to come forth 
and go hcHXie with him, Donald Mac^illivray, his 
thtioe affectionate and unhappy broths. But, 
vh^er it was he could not hear this eloquent 
h^ilw^e, what is more probable, that he 
did not choose to attend to it,-HDertain it is, that 
it proved totally ineffectual to accomplish its oh* 
ject,— and the consequence was, that Donald 
Macgillivray found it equally mtich his duty 
and his interest to return home to his family with 
the melancholy tale of poor Rory*s fate. All the 
presmbed ceremtmies calculated to rescue him 
from the fairy dominion were resorted to by 
his ^nouming relatives without effect, and Rory 
was suf^)osed as lost for ever, when a wise man of 
the day having learned the drcumstance, set 
them upon a plan of having him delivered at 
the end of twdve months from his entry. Be-* 
twen^'^ says the Ihin Glichd to Donald, to the 
place where you lost your brol^r, a year and it 
day from the time. You will insert in your gar- 
ment a Rowan Cross, which will protect you 
10 
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from the fairies^ interpositicm. Enter the turret 
boldly and resolutely, in the mane of the High^ 
est claim your brother, and, if he does not ac- 
company you yoludtarily^seizehim and carry him 
<^ by force,— ncM^ dare interfere with you*'' 

The experiment aj^ared to the cautious oon* 
templatiTe brother as one that was fraught with 
no ordinary danger, and he would have most 
willingly declined the {prominent character al- 
lotted to him in the performance of it, but for 
the importunate entreaty of his friends^ who im* 
I |dored him, as be valued their blessing, not to 
t^ht such excellent advice. Their enl^atiesi, 
together with his confidence in the virtues of the 
Bowan Cross, overcame his scruples, and he, at 
length, agreed to put the experiment in practice^ 
whatever the result might be. 

Well then, the important day arrived, when 
the father of those two sons was destined either 
to recover his lost son, or to lose the only son 
he had, and, anxious as the father felt» Donidd 
Mac^Uivray, the intended adventurer, felt« no 
less on the occasion. The hour of midnight ap* 

I 
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proachedy when the drama was to be acted, and 
Donald Macgilliyray» loaded with all the charms 
and benedictions in his country^ took mournful 
leave of his friends, and proceeded to the scene 
of his intended enterprise. On approaching the 
well-known turret, a repetition of that mirth and 
those ravishing sounds, that had been the source 
of so much sorrow to himself and family, once 
more attracted his attention, without at all 
creating in his mind any extraordinary feelings 
of satisfaction. On the contrary, he abhorred 
the sounds most heartily, and felt much greater 
inclination to recede than to advance. But what 
was to be done ? courage, character, and every 
thing dear to him, were at stake— so that to 
advance wa£i his only alternative. In 'short, he 
reached the Shim^^ and after twenty fruitless 
attempts, he at length entered the place with 
tremblmg footsteps, and amidst the brilliant and 
jovial scene — ^the not least gratifying spectacle, 
which presented itself to Donald, was his brother 
Rory earnestly engaged at the Highland Fling on 
the floor, at which, as might have been expected, 
4 
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he had greatly improved. Without losing much 
time in satisfying his curiosity, by examining 
the quality of the company, he ran to his bro- 
ther, repeating, most vehemently, the words 
prescribed to him by the Wise man*'— seized 
him by the collar^ and insisted he should imme- 
diately accompany him home to his poor afflict- 
ed parents. Rory assented, provided he would 
allow him to finish his single reel, assuring Do- 
nald, very earnestly, that he had not been half 
an hour in the house* In vain did the latter as* 
sure the former, that, instead of half an hour, he 
had actually remained twelve months. Nor 
would he have believed his overjoyed friends on 
reaching home, did not the calves, now grown 
into stots, and the new*bom babes, now travel- 
ling the house, at length convince him, that in 
his single reel he had danced for a twelvemonth 
and a day.^ 

This reel, however, in whidi Rory Macgilli- 
vray had been engaged, although it may becon- 
mdered of pretty moderate length, will form but 
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a ^ort space in a night^s entertainment, of which 
the following is a brief account : 

Nearly three hundred years ago, there lived 
in Strathspey two men, greatly celebrated for 
their performances on the fiddle. It happened 
upon a certain Christmas time, that they had 
formed the resolution of going to Inverness, to 
be employed in their musical capacities, during 
that festive season. Accordingly, having arriv- 
ed in that great town, and secured lodgings, 
they sent round the newsman and his bell, to 
announce to the inhabitants their arrival in town, 
and the object of it, their great celebrity in their 
own country, the number of tunes they played, 
and their rate of charge per day, per night, or 
hour. Very soon after, they were called upon 
by a venerable looking old man, grey haired and 
somewhat wrinkled, of genteel deportment and 
liberal disposition; for, instead of grud^g 
their charges, as they expected, he only said 
that he would double the demand. Th^ 
cheerfully agreed to accompany him, and socm 
they found themselves at the door of a very cu- 
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rious dwelling, the appearance of which they did 
not at all relish. It was night, but still they could 
easily distinguish the house to be neither like 
the great Castle Grant, Castle Lethindiy, Castle 
Roy, or Castle-na-muchkeruch at home, nor like 
any other house they had seen on their travels. 
It resembled a huge fairy * Tomhan,^ such as 
are seen in Glenmore. But the mild persuasive 
eloquence of the guide, reinforced by the irre- 
sistible arguments of a purse of gold, soon re- 
moved any scruples they felt at the idea of en« 
tering so novel a mansion. They entered the 
place, and all sensations of fear were soon ab- 
sorbed in those of admiration of the august as* 
sembly which surrounded them ; strings tuned 
to sweet harmony, soon gave birth to glee in the 
dwelling. The floor bounded beneath the agile 
^Jb/ntastie toei and gaiety in its height pervad- 
ed every doul present. The night passed on 
harmoniously, while the diversity of the reels, 
and the loveliness of the dancers^ presented to 
the fiddlers the most gratifying scene they 
ever witnessed ; and in the morning, when the 
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ball was termmated» they took their leave, sorry 
that the time of their engagement was so short, 
and highly gr^ified at the Uberal treatment 
which they experienced. But what was their 
astonishment, on issuing forth from this strange 
dweUing, when.they beheld the novel scene which 
surroimded them. Instead of coming out of a 
castle, they found they had come out of a little 
hill, they knew not what way, and on entering 
the town they found those objects which yester- 
day shone in all the splendour of novelty, to- 
day exhibit only the ruins and ravages of time, 
while the strange innovations of dress and man- 
ners displayed by their numerous spectators, fill- 
ed them with wonder and consternation. At 
last a mutual understanding took place between 
themselves, and the crowd assembled to look 
upon them, and a «hort account of their adven- 
tures led the more sagacious part of the spectators 
to suspect at once, that they had been pa3ring a 
visit to the inhabitants of Timnqfiirich, which, 
not long ago, was the grand rendezvous of ma- 
ny of the fairy bands inhabiting the surrounding 
II 
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districts ; and the arrival of a very old man on 
the spot set the matter fairly at rest. On being 
attracted by the crowd, he walked up to the two 
poor old oddities, who were the subject of a- 
mazement, and having learned their history, 
thus addressed them: ^ You are the two men 
my great-grandfather lodged, and who, it was 
supposed, were decoyed by Thomas Rymer to 
Tomnafurich. Sore did your friends lament 
your loss — ^but the lapse of a hundred years 
has now rendered your name extinct*^ 

Finding every circumstance conspire to veri- 
fy the old man's story, the poor fiddlers, were 
naturally inspired with feelings of reverential 
awe at the secret wonders of the Deity — and it 
being the Sabbath-day, they naturally wished to 
indulge those feelings in a place of worship. 
They, accordingly, proceeded to church, and 
took their places, to hear public worship, and 
sat for a while listening to the pealing bells 
which, while they summoned the remainder of 
the congregation to church, summoned them to 
their long homes. When the ambassador oC 
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peace ascended the sacred place, to announce 
to his flock the glad tidings of the gospel-— 
strange to tell, at the first word uttered by his 
lips, his ancient hearers, the poor deluded fid* 
dlers, both crumbled into dust.^ 
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CHAP. V 

Of the Passions and Propensities of the Fairies* 

The ingenious reader must not suppose that, 
because the fairies were once angeUc, they have 
continued so in this corrupt world to the present 
day. They will be found to exhibit in their 
cpnduct as signal proofs of degeneracy from 
their original innocence and worth, as their mor- 
tal contemporary man ; and, as may be conclude 
ed, this degeneracy has entailed upon them those 
passions and infirmities, from which they were, 
no doubt, once on a time exempt* 

The fairies are remarkable for the amorous- 
ness of their dispositions, and are not very back- 
ward in forming attachments and connections 
with people that cannot with propriety be called 
their own species. We are told it is an unde- 
niable fact, that it was once a commoa practice 
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with both sexes of th^ fairy people to fonn inti- 
macies with human swains and damsels, whom 
they would 'Visit at times and in places highly 
unbecoming and suspicious ; and these impro- 
per intimacies not unfrequently produced, as 
may be well bdieved, their natwal consequen- 
ces. It exposed the fairy-females to that indis- 
position to which, before their fall, they ware 
no doubt strangers — 'We mean the pains of 
diild-birth, which, it seems, they suffer in com- 
mon with their earthly neighbours. To the 
more sceptical part of our readers, the idea 
fairy fruition may appear somewhat incredible. 
In order, however, to remove any doubt on the 
subject, we submit the particulars of a fairy ac- 
couchement, which took place, no doubt, a 
con^derable time ago,^ in the wilds of Cfum- 
gorm. 

^ A considerable time ago there was a wo- 
man living in the neighbourhood of Cairngorm 
in Strathspey, by profession a midwife^ of ex- 
tensive practice, and esteemed, indeed, the best 
midwife in the district. One night, while she 
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was preparing for bed, there came a loud knock- 
ing to ha* door, indicating great haste in the 
person that knocked. The midwife was accus- 
tomed to such late intrusions, and concluded, 
even before she opened the door, that her pre- 
sence was too much required at a sick-bed. 
She found the person that knocked to be a rider 
and his horse, both out cf breaihj and most im- 
patient for her company. The rider entreated 
the midwife to make haste, and jump up behind 
him without a single moment's delay, else that 
the life oi an amiable woman was lost for ever. 
But the midwife, having a great regard to clean- 
liness and decorum, requested leave to exchange 
her apparel before she set out ; a motion which, 
<Xi the part of the rider, was met with a decided 
negative^ and nothing would satisfy the rider 
but that the midwife would immediately jump 
up behind him on his grey horse. His impor- 
tunities were irresistible, the midwife mounted, 
and off they flew at full gallop. The midwife 
b^g now seated, and fleeing on the road, she 
began naturally to question her guide what he 

1L% ^ 
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was— where he was going— and how far. He, 
however, declined immediately making any oth^ 
reply to her questions than merely saying, that 
fhe would be well rewarded, which, however 
cmsoling, was far from being satisfactory infor- 
mation to the midwife. At length the course 
they pursued, and the road they took, alarmed 
the midwife bejond measure, and heir guide 
found it necessary to appease her fears by ex* 
jdaining the matter, otherwise she would, in all 
probability, prove inadequate to the discharge 
of her duty. * My good wmnan,'* says the 
f^^iry to the midwife, ^ be not alarmed ; though 
I am conducting you to a fairy habitation to a&- 
sist a fairy lady in distress, be not disonayed, I 
beseech you ; for, I promise you by all that is 
sacred, you shall sustain no injury, but will be 
safely restored to your dwelling when your 
business is effected, with such boon or present 
as you shall choose to ask or accept of The 
fairy was a sweet good-looking young fellow, 
and the candour of his speech, and the mildness 
of his demeanour^ soothed her fears, and recon- 



FAIKIES. 107 

ciled the Bm-Ghhm^ in a great measure, to 
the enterprise. They were not long in reaching 
the place, when the midwife found the fairy 
lady in any thing but easy circumstances, and 
soon proved the auspicious instrument of bring- 
ing to the world a fine lusty boy. All was joy 
and rejoicing in consequence, and all the fairies 
in the turret flattered and caressed the midwife. 
She was desired to choose any gift in the power 
of fairies to grant, which was instantly to be 
given her. Upon which she asked, as a boon, 
that whomsoever she, or her posterity, should 
attend in her professional capacity, a safe and' 
speedy delivery should be insured them. The 
favour was instantly omferred on her, and all 
know to this day, that Muruch-ruuBan^ the man- 
midwife, possesses, in no inconsiderable degree, 
the professional talents of his great-grandmo- 
ther.'' 

Before concluding this chapter, we owe it, in 
justice to both the human and fairy communi- 
Ues of the present day to say, that such inter- 
course as that described to have taken place Tbe- 
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twixt them is now extremely rare; and, with 
the single exception of a good old shoemaker, 
-now or lately living in the village of Tomantoul, 
who confesses having had some dalliances with 
a " lanm ^Ai ^ in his younger days, we do not 
know personally any one who has carried mat* 
ters this lengths 
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CHAP. VL 

Of the Fairy* 9 Embezzling cmd Criminal Pro- 
pensities. 

BvT, although the correspondtoce now sub- 
sistmg between the human and fairy people 
is much more chaste and innocent than it was of 
old, still it appears that the strong predilection 
which the fairies entertained for human society 
is far from being yet extinguished. It is no 
doubt the eidstenee of this predilection on the 
part of the former, and the inereamng shyness on 
the part of the latter, that could induce the 
fairies to resort to those dishonest methods 
to which they now recur, to have thdr passion 
for human society gratified. 

We presume the reader is aware that the 
fairies are much addicted to that heinous mme 
child*stealingr— a crime which these people, in 
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consequence, no doubt, of their long experience 
in the practice, commit with wonderful address. 
Often have they robbed the inexperienced mo- 
ther of her tender babe in the height of day, 
while his place is taken by an impudent impos- 
tor, whose sham sickness and death entail on 
the unhappy parent an additional load of mi- 
sery. To warn unsuspicious mothers of the 
dangers to which themselves and their ofiFspring 
are exposed from fairy practices, the fdlowii^ 
narrative may be of use : 

" There were once tvo motives of Strathspey 
who were in the habit of dealing a little in the 
whisky way— that is to say, they were accustomed 
occa^onally to visit a family in Glenlivat, from 
whom they would buy a few barrels, which they 
would again dispose of among the gentlemen of 
Badenoeh and Fort- William, to pretty gpod ac- 
count ; and on those occasions, for reasons well 
known to every district ganger, (an eyil death 
to him,) the Strathspeymen always found it 
most convenient to travel by night. Well, then, 
on one of those occasions, as they were busy 
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measuring the whisky in the friend's house at 
Glenlival, a little child belonging to the good- 
man, and which lay in the cradle, uttered a pi- 
teous cry, as if it had been shot. The good- 
wife, according to custom, blessed her child, and, 
as she supposed, raised it from the cradle. As- - 
cribing the cry merely to infantine frailty or frct- 
fulness, the Strathspeymen took no particular 
notice of it, and having their business transact- 
ed, they proceeded on their way with their car- 
go. A short distance from their firiend^s house, 
they were not a little astonished to find a little 
child abandoned on the high road, without a 
being in sight of it. One of the lads took it up 
in his arms, on which it ceased its plaintive cries, 
and with great fondness, clasped his little hands 
round his neck, and smiled. This naturally ex- 
dted some curiosity, and on closer examination 
they clearly recognised it to be their friend^s 
^shild. Suspicion was instantly attached to the 
fairies, and this susjncion was 'a great deal 
strengthened by the circumstance of the cry ut« 
tered by the child,' as already mentioned. In- 
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deed, they came to ai^ immediate conclusion^ that 
the fairies having embezzled the real child, then ' 
in their possession, and deposited a stock or sub- 
stitute in its place, it was the lucky presence of 
mind diiscovered by its mother in bles^ng it on 
its having uttered the cry, that rescued it from 
fairy dominion, for no sooner was the blessing 
pronounced than they were compelled to aban^- 
don the child. As their time was limited, they 
could not with conv^ence immediately return 
to their friend's house to solve the mysterious 
occurrence, but proceeded on their journey, tak- 
ing special care of their little foundling. 

<^ In about a fortnight thereafter, having occa* 
sion for a few barrels more, they retnmed lo- 
Glenlivat, taking the child along with than, 
which, however, they concealed on arriving at. 
the father^s house. In the course of mutual in- 
quirieS'for each other^s welfare, the good wife 
took occasion to lament very bitterly a severe and 
protracted illness which seized her child on the 
night of their preceding visit, the nature of 
which illness could not be ascertained^ but^ at 
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all events, certain death was the consequence to 
the child. During this lamentation, the impos- 
tor uttered the most piteous criesj and appeared 
in the last stage of his sufferings ; upon this, the 
lads, without any preliminary remarks, produced 
their little charge, telling the mother to take 
courage, that they now presented her with her 
real child, as healthy and thriving as a trout, 
and that the object of her great solicitude was 
nothing more than a bare-faced feixy impostor. 
A short statement of facts induced the happy 
mother to agree to an exchange, she receiving 
back her child, and the lads the stock or impos- 
tor, to whom his new proprietors proceeded to 
administer a warm specific- commonly ^ven^ to 
his kin on rimiiar occarions. They procured 
an old creel and a bunch of straw, in order to 
try the effects the burning element would have 
in-curing him of his grievous complaints- But 
at the appearance of those articles, the stock 
took the hint, and not chooang to wait a trial of 
its effects, flew out at the smoke-hole, telling 
the exulting spectators, on attaining the top of 
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the * Lurni that, had it not been for the^ unfor- 
tunate arrival of the two travellers, he should 
have given the inmates very different entertain- 
ment.'' 

When we reflect upon the extreme covetous- 
ness manifested by the fairies for human child- 
ren, the frequent instances of their embezzle- 
ment^ and, on the other hand, the ease and 
simplicity by which these robberies can be foil- 
ed> we f^I persuaded neither mother nor nurse 
will now neglect the safe-guards prescribed for 
the preservation of children from such practices* 
It is universally allowed by people conversant, in 
those important matters, that suspending the 
child's head downwards, on its being dressed in 
the morning, is an excellent preservative from 
every species of supernatural agency, and this is 
certainly a cheap and simple process. A red 
thread tied about its neck, or a rowan cross, are 
said to be equally efficacious in preventing the 
influence of evil spirits, evil eyes, and other ca- 
lamities of the same description. 

But as it is natur^ to suppose that those pre^ 
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cautions mH still be sometimes neglected, as 
they have always too often been, it is fortunate 
that a remedy has been discovered for those 
desperate cases, where repentance for past im« 
prudence would not avaiL When a child has 
actually been stolen, and a stock or substitute 
left in its stead, the child may be recovered in 
the following manner : — Let the stock be carried 
to the junction of three shires, or the confluence 
of three rivers* where it is to be left for the 
niight, and it is a certain half that if the child 
has been stolen by the ffuries, they must, in the 
course of the night, return the genuine offsprings 
and take away, the spurious one. * 



* We are informed, that there is woman still living 
in the parish of Abemethy^ on whom this experiment 
was tried. She was found one nighty rather unaccount- 
ably, as it appeared to her wise parents, on the outside of 
a window. No doubt, therefore, remained, but that she 
had been stolen by the fidries, and a stock left as her 
substitute. It was, therefore, unanimously resolved to 
carry the stock to the junction of the shires of Inverness, 
Moray, and Banff, where the poor child was left for a night 
to eigoy the pleasures of solitude. Being well rolled up 
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Bat chfldren are not the ooly objects of th^ 
envy. They are eqimlly coTetous of pregnant . 
females at a certain juncture, when they embrace 
every opportunity of securingtbem, weH knowing, 
that, by such acquisitions, they obtain a double 
bargain. The process of stealing women is the 
same as that of stealing children, only their 
ranges in quest of such prizes are much more ex- 
tensive, as the following story will show : 

^ There was once a courageous clever man, of 
the name of John Roy, who lived in Glenbrown^ 
in the parish of Abemethy. One night as John 
Roy was out traversing the hills for his cattle, 
he happened to £Edl in with a fairy banditti, 
whose manner of travelling indicated that they 
carried along with them some booty. Recollect- 
ing an old, and, it seems, a faithful saying, that 
the fairies fire obliged to exchange any booty 
they may possess for any retiu*n, however un- 

in a comfortable blanket^ she sustained no material inju- 
ry from this monstrous exposure^ and^ accordingly^ the 
result proved highly satisfactory to her enlightened gau^^ 
dians. 
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equal in value, on being challenged to that ef- 
fect, John Roy took off his bonnet, and threw 
it towards them, demanding a fair exchange in 
the emphatic Graelic phrase, Shm aho shmus 
iheen* * It was, no doubt, an unprofitable bar- 
ter for the fairies. They, however, it would ap- 
pear, had no other alternative, but to comply 
« with John Roy^s demand ; and in room of the 
bonnet, they abandoned the burden, which turn- 
ed out to be nothing more nor less than a fine 
fresh lady, who, from her dress and language, 
appeared to be a Sasonach, With great huma^ 
nity, John Roy conducted the unfortunate lady 
to his house, where she was treated with the ut- 
most tenderness for several years; and the en- 
dearing attentions paid to her by John and his 
family won so much her affections, as to render 
her soon happy in her lot. .Her habits became 
gradually assimilated to those of her new society; 
and the Saxon lady was no longer viewed in any 
other character than as a member of John Roy^s 
family. 

* Mine is jom, and youn is mine. 
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It happened, however, in the coufseof time, 
that the new king found it necessary to make the 
great roads through those countries by means of 
soldiers, for the purpose of letting coaches and 
carriages pass to the northern cities ; and those 
soldiers had officers and commanders in the same 
way as our iBghting army have now. Those sol- 
diers were never great favourites in these coun- 
tries, particularly during the time that our own 
kings were alive ; and, consequently, it was no 
easy matter for them, either officers or men, to 
procure for themselves comfortable quarters. Btit 
John Roy forgot the national animosity of his coun- 
trymen to the CottanDargj when the latter ap- 
pealed to his generosity as an individual ; and 
he, accordingly, did not hesitate to offer an asy- 
lum under his roof to a S'^zom. captain and his 
son^ who commanded a party employed in his 
immediate neighbourhood . His offer was tbank- 
fully accepted of, and while the strangers were 
highly delighted at the cleanliness and economy 
of the house and family of their host, the latter 
was quite satisfied with the frankness and urba^ 

10 
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nity of manners displayed by his guests. One 
thing, however, caused some feelings of uneasi- 
ness to John Roy, and that was the extreme cu- 
riosity manifested by them, whenever they were 
in the company or presence of his English found- 
ling, on whom their eyes were continually rivet- 
ted, as if she were a ghost or a fairy. On one 
occasion, it happened that the captain's son laps- 
ed into a state of the profoundest meditation, 
gazing upon this lady with silent emotion. 
^ My son,' says the captain, his father, * tell 
me what is the cause of your deep meditation?' 

Father,' replies the sweet youth, ' I think 
on the days that are gone ; and of my dearest 
mother, who is now no more. I have been led 
into those reflections by the appearance of that 
lady who is now before me. Oh, father ! does 
she not strikingly resemble the late partner of 
your heart ; she for whom you so often mourn 
in secret — * Indeed, my son,' replied the fa- 
ther, * the resemblance has frequently recurred 
to me too forcibly. Never were^ -twin sisters 
more like ; and, were not the thing impossible. 
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I should €fven say she was my dearest departed 
wife pronouncing her name as he spoke, and 
also the names of characters nearly connected to 
both parties. ^Attracted by the mention of her 
real name, which she had not heard repeated for 
a number of years before, and, attracted still 
more by the nature of their conversation, the 
lady, on strict examination of the appearance of 
the strangers, instantly recognised her tender 
husband and darling son. Natural instinct could 
be no longer restrained. She threw herself Up- 
on her husband^s bosom ; and Ossian, the son 
of Fingal, could not describe in adequate terms 
the transports of joy that prevailed at the meet- 
ing. Suffice it to say, that the Scucon lady was 
again restored to her afiPectionate husband, pure 
and unblemished as when he lost her, and John 
Roy gratified by the orAy reward he would ac- 
cept of— the pleasure of doing good.'*' 

From the sequel of the story, it appears that 
some of the hordes of fairies, inhabiting the 

Shian of Coir-laggack," found it convenient, 
for purposes which may be easily guessed at, to 
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take a trip to the south of England, and made 
no scruple to kidnap this lady in the absence of 
her husband, and on the occasion of her ac- 
couchement. A stock was, of course, deposited 
in her stead— which, of course^ died in a few 
days after— -and which, of cofwracj was interr^ 
in the fiill persuasion of %t9 being the lady in 
question, with all the splepdour which her me- 
rits deserved. Thus would the perfidious fai- 
ries have enjoyed the fruits of their cunning, 
without even a suspicion of their knavery, were 
it not fOT the " cleverness and generosity of 
John Roy, who once lived in Glenbrown.*^ 

The natuiral passions, lusts, and covetousness 
of which we have now shown the fairies to be 
possessed, are not, however, our only grounds 
for calling in question the fitness oi their title to 
angelic nature and attributes. For it will be 
seen from some traits in their character about to 
be detailed, that their appetites are as keen and 
voluptuous, as their inclinations are corrupt and 
wicked. Our readers would be apt to believe 
from the first outlme of their character, that 

F 
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they were an «i6wble hanakss race ^ pcopU^ 
strictly honest, and giTen ^uirdy to ifuioeeiit 
ainus^a^« But it is a £act too known, 
that many of them are employed in "ray d&ffier- 
ent avoeations from mirth anddfineing ; &>r, to 
repeat an okl Scottish pi^overb, if a* tabs be 
true,'* thievifig and blackguai^ding occupy fully 
as much of their time as muth and daneing. 
And what is staXIt worse, it i& much suq)ected, 
that their proneness to theft and knavery is not 
90 mudi the effect of necessity, as it is the effect 
of wanton depravity. However base and de« 
grading in the eyes of society appears the thief, 
even when his deviation £rom honesty is t^ re- 
sult of sheer necessity, he appears infinitely more 
so what he is solely led to the commktton of 
Climes from wantoa levity. Hence the indigna- 
tion which a worthy man £eels, whenever those 
pilfering depredators embezzle the fruks of his 
honest industry. The v^ffirlwind is not the alone 
en^ne of robbery to which the fisdiies resort; 
they recutf to, others of a more direct and ruin- 
ous character; whUethe loser, from the qpecious^ 
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ne3s of tb^. artifices, is seldom ccmsdous o£ .the 
true cmise o£ Im kssu In order to expose 
waBtonmisfl^ oC sudi i^age as they wiU be shotm 
to be guilty of, . we jneed oidyjcall oar readers 
titteiition tO'the ^ent of the indispidable p^f 
quisites which they deiiTe irom. fii^e and othi^ 
calamities imadewt to the estate cf man, many of 
which calamities, me atk icAd, are acoomplii^d 
by their agency « As, however, we would .ac^ 
readily accuse them of crimes so atrocious, with^ 
out some foundation, we submit the fdlowing 
particulars .to the judgment of oiir. read^ 
leaving them to draw their own infereaoea. . 

One day a fairy woman, riding in. the tur^* 
rets of Craig-^-naic, called on one of the ten- 
ants* wives in Delnabo, in her ndghbourhood, 
and requested of her the. loan of a firiot of oat- 
meal for meat to her family, pifomwng she would 
return it in . a very short time, as she herself 
hourly expected & considerable supply. Not 
^ghoosh^ for so smaU a trifle^ to incur the 
lEury'a displeasure^ the teiiai^s> wife complied 
frith her request, ttoai the same motives as 
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if she had been the exciseman. After regaU 
ing the fairy with a dram and bread and cheese, 
as is the custom of the country, she went out to 
give her the customary convoy. On ascending 
the eminence above the town, the ^ BenshP 
paused, and, with apparent exultation, told the 
tenant^s wife that she might take her meal home 
with her, as she herself was now suppUed as she 
expected. The woman, without putting any 
impertinent questions to the lady, as to the 
source whence her supply proceeded, cheerfully 
agreed to receive back her meal, and took leave 
of her visitor. She was not a little surprised, 
however, to observe, in a few minutes thereafter, 
the com-kiln of an adjacent farm in total con- 
flagration, with all its contents.^ 

Over and above this, all liquids spilled on the 
ground are supposed to go to their use ; and 
there are some people even so charitable, as pur- 
posely to reserve for their participation a share 
of the best , they possess. It is not unlikely, 
that such generous actions were in some degree 
influenced by such returns as the following: 
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<^ Once upon a time, a farmer, in Strathspey, 
was engaged sowing a field upon his farm, and, 
as is not uncommon, he accompanied his labours 
with a cheerful song. Now the fairies are very 
fond of music, and not less so of spoil, — and 
whether it was the music or the seed that at- 
tracted her most to the spot, certain it is, that a 
fairy damsel, of great beauty and elegance, pre- 
sented herself to the farmer. She requested of 
him, as a particular favour, to sing her an old 
Gaelic song, ^Nigha/nD(mienaBtud;'*axkdfVrhen 
this favour was granted her, she sought of him 
a present of colrn. Although he had far less ob- 
jections to her first request than he had to her 
second, he did not flatly refuse her, but he did 
what any prudent man would do in similar cir- 
cumstances,— -he inquired what she would give 
him in return. She answered, that, provided he 
granted her request, his seed would not the more 
speedily fail him ; and this assurance she enforced 
with a look so significant, as to induce him at 
once to supply her very liberally from his bag. 
She then departed, and he resumed bis work. 
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He was sooh itft^sr very agreeably surprised, when, 
be found that, sft&t sowing abundandy a Imrge 
field, wcfsa to take fire tim^s the bulk of hisl)ag, 
it appeared equal in sise and wdght to what it 
was when he imet widi the fairy* t)3miph.— 
¥kr from being in the least confounded it the 
agtetobie circumstance, he threw hk hag over 
his shoulder, highly satisfied at the act of 
liiunificence he did in the tiiomin^, kvA sowed 
with it another field of equal e!ictent without ita 
exhibiting any aj^)earance of diminution. Per- 
fectTy satisfied now with his day's labour, he re- 
turned home, fully determined to take care of his 
bag. But, just as he was entering the bam- 
door, who met him but his wife, ^ who was a fool- 
ish talkative hussey, having a tongue as long, 
and a head as empty, as the parish church belL^ 
With her usual loquacity she accosted him, ex* 
prei^ng her astonishment at the unaccountable 
nature of the sack, that had thus sown half their 
farm,— expressing, moreover, very notable sus- 
(Hcions of the cause. Now it is well known, 
that, whenever any supernatural agency is chal- 



leti^edi the «pell 1» mstaotly brokeik Sa that 
the daMimaAa.v^em^ JezehA had searoely ul^ 
teral ^kose mstmAdemxe and h^ly reprehensK 
ble wordtif vahen the hurden on the fairmer^s 
back became aa empty blig. ^ I*U be your 
deadly you foolish, foolidi wbman,^ exclaimed 
her woe-smick husband ; * were it not for your 
imprudent talk, thid bag were worth its wdgfat 
of gold;*' 

Such t^ladoas m the foregoing should go very 
far to induce ertry prudent and foreseeing man 
to be (cm as friendly a footing, as posnUe, with 
those cuqlricious and aJl-poweiful people, esped- 
ally when dieir iHendship is to be purchased on 
slieh reatonabte terms as those of which we have 
just read* The iinhap()y hero of the follow- 
ing nlirrative was convinced, when too late, of 
the truth of this observation. 

A farmer, who ait one time occupied the 
farm of AuchriadMui,of Stfathavon, was one day 
searching for his goats in a remote hill in Glen^ 
hvat, and what came on, but a thick hazy fogt 
which marred bis way, and bewildered his 
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senses. Every stone^ magnified by the delu> 
sion of the moment, appeared a mountain; 
every rivulet seemed to him to run in an oppo- 
site direction to its usual course ; and the unhap- 
py traveller thotight of his fireside, which he 
expected never to see more. Night came on 
apace ; its horrific gloom, as it approached, dis^ 
pelled the unhappy wandarer^s forlorn hopes, and 
he now sat down to prepare for the world that 
has no end. Involved in perplexity at bis un- 
happy situation, he threw a mournful look on 
the gloomy scene around him, as if to bid the ^ 
world an eternal adieu, — ^when, lo ! a twinkling 
light glimmered on his eye. It was a cheering 
blink that administered comfort to his soul. 
His fri^d limbs, which latdy refused their office, 
recovered their vigour. His exhausted frame 
became animated and «iergetic ; and he immer 
diately directed his course towards the light, 
which, from its reflection, seemed not far distant. 
On reaching the place, however, his joy was a 
good deal damped when he examined the nature 
of the place whence the light reflected. A 
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human foot never seemed to have visited the 
scene ; it was one of wildness and horror. Life, 
however, is exceedingly sweet when we are on 
the brink of losing it, and necessity had so far 
subdued eveiy vestige of fear, that Atichriachcm 
resolved at all hazards to take a night's lodging 
with the inmates, whatever their nature or call- 
ing might be. The door was open, and he en- 
tered the place. Hb courage, however, was a 
good deal appalled, on meeting at the door an 
old female acquaintance, whose funeral he had 
recently attended, and who, it appeared, acted in 
this family in the capacity of housewife. But 
this meeting, however disagreeable it proved to 
Auchriachan, in one respect, ultimately turned 
out a fortunate circumstance for him, in as 
much as his old acquaintance was the happy 
means of saving his life. On observing Auch- 
riachan, for that was the farmer's title, enter the 
abode^ she instantly ran towards him, and told 
him he was done for, unless he chose to slip in 
into a bye-corner off the principal apartment, 
where he had better remain until she found an 
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opportunity of effecting his escape. The advice 
of the friendly houseke^r he thought it JMrti- 
dent to adopt, and he was itcc<»rdingly content to 
hide himself in ^a crevice in the apartment* 
Scarce had he don<* so, when there entered the 
dwelling an immense concourse of fairies, who 
had been all day absent upon som^ important ex- 
pedition; and being well appetized by their jour- 
ney, they all cried out for some f6dd* Having 
all sat in council, the question prbpo^d for did 
cussion was, * What Was their supper to confflfst 
of?' — When an old sagacious looking fedry, who 
sat in the cMmney corner, spoke as foUoiifs: 
* Celestial gentlemen, you all know and abhor 
that old miserly fellow the tacksmati of Auch- 
riachan. Mean a%id pehuridUs, he lapproprifiites 
nothing to us ; but» on the cmitrarjr, disappoints 
us of our very dues. By learning too well the 
lesson taught him by his old and ifizend grand- 
mother, nothing escapes a blessing and a safe* 
guard ; and the consequetice is, that we cannbtiti- 
terfere with the gleanings on his fields, far less the 

stock and produce. Now, Auchriachan himself 
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ia not ttt h6me this night, he is in search of his 
gottts, our allies,* — his less careful housebcM 
have neglected the customary syegnuds; and, 
lo I his goods are at our mercy. Come, let us 
hare his favourite ox to suj^r, ~* Bravo V ex- 
obumed the whole assembly; ^the opinion of 
Thomas Rjrmer is always judicious ; Aucl^ria^ 
dian is certamly a misemble ^devily and we shall 
iia^e his favourite ox to supper. ~^ ^But whence 
flball we procure bread to eat with bim?^ inquired 
a greedy-looking fieiiry. * We ^ shall have the 
new baken bread of Auchriachan,^ replied die 
sagaoious and sage counsdlor, IMr Bymer; < for 
lie is a miserly M fellow*^he himself is not at 
home, and his wife has forgot to cross the first 
bannock ."^—^^ Bravo !^ ekcldmed the whole asseifi- 
bly. * By all means, let us have the new baken 
bread of Auchriachan.'^ 

>^ Thus did Auchriaehan, honest man, who, in- 
deed, was not at home, with no very grateful 

* Thctgonts me supposed to betufKm a very good under* 
standing with the ^oiries^ 'and possessed of ipore cunning 
and knowled^ than their appearance bespeaks. 
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feelings^ learn the fate of his fayourite ox^ witk 
out, however, dissenting from the general voice 
that pronounced his doom. And, in pursuance 
of the same unpleasant decincm, he had the ad- 
ditional mortification to see his ill-fated ox deli* 
berately introduced by the nose and killed in his 
presence. Meantime, when all were engaged 
cooking the ox, the officious housekeeper took 
occasion, under pretence of some other errand, 
to reUeve Auchriachan from his uncomfortable 
seclusion. On issuing forth from Mr Rymer's 
council-chamber, Auchriachan found the mist had 
entirely disappeared — thestones were now of their 
natural size — ^the rivulets now ran their usual 
course — ^the moon threw her silver mantle over 
the lately murky scene, and he had now no diffi- 
culty to make his way home, lamenting most sin- 
cerely the lot of his favourite ox. 

On arriving at home, he was cordially wel- 
comed by his happy family, whose great anxiety 
for his safety was probably the cause of the omis- 
sion of that duty that poor Auchriachan had so 

much cause to deplore. His overjoyed wife, 
11 
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suppoidng her husband to be no doubt in a hun- 
gry case, provided a basket of new baked bread 
and milk, and urged him to eat, for sure he 
might well be hungry. He did not, however,, 
mind her solicitude for his comfort— he was sorry 
mid sullen, and cared not for the provinon, par- 
ticularly the bread, well knowing it was only an 
abominable phantom. At last be inquired, 
' Which of you served the oxen this night, my 
lads ?' — ^ It was I, my father,^ replied one of his 
sons. ^ And did you mind the customary safe- 
guard?—^ Indeed,^ says the son, < from my 
great agitation for the fate of my father, I be- 
lieve I forgot*'—^ Alas ! Alas !^ exclaimed the 
a£fectionate farmer. ^ My dear and favouiite ox 
is no more !*— * What exclaims one of his sons, 
^ I saw him alive not two hours agoP— * It was 
only a fairy stock,^ says Auchriachan. ^ Bring 
him out here until I dispatch him.' The farm^ 
then, venting the most unqualified expresnons 
of his indignation upon the stock and its knavish 
proprietors, struck it such a pithy blow on the 
forehead as felled it to the ground. Rolling down 
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die brae, at die bock of the hodde, to the bottom, 
tberd k by and the bread along with it, both 
imnroiested; for it mai a remarkable circum- 
aCaooe, that neither nor cat efver put a toodi 
ca ihe carcase." 

it WW only renu^ds for tis to desmbe the 
iioost banou6 of all their mmes, il crime which 
are peeuliarfy reluctant td bring so open- 
ly to H^t, did tM om impartiality as an hisn 
torian oompd us. > This cvime ccmsists in their 
destruction of iKitinan tfeings, and their cattle, 
by Bveaois of tbeir magical dart commonly called 
m elf-bolt Thoise bolts tQ*e of various sizes, ^of 
ahmrd yellowish substance, resembling somewhat 
the flint, for which -they are no bad substitutes. 
The bolt is very frequently of the shape of a 
heart, its hedges being indented like a saw, and 
^i^Nry sharp* at the pmnt. This deadly weapon the 
'irieked fiury will tiirow at man or beast with sudi 
"ptednon as seldom to miss his aim, and whenever 
it bit% the litroke is &tal. Such is the great 
force with Which it is flung, that on its striking 
the object, it instantaneouedy perforates it to the 



haut, and a sudden death the oontseqoenoei 
In thebKnIdngof an eye^ amandranoxis atradt 
down cold dead, anid, seronge to-say/the wound 
is not discernible to an «tdin«iy person, unless 
he is possessed of the charm that enadides some 
wise people to trace the course of ihe bolt, and 
ultimately discover it in the dead body.— Note, 
whenever this fatal 'instrament is discovered, it 
should be carefully preserved, as it defends its 
possessor from the fatal consequences of the 

Fayi^ so long be retains it about him. 

Having now travelled over the leading traks 
^ the fairyV eharadter, pubKdy and privately, 
we shall now condude our treatise of him by 
subjoining a few of the most approved cures and 
safeguards, which afibrd {uroteetion from bis 
dangerous practices. Aq abler historian mighr 
be disposed to offisr* some letitned observations 
■on the strange incongruity of diaracter exhi^ 
inted by the fairy in the precedmg i^etches, and 
endeavour, if he could, to reconcile them so as to 
form any thing like a rational subject. As a 
plain unvarnished compiler, however^ we have 
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discharged our duty ; we have detailed, to, the 
best of our ability, the fair/s character, according 
to the nature of our materiak ; and if our deli- 
neations are strange and incon^stent, the fault 
lies either with the fairy or his professed histo« 
nans, and not with the mere machine, ot^r^^^ 
the compiler. , u 

Go to the summit of some stupendous cliff or 
mountain, where any species of quadruped has 
never fed nor trod, and gather of that herb in 
the .Gaelic lacnguage called Mohan^ which 
can be pointed out by any " wise parson.'' This 
herb you will give to a cow, and of the milk of 
that cow you are to make a cheese, and who- 
ever eats of that cheese is for ever afto*, as well 
as his gear, perfectly secure from every species 
of fwry agency. 

A piece of torch fir carried about the person, 
and a knife made of iron which has never been 
applied to any purpose, are both excellent pre- 
servatives. 



PART III. 
BROWNIES. 



Brownie haa got a cowl and coat. 
And never more will work a jot 
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ALTHotTCtt ^8 mjrdterious and very useful 
agmt has fichr become very rare among the 
Highland mountaii^, it appears that, at one 
titae, he WAS the ei^mnKm appendage of every 
toddy bf iti Ihose ^jottfttrie^ Hence, liis 
history and eharact^ia^enrell known; and his 
memory still retains a powerful interest m the 
minds of the inhabitants. It may not, thare- 
totCj be improp^ to ^ve a condensed account 
<d the most prottiinent traits df die Highland 
Brownie^s character, to enable the reader to com« 
pare his manners and habits with diose of the 
Brownie of Bodspeck, or any other Brownie 
with the manners of whom he may happen to be 
acquainted. 
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With regard to the Brownie^s origin, it is a 
point that is involved in much obscurity. It 
was always a peculiar trait in his character, that 
he never would favour his earthly acquaintances 
with any information regarding his own private 
affairs* From some resemblance the Brownie 
bore to the Fairy, joined to a similarity of habits, 
it was shrewdly suspected by the more discrimi- 
nating sort of people, that if he were not actually a 
mem]ber of the Fairy people— he was, at least, 
a mongrel species of them. But on this im^ 
portant t(^ic the sagadous Brownie himself 
opened not his mouth ; leaving them to argue 
the matter as they thought proper. 

In his personal appearance, the Highland 
Brownie was highly interesting. His person was 
not quite so tall as that of the Fairy, but it was 
well proportioned and comely ; and, from the 
peculiar brownness of his complexion, he received 
the appellation of Brownie. 

In his manners and habits he differed widely 
from all the supernatural beings* of his day ; 
inasmuch as he was laborious and faithful to 
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hb master^s interest— content to labour day and 
night for no other fee or reward than a scanty 
diet, and occanonaUy a suit of cast^ff apparel. 
Hence, the possession of so cheap and useful an 
agent was an acquisition highly desirable. But 
he was what neither money nor interest could 
procure. Having once united himself to the 
founder of an ancient family, h^ adhered to him 
and to his issue so long as he had any lineal poste- 
rity ; and hence it is, that the Brownie was only 
found the heir-loom of an ancient and h<mour- 
able family. 

Unexampled for his fidelity, he was the inde- 
fatigable guardian and promoter of his adopted 
master^s interest ; and, from his powers of pro^ 
phecy and information, his services were truly 
invaluable. Over the servants he was always a 
vigilant and faithful spy, ready to give faithful 
account of their good or bad actions; and 
hence it followed, that with these he was very 
seldom on a good understanding. So that, if 
the Brownie was left to the servants' mercy, he 
would not, in all likelihood, fare the better for 
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his fi(M!>ty. But if tbe ipast^,^ a^y regajrd 
to Ufi owu mterec^ he wi^ cmr^jul ha^ve se^a 
him propeiiy <:ared lor in his ifiw^t luidmhi?^. 

, dnnk» whidi. case .W83 rewarcbd by l^^ SAOst 
uaUmited dewtioci tQ hi» inleiiiesl. 

The hat two browni^js knoYrn in tim quarter 
o£ the Highlands Umg t^ iqppendag^s of 
the aiK^ient &iiuly of TuUodbgorm m Straths 
spey. Th&y were raalc^. wd &mak^ aad» lor 

^ au^t we kttMT, they might Uken^ haire h^xk 
mm and wi£& The male was of an ^ce^ding-i 
ly jocose and humorous dispo^tion, c^ten in* 
dviffiag m Mt]^^ sp^ta aA the ^sfm» his fel- 
lon^seryants. Ife had, ia particidar, a gfeaA 
tiiek of flingiag clods at the passeiigersi jmA 
from th^aee he got the nam^e qf " Brownm-Chd?'* 
He had, haweyer^ wi^ all his humour^ a great 
deal of ^plicity about him^ . .aod became in 
Us tura, the dupe of those, whooi he affected 
to play. Axi eminent instance of this aj^^ea^rs 
from a contract i«to which he foolishly enjtered 
with the servants of Tullodbgomiy wherdby he 
bound and obliged Jkunself to Umash aa much 
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com and straw as tfto mm could . jb Ibr 
space, of a whole ^muatf on condidon he was 16 
be gratified widi an dd coat and a* Kilmamockr 
cowl, pieeesi.of ajppard f<»rwbicb, it seems, he bad 
a greait liking. While the servants were reabn** 
ing thwadh^ at esse upon the striaw, poor 
Browaie^Clod thrashed co unremttlin^y, . mi 
performed such Hercakean tasks as no bunahr 
constitution could bear &r a week togethcvi 
Some time before the es^iry of the contract, 
the hds, out ot pure gratitude and pky, left; 
the coat and cowl for him on a mow of com in 
the bam, on receipt of which faeittstamly struck 
work, and, with the greatest trMimph at the 
idea of taking in his acquaintances, he sneering*, 
ly told them, that, ^ce they were so foolish as 
ta give him the coat and cowl before he had 
wrought for th^m, he would now . decKne to 
thrash anoth^ sheaf. 

Huar Prownie coad agus curochd 
Agos cha dian Prownie opar tullidh." 

The female was more pawky in her ways ; 
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and, instead of being a laugl^ing-stock to the 
female-servants with whom she wrought, she 
was a sort of a mistress over jthem. She was 
seldom on go6d terms with them, in conse- 
quence of the fidelity with which she reported 
their neglect of duty to their master or mis- 
tress. It was her custcmi to wear a super- 
abundance of hair, in consequence of which, she 
was commonly called Maug Vuhichd^ or 
Hairy Mag.^ Mag was an honest and ex- 
cellent housekeeper, and had the service of the 
table generally assigned her, in which capacity 
she was extremely useful. The dexterity and 
care with which she covered the table, always 
inviinble* was not less amumng to strangers than 
it was convenient to their host. Whatever was 
called for came as if it floated on the air, and 
lighted on the taUe with the utmost ease and^ 
celerity ; and, for cleanliness and attention, she 
had not her equal in this luid. 



PART IV. 



WATER-KELPIES. 



When thaws dissolve the snawy hoord^ 
An' float the jingling icy boord. 
The water-kelpies haunt the foord^ 

By your direction^ 
And nightly travellers are allur'd 

To their destruction. 

Bu&Ns' Address to the DeiL 
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WATER-KELtlE^S. 



In the former and darker ages of the world, 
when people bad not half the wit and sagacity 
they now possess, and when, consequently, they 
weremuch easier duped by suchdesignmg agents, 
the " Ech Uisque,'' or Watet-Hc&ae^ as t3ie Kel- 
pie is*cominonly called, was a well known cha- 
racter in those countries. The Kelpie was an 
infernal agent, retained in tlie service and pay of 
Satan, who granted him a commission to exe- 
cute such services as appealed profitable to his 
interest. He was amphibious character, and 
generally took up his residence in lochs and 
pools, bordering on public roads and other situa- 
tions, most convenient for his professional calling. 

HiscommisGfion consisted in the destructioa of 
kuman beings, without affording them time to 
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pFepaore for their immortal interests^ and thus 
endeavour to send their souls to his master, 
while he, the Eelpie, enjoyed the body. Hdw- 
ever, he had no authority to touch a human 
being of his own free accord, unless the latter 
was the aggressor. In (»rder, therefore, to delude 
pubHc travellers and others to their destruction, 
it was the common practice ci the Kelpie to as- 
sume the most fascinating form, and assimulate 
himself to that likeness, which he supposed modi 
congenial to the inclinations Ins intended vio* 
tim* The likness of a fine ridmg steed was fats 
favourite disguise. Decked out in the most splra-' 
did riding accoutrements, the perfidious Kelpie 
would place himself in the weary traveler's way, 
and ^aze by the road-»de with all the ae&snng 
.innocence and simjdicity in the world. The 
trf^veller, supposing this fine harae to have stray«- 
0d froin his master, and considerii^ him as. 
good cateh for carrpng him a part of l3xe .way,; 
would approach the horse with the greatest .eauH 
^% soothing it with proogy prodg^^ .md nump 

other terms of ^^dearment, ia the event of his' 
1 
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taUng to his heels, as wild horses are som^imes 
apt to do. But this horse knew better what he 
was about ; he was as calm and peaceable as a 
lamb, until his victim was once fairly mounted 
<m his back ; with a £end-like yell he would then 
fiimounce hia triumph, and plun^ng headlong 
with his woe^struck rider into an adjacent 
{100I9 enjoy him for his repast* The follow- 
ing curious relatidn, communicated to the com- 
ber by the celebrated Mr Wellox^ who pos* 
aesses the precious relic captured from the kel- 
jae alluded to in the story, will ccnnplete all the 
information that is necessary regarding this once 
fdnnidable entrapper of mankind* 

In the time, of my renowned ancestor, Mr 
James Macgrigor, (rest to his soul !) who was 
well known to be a good man, and a man of 
great strength and courage in his day, tliere was 
a most mischievous water-kelpie that lived in 
liodiness, and which committed the most atro- 
cious excesses on the defenceless inhabitants of 
the surrounding districts. It was the oonunoa 
practice of this iniquitous agent to prowLabf^ 
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the pujbKc roads, decked out in all the traj^ings 
ci a riding horse, and, in this disguise, place 
himself in the way of the passenger, who often 
took it into his head to mount him to his no small 
prgudice ; for upon this the vicious brute would 
immediately fly into the air, and in a jiffy light 
wkh his rider in Lochnadorb, Lochspynie, or 
Lochness, where Jbe would enjoy his victim at 
his leisure. Filled with ind^nation at the re-K 
peated relations he had heard of the kelpie's 
practices, my ancestinr, Mr Macgrigor, ardently 
wished to &dl in with his kelpieship, in <^er to 
hove 'a bit of a communing with him toudur^ 
his notorious practices. And Providence, in its 
wise economy, thought it meet that Mr Mac- 
grigor should be gratified in his wish* 

<^ One day as he was travelling alpng * Shchd 
MijAchd^ a wild and solitary pass on the road 
between Strathspey and Inverness, whom did 
he observe but this identical water^kelpe, 
browsing away by .the road-side with the great* 
est con^placenoy, thinking, no doubt, in his 
aand, that he would kidnap Mr Macgrigor as 
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be had done others. But in this idea he found 
himself woefully mistaken ! For no sooner did 
Mr Macgrigor espy him, than he instantly de- 
termined to have a trial of his mettle. Accord- 
ingly, marching up to the heme, who thought, 
no doubt, he was just coming to mount him, 
Mr Macgrigor soon convinced him of the con- 
trary by drawing his trusty sword, with which 
he dealt the kelpie such a {nthy blow on the 
nose, as almost felled him to the ground. The 
stroke maltreated the kelpie's jaw very consider- 
ably, cutting through his bridle, in consequence 
of which, one of the bits, being that which yoa 
have just examined, fell down on the ground.; 
Observing the bit lying at hb feet, Mr Macgrigor; 
had the curiosity to pick it up, whilst the asto^ 
nished keljne was recovering from the effects of. 
the- blow, and this bit Mr Macgrigor carelessly, 
threw into his pocket* He then prepared for a 
renewal of his conflict with its former owner, 
naturally supponng the kelpie would return him 
his compliment. But what was Mr Macgrigor^s 
surprise, when he found that, instead of retort^ 
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mg his hlawy and fighting out the nuctter to the 
last, the kelpie commenced a oool dissertation 
upon the injustice and illegality of Mr Mae^ 
grigor's proceedings. * What is youJr hunness 
with me?* says he. * What is your businesGi 
with me, Mr Macgrigor ? I have often heard of 
you as a man of great honour and humanity ; 
why, therefore, thus abuse a poor defenceiesek 
animal like me, let me be a horsey or let me be a 
kelpie, so loi^ as I did you no hann. In my 
humble opinion, Mr Macgrigor,^ continued the 
kelpie, ^ you acted both cruelly and iUegaDy ; 
and certainly your conduct would justify me, if 
i should return you twofold your assault upon 
me* However, I abominate quarrels of this scHrt/ 
says the conciliatory kel|>ie, ^ and if you peace* 
aUy return me the bit of my te-idle, we sliaU 
aay nomore on the subject*^ To this learned 
argument of the kelpie M^ Macgriger made 
no 6ther reply, than flatly denymg his request m 
the first place ; and, in the second place, mention- 
ing, in pretty unqualified terms, his oj^nion^ 
his character and profession. * It is tn«3,* re- 



plied the other> * that I am what you call a 
I^^ie; hut it ib koown to my heart, that my 
professioii was never quite congenial to my feel- 
ings. We kelpies ragage in many disagreeable 
wideriakittgs. But, the proverb ^ya, Neces* 
Hty haa no law ; and there is no profession that 
a man (x spirit wiU not sometimes try, for the 
mkeqfanhone^ Uvdihoody so you will please have 
the goodness to give me the bit of my bridle.^ 
Observing the great anxiety evinced by the kelpie 
to have the bit of his bridle restored to him, and 
feding anidous to learn its properties, my sag^ 
ckms ancestor immediately ccmcocted a plan, 
whereby he might elicit from the poor dupe of 
a kelpie an account of its virtues. ^ Well, Mt 
Kelpie,^ says Mr Macgrigor, ' all your logic 
cannot chanjge my opinion of the crinunality of 
yoiHT^professioB, though, I oimftss, it has some- 
what disanped me of my personal hostility to 
you as a member of it ; I am, therefore, dispos? 
ed to deliver up to you the bit of your bridle^ 
)mt it is on this express condition, that you wiU 
fovo^ me with an account of its use and quali- 
o3 
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ties, for I am naturally very curious^ do you 
know/ To this proposition the kelpie joyfully' 
acceded, and thus addr^ised Mr Macgrigor: 
* My dear Sir, you must know that such agents 
as I are invested by our Royal Master with a 
particular comnussion, consisting of some docu- 
ment delivered to us by his own l^and. The 
commission ddivered to a kelpie omsists in a 
bridle invested with all those powers of transfor- 
maticm, infcMrmaticm, and observation, necessary 
for our calling; and whenever we lose this 
commission, whether voluntarily or by accident^ 
our power is at an end, and certain annihilatba 
within four aCbd twenty hours is the ccmsequence. 
Had it not been that my bridle was broken by 
your matchless blow, I must be so candid as to 
declare, I might have broken every bone in your 
body ; but now you are strongs than mysetf^ 
and you can be half a kelpie at your pleasure * 
only jdease to look through the holes of the bit of 
the bridle, and you will see myriads of inviidble 
agents, fairies, witches, and devils, all flying 
around you, the same as if you had been gifted 
with the second sight, and all their machinations 



dearly exposed to yoUr observiation. ~< My 
dear Sir,^ replied my ancestor, * I am much 
obliged to you for your information ; but I am 
sorry to inform you, that your relation has so 
endeared the bit of your bridle to myself, that 
I have resolved to ke^ it for your sake. I 
.could not persuade myself to part with it for 
any con^deration whatever.'—* What!' ex- 
claimed the petrified Eelpie, * do you really 
mean, in the face of our solemn agreement, to 
retain the bit of my bridle?'—^ I not only 
mean it, but I am resolved on it,^ replies my 
ancestor^ who immediately proceeded to make 
the best of his way hmne with the bit. ^ Come, 
come,' the Edpie would perpetually exclaim, 
* you have carried the joke far enough, you 
surely do not mean to keep my bridle ^ Tin^ 
will show,' was always his laocmic answer. The 
Kelpie sdll continued his earnest entreaties, 
interlarded with anecdotes of great squabbles 
whidi he had formerly had with as powerful 
characters as Mr MaegrigcTy and which al- 
ways ended to his eminent' advantage, but 
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wlucb^ be politely insmuate^ he wcxid be Mxr^ 
ry to see repeated. But when his grief mi 
soKcttude for his bridle began to evince them^ 
cfelTes in a threateiiing aspect, a single fiot^ridi of 
diis trusty sword disarmed him of all h» might, 
■ and made him cahn as a cat. At I^gth, whea 
they arrived in fflght of Mr Maegrigor^s house, 
bli^ grief and deqiair far his bridle became per*, 
fectly outrageous. Galloping off before Mr 
Macgrigor, the Kelj^e told bim as he 
that he and the bit should never pass hia 
threshold together; and, in pursuance of this 
assurance, he planted himsdf in Mr Mac^gor's 
door, summoning up all his powers for the im- 
pending conflict. However, James Macgrigor 
resolved, if possible, to evade the Edpie's de- 
cree ; and accordingly going to a back window 
on his house, he called his wife towards him, and 
threw the bit of the Kelpie's Imdle into her lap. 
He then returned to the Kelpie, who stood sen* 
tiy at his docn*, and told him citndidly he was a 
miserable legislator ; for that, in spite of his de- 
cree, the Ut of his bridle was that imimait in 
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his vife^s poBsessdon. The Kelpie now finding 
himself fairly outwitted, saw the vanity of con- 
tending with James M|u;grigor and his daymore, 
for what could not be recovered. As there was a 
rowan cross above the door, his kelpieship 
could no more enter the house than he could 
pass through the eye of a needle; and he, 
therefore, thought it best to take himself o£f^ 
holdup forth, at the same time, the most beastly 
language to my ancestor, which he most sin- 
cerely des{Hsed.^ 



PART V. 



SPUNKIES. 



An' oft your moes-tiavening spunkies 
Decoy some wight that late and drunk is ; 
The bleesn^ curst, mischievous monkies 
Delude his eyes, 
Till in some miry slough he sunk is 

; Ne'er more to rise. 
BuaNs' Address to ike DexL 
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Spukkies* 

Th£ Spunkie is another of those now-retired 
ministers, formerly employed by the Enemy of 
mankind to accomplish their destruction. And, 
in all truth, he could not have taken into his pay 
a servant more faithful to his trust than the 
qpunkie. Whenever the traveler had the mis- 
fortune to lose his way, or whenever there was 
a prospect of deluding him from it, this vigilant 
link-boy was ever at hand, to light him into far 
worse quarters than even the purlieus of Covent 
Garden. 

Suddenly the traveller's attention was arrested 
by the most resplendent light, apparently re- 
flected from a window not far distant; which, 
however, as the traveller approached, receded 
from him like the rainbow. Still pursuing his 
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course towards it, the wily spunkie manoeuvred 
8o dexterously^ that the unhappy wanderer, was 
speedily decoyed into the nearest moss or preci- 
pice. Plunging headlong into some fatal abyss, 
the deluded victim never returned to his mourn- 
ing wife and family} to relate to them the spun* 
Icie's perfidy. 

Hapjnlynow, however, the roads are^better, 
and travellers more cauUous. All the glitteiv 
^lg meteors of tiie spunkie, cannot make the 
knowing Highlander of the present days turn to 
the right or to the left. So that the spunkie haa 
now shut shop, and become bankrupt in his 
department. 



PART VL 



WITCHCRAFT- 



When Satan^ fyt weighty dispatdies, 
Sought mesflengers caDning and bold. 

He pass'd by the beautiM &oe8. 
And pick'd oat the ugly and old. 

VOLM. 
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CHAP. I. 

Origin and History of Witchcraft. 

Wk are now come to oonnder and desoibe 
the andent and well-known order of Witchcraft ; 
the nature and object of which require very lit- 
tle explanation in a country where it has been 
so long established, as in Scotland. Taking a re- 
trospective view of the rise and progress of this 
once flourishing mstitution, we are told it was 
founded by the Grand Master, shortly after the 
oreatioB of the workL That the wickedness of 
the inhabitants having 'kept pace with their in- 
crease, Satan found work multiplyii^ so ^t 
on his hands, that his own spiritual minions, 
num^us as they werd, became inadequate to 
dieir employment. • Being seldom Mind 'to bis 
own interest, the idea of enlisting a few human 
instruments to supply their deficiencies, naturally 
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suggested itself to his fertile genius, and such 
has been the thirst for magic and power, which 
has at all times pervaded the old women of those 
countries, that he never had great difficulty in 
procuring abundance of volunteers to join his 
banners. 

Having thus established his new order of 
emissaries, Satan found them to answer his pur- 
poses uncommonly well. They drudged on in. 
his work so laboriously, and with such good suc- 
cess, that he found them more profitable tooIs» 
for deluding and hooking4n the best portion of 
mankind, than his own proper agents, whose 
means of communication and seduction were 
much more confined and disadvantageous. Ac- 
cordingly, he has found it his interest to conti- 
nue! the institution to this day. 

It will, no doubt, prove a matter of some 
attCHiishment to the amiable and considmte 
reader, how any body that has the honour of 
wearing a human face, could think of espousing 
so desperate a cause, for the sake of any gratifi- 
^eation which Satan's kingdom affords. Common 
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fame errs too much, if he is at all a liberal mas- 
ter to those who are his servants, for it is said, 
be seldom, or never fulfils his conditions with 
any one of them. Though mighty forward to 
^ter into pactions, and extraordinarily liberal in 
his terms, while making a bargain, he is said to 
be far less reftdy to perform his share of the con- 
ditions, when it is once concluded ; and what, is 
still worse, when he forfeits a penalty, there is no 
law that can exact it of him. Accordingly, we 
have heard of not a few deluded mortals, who 
sold themselves to him for sums of money and 
other considerations, but never yet heard of his 
having paid the purchase money. 

So once fared a poor needy wretch of a High- 
landman, that bartered his soul to Satan for a 
cow, and who never could get the latter to ful- 
£1 his bargain. It is no doubt true, that after 
much importunity he did, at length, perform his 
stipulation, in a way not very creditable to him. 
Urgently importuned by the disponer to give 
him his cow, he ultimately fetched him one, 
which was but a few hours in his possesion. 



168 HIGHLAND lUPBESTITIONS; 

when it was challenged by a third paftjr as his 
stokn property ; unwilling to explain how ht 
came by it, the poor fdlow was flung into a 
prison, and speedily brought before the hird 
for trial. In this distressing situation, the dis* 
poner was compelled to tell the truth and the 
manner became by the cow, not doubting but that 
the cfisclosure would hare at once exculpated him 
from the charge. But unfortunately for him, his 
ingenuous confession failed x)f its object, and the 
poor man was condemned to the zouddiey reserv- 
ing to him such recourse against Satan as he 
might 6e advised to adopt 
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CHAP. II. 

Of the Agmfs QualificeaionSf and Ceremonies of 
their Constitution. 

When the candidates for Satan^s emplo3rment 
have, by a course of probation, given sufficient 
proofs of their aUlity for the discharge of the 
duti^ of the profession they are about to adopt, 
and when they have arrived at an age befitting 
the importance of the calling, men and womeh 
are equally eligible^ though it is well known, 
that women are [Mreferred. Their initiation into 
infernal o^rders is preceded by the execution of a 
formal covmmt with Satan, sealed with the mu- 
tual Uood of the parties, whereby, for the con- 
sideriuioiis therdin expressed, Satan engages, on 
the one hmd$ to commit to the entrant the va- 
rious powers and qualificaticms which shall be 
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detailed in the following pages; and, on the 
other hand, the said entrant binds and obliges 
himself, or herself, to apply himself, or herself, 
faithfully and diligently in his service, by day 
and by night, promising to conceal the secrets of 
his trade and profession, (much in the style of 
our common indentures.) The candidates are 
then inducted into the mysteries and secrets of 
their new profession with great pomp, in pre- 
sence of the Royal Grand. Master, who, set forth 
in propria derrore^ presides over the ceremony. 
The place selected for-this imposing ceremony 
is not unfrequently a spacious lake or pool, the 
members of the craft in. attendance being fur- 
nished with their sea-worthy .nary, thdr brooms 
and riddles. The following particulars rela* 
tive to an intended initiation, which was attempt- 
ed in Strathdown, " in the memwy of the grand- 
mothers of some people still living,^ while it con- 
veys some idea of suc^ a scene as that to which 
we alluded, may also prove a warning to those 
wlio may be thoughtlessly led to embraee the 
profession : 
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In the -fime of my grandmother, the farm 
of Delnabo was proportionally divided between 
three tenants. At first equally coH^ortable in 
their circumstances, it was in the course of some 
time remarked by all, and by none more forci- 
bly than by -one of the said three portioners, 
that, although superior in point of industry and 
talent to his two fellow-portioners, one of the 
tenants w^ daily lapsing into poverty, while his 
two neighbours were dwly improving 'in estate'. 
Amazed and grieved at the adverse fortune 
which thus attended his family, compared to the 
pro^rous condition of his neighbours, the wife 
ot the poor man was in the habit of expressing 
her astonishment at the circumstance, iiot only 
to her own particular friends, but likewise to the 
wives of her neighbours themselves. On ^ne of 
these occa^ons, the other ^o wives asked her 
#hat would she do to ameliorate her condition, if 
it were in her power ? She answered them, she 
would do any thing whatever. XHerethe other 
wives thought they had got agudgeon^thatwould 
.snap at any bait, and immediately resolved to 



172 HIGHLAND ^UrEBSTITIONS. 



mfce Jpfer tbepr^ooofriaiit. Wi^I^ then^'' says 
one ^ the otber tw^ wiv^ if you agre^ to 
keep our oMWiwicatioiis strictly secret, i^id im- 
{dtdtly .c4)ey our instructions, iieitber poverty xm 
wmt shall ever assail you more.^ This speech 
of theotber wife inuaediately impressed the poor 
man^s wife with a strong suspicion of thdr real 
character. Dissembling all sui^prise at the cir* 
cutnstanc^, she pnnnised to agree to ^ their 
oonditicms* She was th^ directed, when she 
went to bed that, night, to carry along with 
her the Axir-brooni^ well known for its m^gi* 
cal propertifM, whicb she was to leave by lier 
husband^s side in the course of the night, anfl 
whidi would r^piesent her so exactly, diat the 
husband could not distinguish ^ difference in 
the morning* They, at the sa^ timet eqoined 
her to discard aU £^ of deteption, as t^eir own 
kusbfttds had been sat^^fied with those Jovdy 
s^bstitotes (the brocxns) for a great pumber of 
y^fuu Matlers bei9g thus ananged, ^e was 
desiiied to join ihepn H th^ ho^r of midmgbt, 
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&rder ta aeoDmpany tbem to tfaat scene whieh 
wad to realize her future happiness. 

PrcHd^lnng to attend to theii* instructionis, the 
poor man^s wife tdok leave her neighbours, 
fiiU of Aose s^sations of horror which the dis* 
' covery of such depravity was- calculated to pro* 
dttce in a virtuous mind. Hastening home to^ 
hear husband, die thought it no crime to brealr 
het promist to her wicked ndghbours, and, like 
a dutiftd add pradent wife, to reveal to the hus- 
band of her bosom the wbofe pttrtieulaers at thcw 
interview. The hmband gmdy commended 
bis wtfe^s fidelity, and immecKately enteHMl into 
a eoUusion with her^ which displays no ordinary 
d^ree of ingenuity. It was agreed, that the 
husband Aould exchange apparel with the wife, 
and that he should, in this disguise, accompany 
die wives to the {^M)e appointed, to see what can- 
trips they intended to perform. He acocntlingly 
arrayed himself in his wMSe's habilknents, aiid, 
at the hour of nudni^t, joined the party at 
the place appointed. The < Bride,'' as they 
called him, was most ccMrdially received by the 
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two Ladies of the-Brooia, who warmly coi^sa- 
tolated the ' Bride' upoa<A«r gpod fortune^ aa<l 
the speedy consummatioQ of her haf^Hness.^ 
He was then presented- with a fir torch, , a bro(»a^ 
and » riddl^ articles with which they theim 
selves were' fuinishodk They directed thdv 
course, along the baidcs-, of, the rolUiig . Avoii^ 
until they reached Craic^poVnain, or the Cnog 
of the Birdspool. Here, in consequence ^ il» 
ste^n^ of the craig, they found it conyenienl 
to pass to the other side of the river. This 
passage they effected without the use of their 
navy, the river b^g fordable at the place.^ 
They then came in ^ht of Pol-nain, and, lo ! 
what) human eye ei!%r witnessed such a scene 
before ! The pool appeared as if actually eo^ 
veloped in.a flame of fire. A hundred torciie& 
blazed aloft) reflecting their beams^on the tow^^ 
ing woods of Loynchork. And what ear ever 
heard such shrieiks and yells as proceeded frcm 
the horrid crew engaged at their hellish orgiea 
on Fol-nain. Those cries were, however, sweel 
music to. the two wives, of Detlnaho* Every yeU 



WITCHCBAFT. 



175 



produced from them a burst of unrestrained 
pleasure, and away they frisked, leaving the 
amiable bride a considerable way behind. For 
the fact is, that he was in no hurry to reach the 
scene, and when he did reach it, it was with a 
determination to be only a spectator, and not a 
participator in the nighf s perfcxrmance. On 
reaching the pool's side he saw what was going 
on,-— jbe saw abundance of hags steering them*- 
selves to and fro in their riddles, by means of r 
their oars the brooms, hallooing and skirling 
worse than the bogles, and each holding in her 
Uit hand a torch of fir,— whilst at other times 
they would swirl themselves into a row, and make 
{Mcofound obeisance to a large black ugly tyke, 
peirched on a l(^y rock, who was no doubt 
the ^ muckle thief ^ himself, and who was pleased 
to acknowledger most graciously those expres- 
sions of their loyalty and devotion, by bowing, 
grimuBg, and clapping his paws. Having ad- 
ministered to the bride aame preliminary in-, 
structums, the impatient wives desired him to, 
remain by the pooPs side until they should com^ 
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mune with his Satanic Highness on the subject 
of her inauguration, dinecting her^ as thqr pro- 
ceeded on their voyage across the pool, to speed 
them in thdr master^s name. To this order of 
the black pair, tlie was resolved to pay par- 
ticular attention. As soon as they were em* 
barked in their riddles, and had wriggled them* 
selves, by means of thetr brooms, into a proper 
depth of water, ^ Go,* s^^s he^ ^ in the naine^ 
die Best/ A horrid jiSX from the witches an- 
nounced thdr instant fate,«-^the magic spell w«i 
now cUssolved<->*-cradi went the riddles, and down 
sank the two witches, never- more to rise, amidst 
the shrieks and lamentations of the Old Thief 
and all his infmial crew, whose comlnned power 
and policy could not save them from a watery 
end. All the torches were extinguished in an in- 
stant, and the afirighted company fled in dtfer- 
ent directions, in such f^mns and ^militudes as 
they thought most convenient for them to adopt, 
and the wily bride returned home at his leisure, 
enjoying himself vastly at the clever manner m 
whidi he had executed the instructiims of Im 
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deceased friends. On aniving at hit hodte, he 
dreised himself in his own clothes, and, without 
immediately satisfying his wife's curiosity at the 
result of his eircurnon, he yoked his cattl^ and 
commenced his morning labours with aa little 
concern as usual His two neig^ibours, who were 
not evGi conscious of the absence of their wives, 
(so ably substituted were they by the brooms,) 
did the same. Towards breakfast4ime, 1h>w« 
ever, the two neighbours were not a little as- 
tcmidhed that they observed no signs of their 
wires having risen firom bed~notwithstaiid» 
ing their customary eariine88~>and this suru 
prise they expressed to the lai0 bridey thor 
neighbour The latter archly remairked, that 
he had great suspicions, in his own mind^ of 
their rismg even that day. ^ What mean 
you by that irepli'ed they. * We left our 
wives apparently in good health when* we 
ourselves arose. Find them now,' was the 
reply— the bride setting up as merry a whistle 
as before. Running each to his bed, what was 
the astoiushment of the husbands, when, instead 
h2 
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of. his wife> he only found an old broom. Their 
neighbour then told them, that, if they chose to 
examine Pol-nun well, they would find both their 
dear doxies there. The grievinghusbandsaccord- 
^gly proceeded thither, and, with the necessary 
instruments, draggled their late worthy partners to 
dry land; and afterwards privately interred them. 
The shattered vessels and oars of those unforto- 
nate navigators, whirling about the pool, satis- 
fied th^r lords of the 'tnanner by which they 
came to their ends ; and their names were no* 
longer mentioned by their kindred in the land. 
It need scarcely be added, that the poor man 
gradually recovered his former opulence ; and 
that, in the course of a short time, he was couk 
paratively as rich as be was formerly poor;^ 



m 



CHAP. III. 

Of the Personal SimiHtude of the Agents or 
Members of the Crafi. 

It is well known, that no sooner do men or 
women enter on this profesaon, than there is a 
striking change in their personal appearance* 
Their countenances are ioo longer the emblems 
of human nature, but the sign^posts of malice 
and bad luck. ^< Looking like a witch^ is a 
proverb that has been always descriptive of the 
most exquisite ugliness; and whoever has seen 
the frontispiece of a Highland witch will be sa- 
tisfied with its force and propriety. 

The face is so wrinkled^ that it commonly re* 
sembles the channels of dried waters, and the 
colour of it resembles nothing so much as a piece 
of rough tanned leather. The eyes are small 
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and piercing, sunk into the forehead, like the 
expiring remains of a candle in a socket. The 
nose is large, prominent, and sharp, forming a 
bridge to the contacting chin. These are repre- 
sented as the amiable features of a witch. The 
wizard^s appearance diffisrs very little from 
that of his amiable sister the witch, only that his 
face is covered over with a preternatural redun- 
dance of hair, and that he wears beneath his 
diin a bunch of hair in the maimer of a goat ' 

It has been long a subject of tough cootro* 
ven^ to what came this strikii^ defdrmity is 
justly to be ascribed. Some kfjkkas rational- 
ly enough maintaisi, th«t the eharacteriitjc de-, 
formity of the order arises from then: frequent 
interviews with Satan. That the tremor of the 
limbs, the horror of the aspect, aad aUune of tiie 
qres, with which they are always sebed duxw 
ing the season of th^ novicaation, «i rendered 
habitual to them by the forqe of custom, which 
is justly called a second nature. ^ And, is sufVi 
port of this doctrme, we are told it is a fact^ 
that, wlienever we behdid a ghost, or any other 
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unccmny being, our features beocme contracted 
exactly the same way. But, be this as it may, 
it is an acknowledged fact, that ugliness was, 
from the beginning of thdr cast, their distin- 
guislung characteristic 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of their Professional Powers and' Practices. 

Ok a nearer examination of a witches charac- 
ter, we will find her face a very correct index ta 
her heart. She is the arch*enemy of whatever 
is good and amiable. Invested as she is with 
as ample powers of seduction and mischief as 
Satan himself, she is equally expert in accom- 
plishing the ruin of the soul and body of the 
objects of her malignity. In order to convey 
to the reader an idea of those powers with 
which she is invested, and which she never 
fiuls to exercise, we shall detail them in their 
order, illustrating our statements, as we go 
along, with proofs from the best authorities. " 

The most formidable of all . the powers ccm- 
ferred on a witch conasts in the torture and de- 
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iBtruction of human beings by infernal machination. 
There are various processes by which those hel* 
iish practices are accomplished, but the most 
common process is that invented and used by 
that eminent and distinguished witch, ^< Crea 
Mhoir cu/n Drochdair^ who was burnt and wor- 
ried at a stake at Invemescs about two centuries 
ago, for bewitching and keeping in torment the 
body of the provost ^s son. Crea made an effigy 
of clay, andiOther hellish ingredients, into which 
she stuck pins and other sharp instruments* 
This effigy of the provost^s son she placed on a 
spit at a large fire, and by these cantrips the hag 
oonmiunicated such agonizing torments to the 
young gentleman, that he must have had spee- 
dily fallen a victim to his^ sufferings, had it not 
been for the happy discovery made by means of 
a little grandchild of Crea Mhoir\ who divulg- 
ed the whole secret to a little companion, for the 
small gratification of a jMece of bread and cheese. 
But although Crea, honest woman, was long 
ago disposed of, to the great comfort and satis- 
faction of her countrymen, who naturally enough 
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ascribed to her all the calasutiesTi^^ch happened 
m the countrj during har tiikimd^ she lefit 
behind her the immortal fruits of her genius^ for 
the benefit of her black posterity, in those milk 
dueyous inventions practised by the witchea of 
the present day, who understand the knadi: 
of torturmg theb xmhi^py contemporaries in aU 
its branches. 
- The next important power of a witch, and a 
wariock, oonrists in their control o^er air and 
water, whereby they raise most <beadful stcnrms 
and hurricanes by sea,, and by land, and thus a& 
compUsh the destruction of many a valuable 
life, which otherwise might have been long spu^ 
ed. The following account of the loss of a mott 
excellent gentleman exhilHts too melandioly an 
instance of the success of their experiments in 
diis way : 

John Garve Mae^ichallum of Razay was 
an ancient hero of great celebrity. Distinguish* 
ed in the age in whidbi he lived for the gallantzy 
of his exploits, he has often been selected by the 
bard as the tibme of his poems and "songs, A-* 
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longst with a constttutim of body naturally yu 
gotms and powerftil, Rassay was gifted with all 
those ifioble qualities of the mind which a true 
hero is supposed to possess. And what reflected 
additional lustreonhisebaraeter, was thathe never 
fidled to apply his talents and powers to the best 
uses. He was the active and inexorable enemy 
of the weird s&sterhood, many of whom he was 
the auspidous instrummt <d sending to their 
* Mack inhsfitanec^ mu^ sooner than they either 
expected or desired. It was not therefore to be 
supposed, that, while those amiable aetions eiw 
deared Razay to all good people, they were at 
all calculated to win him the regard ci those in- 
fernal hags to whom he was so deadly a foe. As 
nught be naturally expected, they cherished to- 
wards him the most imjdaeaUe thirst of revenge, 
and sought, with unremitUng vigilance, for an 
opportunity of quenching it That such an Op- 
porcunity did unbaj^ly occur, and that the me^ 
ditated revenge of these hags was too well ae- 
eomplished, will speedily appear from this me- 
lancholy story. 
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It happened upon a time, that Razay and a 
number of friends planned an expedition to the 
island of Lewes, for the purpose of hunting the 
deer of that place. They accordingly embarked 
on board the chieftain^s yacht, manned by the 
flower of the young men of Razay, and in a few 
hours they chased the fleet-bounding hast on the 
mmmtains of Lewes* Theirs q^ort proved excel- 
lent^ Hart after hart, and hind after hind, were 
soon levelled to the ground by the uiKcrring hand 
of Razay ; and when night terminated the ch^oe, 
they retired to th^ shooting quarters^ wha» 
Ibey spent the night with joi^Ity and minb, 
little dreaming of their melancholy fate in the 
morning. 

In the m(»*niog of next day, the diief of Ra- 
zay and his followers rose with the sun, with th^ 
view of returning to Razay. The day was squaUy 
and occasionally boisterous, and the billows raged 
with great violence. But Razay was determined 
to cross the channel to his residence, and order- 
ed his yacht to prepare for the voyage. The 
mor^ cautious and less courageous of his suit^ 
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howevef , urged on him to defer the expedition 
till the weather should somewhat settle — an ad« 
vice which Bazay, with a courage which knew 
no fear^ rejected, and expressed his firm deter* 
mination to proceed without delay* Probably 
with' a view to inspire his company with the 
necessary degree of courage to induce them ali 
to concur in the undertaking, he adjourned with 
them to the ferry-house, where they had re. 
course to that supporter of spirits under every 
trial, the usquebaugh, a few bottles of which 
added vastly to the resolution of the company. 
Just as the party were disputing the practik 
oability of the proposed adventure, an old wo* 
man, with wrinkled front, bending on a crutch, 
entered the ferry-house; and Razay, in the 
heat of argument, appealed to the old wo^ 
man, whether the passage of the channel on 
such a day wias not perfectly practicable and 
free from danger. The woman, without hesi- 
tation, repUed in the aflEumative, adding such 
observations, reflecting on their courage, as im- 
mediately silenced every opposition to the voy* 
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ag& ; andf accordki^ the wtiole party «mbflrk*> 
ed in the yacht for Razay. But, alas ! whiit 
were the consequences ? No sooner were they 
abandoned to the mercy of the waves than the 
elements seemed toconsfnre to their destructim. 
All attanpts to put back the vessel proved un* 
availing, and she was speedily driven out before 
the wind in the ditectioii of Razay. The he^ 
roic chieftaiii laboured haul to ammate hiscom^ 
pany, and to £spel the dei^Miir which began to 
sdze tbem^ by the most exemplify' comage mSt 
resolution. He took duurge of the heim, and| 
in Bfke at the comlnned efforts of the sea, wind, 
and lightning, he kept the vessel steadily on 
her course towards the loftj point of Aird i^ 
Slgre. The drocqping s^rits^ of his crew began 
to revive, and hope began to smile upon them*-^ 
when, lo ! to their great astonishment, a knrgs 
cat was seen to cHmb die rigging. This cat 
was soon followed by mother, of equal size, and 
the last by a successor, until at length tb« 
shroudsy masts, and whole tackle, were actually 
covered with th^. Hot did the sight of all 
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those caUf akbough be knew weU aiough thw 
real duuracter, intimidate the* resolute Rasay^ 
uiitfl a large black oat, larger than any of the 
resti appeared on the mast-head, as commander^, 
in^^^hief of the whole l^pn. Bazay, oa ob- 
serving hira, instantly foresaw the result; he, 
however, determined to sell his life as dearly as 
possible, and immediately commanded an attack 
upon the cat&— but, alas ! it soon proved abor^ 
tive. With a omultaneous effort the cats over^ 
timed the vessel on her leeward wale, and 
ev^ soul on board were precipitated into a 
watery grave. Thus ended the glorious life of 
Jm Garbh MucgWkhailkm of Razay, to the 
lasting r^^t of the brave clan Leod 4nd all 
good pe<^e, and to the great satisfaction of the 
abominable witches who thus accomplished his 
lam^table doom. 

^ The same day, another histOf celebrated for 
his hatred <^ witcho^t, was wanning himself 
in \as hunting hut, in the forest of Gaick in Ba- 
denocb. His faithful bounds, fatigusd with the 
mo^piog cbaoci l|iy stnetched on the tu|f by bis 
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side,— his gun, that would not miss, reclined in 
the neuk of the bbothy, — the skim dhu of the 
sharp edge hung by his side, and these alone 
constituted his company. As the hunter sat 
listening to the howling storm as it whistled by, 
there entered at the door an apparently pocn* 
weather-beaten cat, shivering with cold, and 
drenched to the skin. On observing her, the 
hairs of the dogs became erected bristles, and 
they immediately rose to attack the pitiable ciU;, 
which stood trembling at the door. ^ Great 
hunter of the hills,* exclaims the poor-lookii^ 
trembling cat, ^ I claim your protection. I 
know your hatred to my craft, and perhaps it 
is just. Still spare, oh spare a poor jaded 
wretch, who thus flies to you for protection 
from the cruelty and oppression of her ^ter- 
hood.^ Moved to compassion by her eloquent 
address, and disdaining to take advantage of his 
^eatest enemy in such a seemingly forlorn 
^titationj he pacified his infuriated dogs, and 
desired her to come forward to the fire and 
warm herself. ^ Nay,** says she, in the first 
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place, you will please bind with this long hair 
those two furious hounds of yours, for I am 
afraid they will tear my poor hams to pieces. 
I pray you, therefore, my dear Sir, that you 
would have the goodness to bind them together 
by the necks with this long hair.' But the cu- 
rious nature of the hair induced the hunter to 
dissemble a little. Instead of having bound his 
dogs with it, as he pretended, he threw it across 
a beam a[ wood which connected the couple of 
the boothy. The witch then supposing the 
dogs securely bound, approached the fire, ancl 
squatted herself down as if to dry herself. She 
had not sittai many minutes, when the hunter 
could easily discover a striking increase in her 
size, which he could not forbear remarking in a 
jocular manner to herself. ^ A bad death to 
you, you nasty beast,' says the hunter ; * you are 
getting very large.' — * Aye, aye,* replied the 
cat, equally jocosely, * as my hairs imbibe the 
heat, they naturally expand.' These jokes, 
however, were but a prelude to a more serious 
t^versation. The cat still continuing her 
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growth, bad at length attained a most extimt^ 
dinary nze^when, in die twinkling of on eye, 
she transformed herself into her proper Ukeiiei^ 
of the GtxKlwife of La^an, and thus addresoed 
him : ^ Hunter of the Hills, your hour of reck- 
oning is arrived. Behold me before you, the 
avowed champion of my devoted sisterhood, of 
whom MacgilHchallum of Razay and you wm 
always the most relentless enemies. But Basay 
is no more. His last breath is fled. He lies a 
lifeless corpse on the bottom of the main ; and 
now, Hunter of the Hills^ it is your turn.' WiA 
these words, assuming a most hideous and ter- 
rific appearance, she made a spingat the hunt- 
er. The two d(^, whidi she supposed secme- 
ly bound by the infernal hair, sprung at her in 
her turn, and a most furious conflict aisued* 
The witch, thus unexpectedly attacked by ^ 
dogs, now began to repent of her tenaerity. 
< Fastmt hakr^Jiuten^ she perpetually exdaim- 
ed, supposing the dogs to have been bound by 
the hair, and sp effectually did the hmjkitm 
accor^g to her o^A^f that it at l^t mvgi the 
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beam in twiuL At length, findhig herself com- 
pletely overpowered, ^e aUempted a retreat, 
but 80 dosely were the hounds fastened ^l her 
breasts, that it was wkh bo smaU difficulty she 
oould get herself disengaged from dimi. Scream- 
ing and dnriekingy the Wife of Laggan dragged 
hmeif out of the house* trailing after her the 
dogs, which were fastened in her so closely, 
that they never loosed their hoM, until sh^ de- 
molished every tooth in their heads. Then me- 
tamorphoung herself into the likeness of a ra- 
ven, she fled over the mountains in the direc- 
tion of her home. The two £uthful dogs, Ueed- 
ing and exhausted, returned to their master, 
and, in the act of caressing his hand, both fell 
down and expired at his feet Regretting their 
loss with a sorrow only known to the parent 
who weeps over the remains of d^iarted child- 
ren, he buried his devoted dogs, and returned 
home to his family. His wife was not in the house 
when he arrived, but she soon made her appear- 
anee. * Where have you been, my love inquired 
the hud)aad.~< Indeed,' rqdies she, < I have 
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been seeing the Goodwife of Laggan, who has 
been just seized with so severe an illness, that she 
is not expected to live for any time/ — * Aye t 
aye!^ says he, ^ what is the matter with the 
worthy woman She was all day absent in 
the moss at her peats,' replies the wife, * and 
was seized with a sudden choUc, in consequence 
of getting wet feet, and now all her friends and 
neighbours are expecting her demision.''— * Poor 
woman,' says the husband, ^ I am sorry for her. 
Get me some dinner, it will be right that I 
should go and see her also.^ Dinner being pro* 
vided and dispatched, the hunter immediate- 
ly proceeded to the house of Laggan, where 
he found a great assemblage of neighbours 
mourning, with great sincerity, the approaching 
decease of a woman whom they all had hitherto 
esteemed virtuous* The hunter, walking oip to 
the sick woman^s bed in a rage, proportioned 'to 
the greatness of its cause, stripped the sick wo- 
man of all her covering. A shriek from the 
now exposed witch brought all the company 
around her. ^ Behold/ says he, ^ the object of 
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your solicitude, who is nothing less than an in- 
fmial witch. To-day, she infonns me, she was 
present at the death of the Laird of Razay, and 
only a few hours have elapsed since she attempt* 
ed to make me share his fate. This night, how* 
ever, she shall expiate her crime, by the forfeit- 
ure of her horrid life.^ Relating to the com- 
pany the whole circumstances of her attack upon 
him, which were too well corroborated by the 
conclufflve marks she bore on her person, the 
whole company were perfectly convinced of her 
criminality ; and the customary punishment was 
about to be inflicted on her, when the miserable 
wretch addressed them as follows: ^ My ill*, 
reqiuted friends, spare an old acquaintance, 
already in the agonies of death, from any fsurther 
mortal degradation. My crimes and my foUy 
now stare me in the face, in their true colours, 
while my vile and perfidious seducer, the enemy 
of your temporal and spiritual interests, only 
laughs at me in my distress ; and, as a reward 
for my fidelity to his interest, in seducing every 
thing that was amiable, and in destroying every 
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timg. tbftt wft8 good, he is nov About to oons^ 
iBy «giil t0 ^i^md miiefy; Xiet my enmple be 
a ws\xmkg to aU the jKK)(ile of tba earth to 
shun the £o^ roek w wbiob I have sfSSi ; and 
a stJToiig iiiduceixiaAt for them to do so, I shall 
atone for my ioiquity to the utmost of my 
lity, by detailii)^ to . you the avfiil history of 
my Ufe.^ H?re the Wife of Laggra detiuled at 
full length the way she was seduoed into the 
service of the evil one,-<-r-all the criminal advn- 
tures in which she had been ei^aged, and ended 
with a particular acppunt oi the death of Mae- 
giliichallum of Razay, and her attack upon the 
hunter, and then expired* 

" Meanwhile, a neighbour <rf the Wife of 
Laggan was retunu^ home kte at night from 
Strathdearn, wh^e he bad been upon wme bu- 
siness, and had just enticed the dreary foaeent 
of Monalea in Badenoch, when he met woman 
dressed in black, who ran with great speed, and 
inquired at the travel)^, with great agitf^on, 
how far she wa^ distant from the diurch«-yard 
of I}aliHros«e»«^d if 9)m could be there 1^ twelre 



d*cldck. The trayeller told her Ae might, if 
she continued to go at the same pace thm die 
^ then. She tl^ fled alongst the rood^ utter- 
ing the inoet defposKfii^ kmentations, and the 
tmTeller continued his road to Badenoch. He 
hiid liot^ however, walked many miles when he 
met a large bhek dog, whidi trarelled pafit him 
with much velocity, as if upon the scent of a 
tfftck or footsteps^ and soon after he met another 
large black dog sweeping along in the same 
manner* The last dog, however, wa» seare^ 
prtst, when he met a stoat bhda ma» on a £wt 
fleet Uack oonrsor, prandng idong in the same 
direction after the dogsb ^ Pray,^ says the rider 
to the traveller, * did you meeta woman as you 
came along the hill?^ The traTcller replied in 
^e aflbrmative. ^ And did you meet a dog soon 
after ?* rejoined the rider. The traveller repbed 
he (KcL ^ And,' added tfie rider, ^ do yon 
think the dog will overtake her ere she can 
reach the church of Dalaro«sser~^ He will, at 
any rale, be very close upon her beels,^ answer* 
ed the traveler. Eadi then took his own way. 
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But hetore the traveller had got the length of 
. Glenbanchar, the rider overtook him on his re- 
turn, with the foresaid woman before him across 
the bow of his saddle, and one of the dogs fixed 
in her breast, and another in her thigh. ' Where 
did you overtake the woman V inquired the 
travdler. ^ Just as she was entering the churchy- 
yard of Dalarossie,^ was his reply. On the tra* 
veller's return home, he heard of the fate of the 
unfortunate Wife of Laggan, winch soon ex* 
{dained the nature of the company he had met 
on the road. It was, no doubt, the spirit of the 
Wife of Laggan flying for protection from the 
infernal spirits, (to whom she had sold hersdf,) 
to the church-yard of Dalarossie, which is so sa^ 
cred a place, that a witch is immediately dis-^ 
scdved from all her ties with Satan, on making a 
plgrimage to it, either dead or alive. But| it 
seems the unhappy Wife of Laggan was a stage 
too late.** 

There is another power given to them, which 
is a most mischievous one, and proves the fruits 
ful source of almost all the crimes and miseries 
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which deluge the land,— that of sowing the 
«eeds of discord amongst mankind in public and 
private life. We will say nothing of the decree 
of secret influence which these worthies probably 
enjoy in overruling the councils of our nation, 
and thwarting the judgment of our ministers 
so as to answer their private purposes, as 
it would be out of our strict line of delinea- 
tion. But we speak from the best authority 
when we say, that they are the conunon and 
secret instigators of those deplorable quarreis 
and divisions which sometimes happen between 
those who ought to be one flesh. Whenever we 
see a broken-hearted wife, mourning over the 
misconduct of her husband, who, once tenderly 
affectionate and attentive to the discharge <^ his 
domestic duties, is now changed into the domes* 
tic tyrant and whisky-bibber, we need never he- 
sitate for a moment to pronounce the cause to 
be witchcraft And the same rule holds good 
in regard to the misconduct of the wife,, vice 
versa* Behold, again, the man of sin, clotiied 
in the garment of disgrace, that^^ts ^gimauon 
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tki creefff? Ask bka what Uindfold infSfttiai- 
tkm could have mdiiced him to have^de£led hn 
nei^bour^s bed^ and he will tell you^ widi 
a groan, it was ^< BuchucbdJ" 

Nor am their operations confined to the inju- 
ry of a pmon^s spiritual interest alone-^-th^ 
even descend to die lowest inddeots in a nutn^ 
^attng. If the leader i^anld see a tmnagant 
of a wife raise over the aqnd of her poor 
cuekdd at a hosband, die trags or qpiartlev dew 
sNOMbig of hias^ wiUi vehement doqoeno^ ike 
cause of purdiasing a hom or a eowat double 
its vidue, his anewm* to her wiii osrtainty be~ 
<^ Me ve ar mu Buchudid«^ 

Thus the ruination of our qnritual iatcKSts 
k not enough to satisfy thm inveterate^aaaligni- 
ty»— -di^ must likewise injure our tenqMoal ii^ 
terests, whiefa, however incompemble to the 
formnr m point of intrinsic importance, yet 
causes the suffers ftdly as much grief*. Indeed 
so deOTly do the nost of the people of this 
worid love thar tempcml means and estate 
that we feel luUy persuaded, that did those 



agents eoi^ne their operacicms to the injury of 
our spiritual interest alone, which^ as Sotan^s in- 
struments, we should nftturaUy suppose to be 
their {M*oper line of business, the ehunour against 
theirmittotts and abominable pmetices would be 
mudi less violent than it i& Thai much, how- 
ever, of the Highlandei^s Hbend dispositioiL 
tl>e sly^ sounding witch is intiniacdy JKquaisted 
with,"and for this very reason she redoubles 
her diligence to cause hira all the loss in her 
power, as the most effisctoal way of ooo^teting 
Ibs misery. Hence, it often hiq^pens^ that 
should a horse, an ox, or a cow, of unequalled 
symmetry and beauty, be so unlucky as to at- 
tmet the bcrcm of its albctioiuite owner;— by 
whatever means the sagadoos witdi diseofers 
die seciet we know not, but eertam annihikttion^ 
acoomplished by scxne means or other, will be 
the poor animal^s lot. Such a calamity as this 
is soflSdently mortifying, but it is a small one 
when compared to the loss of a person^s whde 
slodt, which too frequcittfy follows the loss ci 

€fOe. Having once inserted the inlenMl pfflow 
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into some snug corner, its influence will ^ve 
the finishing stroke to all the cattle and creeping 
things on a farm. This pillow, not to give it a 
worse name, is a little four-cornered bag^ pack- 
ed with diverse exterminatmg diseases, in the 
familiar likeness of hair, grease, pairings of 
nails, shoe-tackets, salt, powder, and other in- 
fernal knick-knacks, too tedious to be described, 
which, when thrown into the fire, makes a noise 
the like of which has seldom been heard. 

No sooner is this bag deporited in a cleft in 
the stable or bjrre than it commences its de- 
structive career, producing the death of the 
bestial in whole lots, until the last hen on the 
roost will fall a sacrifice to its deadly influence. 
Nor is this all ; they will attach some infernal 
cantrips to the farming-iitensils that no good 
crop will follow their operations, and what may 
escape the influence of the baggie is commonly 
destroyed by frost* rain, lightning, and other 
calamities, which the craft can produce at their 
pleasure, so that it is unfit for the use of man or 
beast. In short, of all the ills incident to the 
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life of man, none are so formidaBIe as wit^h- 
craft, before the combined influence of which, 
to use the language of an -honest roan who had 
himself severely suffered from its efiects, the 
great Liurd of Grant himself could not stand 
them if they should fairly yoke upon him. 
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CHAP. V. 

Qflhe WUcKa Powers ^ TransfijrmUum. 

Those of our readers who are not very wdl 
acquainted with the theory of witchcraft will 
not be a little surprised at the unaccountable 
activity of its agents, who are capable of pay« 
mg not only proper attention to their own pii- 
vate affairs, but likewise of canying oh almost 
all the business of the Evil One in this land. 
In order to obviate all surprise on this head, be 
it remembered, that they are endowed with 
as ample powers of transmigration (at their in* 
stitution into the craft) as any other of Satan^s 
iq^itual agents ; consequently, there is no simi- 
litude from their own proper likenesses to thai 
of a cat or a stone, but they can assume at 
pleasure. Hence the speed and privacy with 
which they attain thdr evil ends- 

9 
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One of the most <Nrdki«ry duigiuses of a Ba}^ 
BuchiduT is the similitude of a hare. This 
transformation she finds exceedingly convenient 
while performing her cantrips in the field^be- 
witching farming impleoaents— destroying com 
and grass-— hdding communion with the sta- 
terhood, and similar pieces of business. It en- 
ables her to execute her undertakings with great* 
er expedition, aikl flee more fleetly on any emer^^ 
geney, than she could do in any other cha- 
ractar. 

A second is the likeness of a cat— by pmon* 
ating which, she procures admission to the in- 
most recesses of a house, to dqposit her infernal 
machiaery, without exditing the least suspicions 
of her real character and intentions. 

A third is her transformation into a stone, 
which is a ccunmon practice with the witch in 
the seascm of agricultural operations, by which 
she is afforded great opportunities of miscjiirf 
to the ffurmer'^s inlerast The wily witch will 
penetrate into the ground, and place herself in 
the line of the plough^ and, as it p ass e s her, she 
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will creep in betwixt the sock and the culter> 
The plough is consequently expelled from the 
ground for a considerable space, and a bauJc^ 
is the consequence. For these iniHdious and 
barefaced acts of iniquity, the witch, if discover* 
ed, seldom escapes with impunity. Stepping the 
cattle, the ploughman will take hold of the stone, 
bestowing upon it the most abusive and oppro- 
brious epithets, and da^es her with, all his 
might against the hardest substance he can.find, 
as a mark of his hatred and contempt for her 
character. 

A fourth is her transformation into the shape 
of a raven ; which now, in a great measure, su« 
persedes the use of her ancient and renowned 
hobby-horse, the Broom, on which she formerly 
walloped with such surprising velocity. This 
similitude is commonly assumed by her when on 
excuraons to any distance, to attend the counsels 
of Satan~>ta hold communion with the sister* 
hood-— or to attend some important enterprise. 

The witch likewise assumes the character of 
a magpie on occasions of sudden emergency^ 
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which require immediate conference with a num- 
ber of the members of the craft. The likeness 
of this bird, which is of a domestic character, 
and fond of hopping and picking* about the 
doors, screens the witch from suspicion, as she 
visits another witch's dwelling. Hence, when a 
number of magpies convene together side by side 
on a house top, it is no wonder that their ap» 
pearance should occasionally excite suspicion. 
But we humbly think that mere suspicion by no 
means justifies that hostility of temper which in 
several districts the inhabitants are led to enter- 
tain against the whole race of magpies, merely 
because the witches sometimes assume their si- 
miKtude. These suspicions are no doubt a good 
deal heightened by the circumstance of the poor 
magpie^s being a little endowed with the gift of 
prophecy. As a foreteller of minor eventfin— 
such as the coming of visitors, the change of 
weather, and such like litde occurrences— the 
magpie has never been excelled ; and notwith- 
standing the illiberal conduct of its human 
neighbours, those little qualities are always ex- 
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erted by the magpK for their cotafort and cofi- 
vemence. 

On the mormng of that ausfncious day on^ 
which the factor, the pu'soD, or any othar of the 
country gentry of equal importance, is to pay a 
yisit to the lord of the manor on which the mag- 
pie may have pitched her readence, 8he will ap*- 
{»*oach the house, and^ by her incessant chaUer- 
ing, announce to the inluibitants the coming of 
the Consequential ^n:aager« Th^ statis aput- 
Btent, perhaps rather d^anged, is consequcptly 
arrayed in proper order ; and the neeefisary p^ 
visions to entertain the expected guests are thoe* 
oUsly procured, which, but for the magjHeVge^ 
nerous and ill-rewarded pk*emonition, could Bot 
perhaps be provided for the occasion. 



CHAP. VI. 
Safeguards J^om WUchcrqfi. 

As wiu^eraf t is in hself bjr ftr the greatest 
catamily die Higbknder ie sat^cct to^ so Profi- 
denoe, in its wise economy, hM aflbfded him the 
anipfest BMns of guarding against its effects. 
And if a radical remedy has not yet been dis* 
covered for the evil in all its bearings, it is only 
because mankind have not been equally solicit* 
ous for the discovery of it. Adverse to a mur* 
muring discontented spirit, the Hij^ilander is 
satisfied with the removal of a riiare of his 
grievances. Having obtained a knowledge of a 
certain remedy fen- those practices of the craft 
which wrigfa most heavily on his temporal inte- 
rests, he is not so pesumptuous as to suppose, 
that Providence is so partial in its favours, m to 
grant him a remedy for those that affect his no. 
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mortal interests also. Satisfied with the benefits 
he enjoys, he is not clamorous for an extension 
of them, leaving the concerns of another wodd 
for a season of more convenience and leisure. 

As a sovereign protection for goods and chat- 
tels of every description from the machinations 
of those despicable agents, the rowan cross, of 
invaluable excellence, has never been known to 
prove inefiectual. Its salutary influence on eveiy 
q)ecies of supernatural agents is well known, 
and there are none to whom the smell of the 
rowan is more obnoxious than the Ban Bu- 
ohichd.*^ As a proof of its efficacy, we can pro* 
duce no better authority than the following af- 
fecting story : 

There is, in the vicinity of Forres, an old 
decayed edifice, called < Castle Boorgie^ in whii^ 
pnce lived a rich Laird, who had a beautiful 
daughter. Seemingly possessed of every en- 
gaging accomplishment, and apparently endowed 
with the most amiable disposition, she was the 
dmrling of her aged father, whose hopes and 
joys were whoUy centered in her. One s^Hing 
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morning, as her father and herself were sufvey. 
ing the delightful prospects which the castle 
commanded, the immense number of ploughs at 
wcnrk within the compass of their vision happened 
to attract their attention. < Father,^ says this 
ilUfated, unconscious child, ^ do we not behold 
a vast number of ploughs in the widely-extended 
district now in our view * Yes, my love, we 
do,* replied the father, <and it is a pleasant 
thing to look at them.' — ^ What reward will you 
give me,' added she, < if, by a single word, I 
^ball cause them all stand as immoveable as if 
the cattle were transformed into stones ?'-— ' On 
that condition,' replied the astonished father, 
* the most superb and costly gown in the town 
of Forres shall be yours.*—* It is done,"^ says 
the daughter. Raising her hand, she muttered 
an unintelligible sound, and, lo ! all the ploughs 
in the district, with the exception of a tnngle 
one, stood stock still and immoveable.—* In* 
deed !' exclaims her father, * you are a rare con- 
juror, my dear ; but how is that plough in the 
adjacent park exempted from the magical eficct 
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of your powerful ^bam P^---^ The cause I can 
easily guess,' says (die ; ^ there is, in one of the 
oxen's bowB, a pin of the rowan tree, the vir« 
tue of which drfeats all attempts at preternaf oral 
fascination.^ — ^^Aye, aye,^ says he, * ail those 
things are wonderfully jMretty ; jHray who taught 
them to yon < My old nurse taught me those 
fine things, and am not I greatly obliged to hef , 
Sir < You ai«, undoubtedly,' he i^qplies^ < and 
she shall soon have her rew«rd» Oh ! my deatf, 
my f^y child— support and eomfort of st^ ag^ 
bead-*-»would to God you had nev^r be^ bdm.' 

Summraing knmediately a eoundl of Us 
friends, the broken-hearted parent r!evealed to 
them the whole circumstance ; and craved their 
ofnnion as to the measures that should be adi^ted 
in this deefdy.to43e-d^^red case. Afta* due 
ccmsultation, the council gave it as their dedded 
i^Huiouy that) concluding that she was irrecover^ 
ably lost to all good in this world, the extensioa 
of her life would be only productive oi eternal 
disgrace and infamy to h&t friends, while her 
qpirituai imerests would every day be destroyed 



by aceumulatiDg guilt Therefore^ that her life 
fthpold be inttaatly termkiated by a priTSte 
death ; and that the old hag, the author of her 
ruin, should be publidy burned voider erery 
ignominious drcumstanoe. To this hard deci- 
sion the agonised fatherj was pmuaded to as- 
sent; and a doctor was immediately dispatched 
£c»r to Forres, to point out the easiest mode 
of taking her Ufe. Bleeding the temporal 
arteries was the mode of death agreed on, and 
the poor innocent victim of the old hag's dqpra* 
Ytiy was introduced into a private apartment, 
in cHxIer to undergo the awful operation. On 
entering the apartment, her unhappy father 
burst out into a flood of tears. Observing his 
distress, his aflectimate little daughter also fell 
A crjrii^. ' What is the matter irith you, my 
dear father ?* says she. ^ Have you recrived any 
bad news ? Oh ! tdl me what is the matter with 
you, that I may share your sonows and dry 
your tears.** Fearing that the iathei^s courage 
mf^t natmally fail him under so signdi a trial, 
the frioids praent. in^antly seiied die astonish- 
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ed dear girl, bound her hand and foot, and 
jdaced her in a vat, and the surgeon inflicted on 
her two brows, fair and beautiful as those of 
an angel, the fatal wounds. As the blood flow- 
ed, the poor affrighted victim perpetually ex- 
claimed, * Do not kill me, do not kill me ; what 
have I done to offend my dearest father ? I am 
^e I did no harm. For the sake of my dear 



mother, who is no more, and for whose sake you 
loved me so well, do not let them kill me, my 
dear father.^ The unhappy father sunk sense- 
less on the floor, and his expiring child soon 
dosed her eye on this world, sighing, with her 
last breath, ^ My dearest father, do not kill me.^ 

The old hag was then brought out to the • 
lawn in front of the castle, and thrown into a 
huge furnace of tar and other combustiblei^ 
anndst the genial execration of the assembled 
multitude. And it is said, that while the witch 
was burning, every crack she gave was as loud 
as the report of a war cannon."** 

When, by the neglect of the presmbed safe- 
guards, the seedA of iniquity have taken root. 




18 



WITCHCmATT. 



215 



and a peraon^s means are decaying in conse- 
quence, the (Hily alternadye, in this case, is to 
resort to that grand remedy, the Tein Ecai^ 
uch^ or Forlom Fire^ which sddom fails of 
bdng productive of the best effects. The cure 
for witchcraft, called 7Vm Econuch^ is 
wrought in the fdilowing manner: 

A consultation bring held by the unhappy 
txsSSfftet and his friends as to the most advisable 
measures of effecting a cure, if this process is 
adopted, notice is privately cmnmunicated to all 
those householders who rende within the near* 
est two running streams, to extinguish their 
lights and fires cm some appcnnted morning. 
On its bring ascertained that this notice has been 
duly observed, a spinning-wheel, or some other 
ocmvenient instrument, calculated to produce 
fire by friction, is set to work with the most 
furious earnestness by the unfortunate sufferer, 
and all who wish well to his cause. Believing 
each- other by turns, they drive on with such 
persevering diligence, that at length the qpindle 
of the wheel, ignited by excessive fricticm, emita 
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Fcrhm Fire^ m abutidwce, wliidi, by the 
application of tow, or some other conbustible 
material, is widely extended over the whole 
neighbourhood. Commimici^i]^ the fire to the 
tow, the tow conHHimicates it to a candle, the 
candle to a fir-torch, the torch to a c«rtAil of 
peats, which the master of the ceremomes, with 
|noiis ejaculatitms for the success of the experi- 
ment, distributes to messengers, who will pro- 
ceed with poitions of it to the different houses 
within the said two running streams, to kindle 
the different fires. By the influence of tins q)era- 
tion, the machinationfi and spells of witdbcraft 

are rendered null and void,'' and, in the lan- 
guage of Scots kw, " no avail, fmae, strength, 
or effect, with idl that h«i Allowed, or may 
low thereupon." 

But should the evil prove so obstinate and 
deep-rooted, as to triumj^ over this most com- 
monly efficaaous rmedy, the demier resort is 
an application to that arch enemy of Satan, Mr 
Grkfpt WiHox M acgrigor. Emperor of all the 
Xkmjurors. 
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The name of this gentlonan is well known to 
the inhabitants of the northern counties of Scot- 
Imd, as the happy proprietor of that invaluaUe 
and wonderful relic, which the vulgar are some- 
times pleased to denominate Clach Ghrig^r 
Willock,'' alias " Clach Ban na Buchuchdy' 
but which, in our opinion, deserves a far more 
dignified, if not a more appropriate appellation. 
We humbly submit it should be caUed the 
Philosopher's Stone, not so much out of com- 
pliment to its learned and elegant proprietor, 
although, by the bye, he is wonderfully phUoso^ 
phiCf as out of pure justice to the stone itself, 
for it certainly is the best substitute for the 
^and object of the chemisf s research, that has 
hitherto been discover^. If the philosopher's 
stone will convert metal into gold) the ^< war- 
lock's stone'' will convert water into silver by a ' 
process perhaps more round-about, but equally 
certain. 

The history of such a precious curiosity as 
this would, no doubt, prove highly interesting 
to the curious reader and the writer has to 

K 
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Uame the fihortness of Im memory for not gra- 
tif jing bim to the utinott of his with, Mr Wil- 
lox having more than once personally favoured 
him with a very eloquent account of it. Suffice 
it to say,, that this stone was ori^nally extorted 
by a very ancient ancestor of Mr Willox from 
an amorous slut of a merinaid, who, unfortu- 
nately for h^, happened to take a fancy to bipi, 
and no wonder, too, if he possessed in any de- 
gree the personal attractions of his lineal posteri* 
ty* It happened, then, that this silly fool <^ a 
mermaid once thought it proper to throw herself 
in this gentleman's way, expecting, no doubt, 
very different treatment from that which she ex- 
peri6nced,«wwlien her unnatural sweetheart, in- 
stead of offering her any endearm^ts, most im- 
gradously chained her to a post, until she re- 
deemed her liberty by this precious ransom. 
This was, no doubt, long, long ago, nobody 
knows how long, and the stone has necessMrily 
seen many revolutions of times and masters in 
the course of its day. It graced fbr a long 
time the warlike standard of the brave clan 
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Qrxegoftt comUningy as the upb^dsteret si^s^ 
'* gtesX' otnam&^t with muoh utility;^ for, 
while it served' to set off not A little diose aplcn* 
did banners^ it invariably secured their follow*- 
ers victory over their cont^oding lbe$. It af* 
tferwards returned to the Willox family, with 
whom it has eontintied to the present day. It 
could not descend to a race of gentkmeh who 
Qould do greater justice to its excellent qualities, 
at)d certainly the fauh cannot be traced to the 
present proprietor, if, during hta liferent use of 
it, the stone has lost an iota of its former C9el64 
iMrity- 

Whatever might have been the orriainental 
qualities of this wonderful stone ih the days of 
yore, it has now no great ornaments to boast of. 
It is a plain-looking article, stron^y resembUng 
the knob or bottom of a crystal bottle; and 
were it not that Mr WiUox scdenifnly atoured 
us <^ bis having been told by the great Lord 
Henderknd himself, it must have at one time 
composed one of the Pleiades, we should have 
had much difficulty in believing it to oonfli«t of 
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any other substance ; but who could resist such 
rea^)ectable authority?* Although Mr Wil- 
lox informed us that a single collision with the 
ground i¥ouId instantly divest it of all its won- 
derful virtues, the stone certainly bears eoc 
JmAe marks of rough usage, and even such 
inauspicious accidents as coming into contact 
with the ground, or perhaps harder materials, in 
its time. However, the sUme itself will tell no se- 
crets, and on the subject of accidents of this 
sort, h is the proprietor-s interest to be equally 
mute 

But whatever may be the nature and quali- 
ties of this stone, its virtues are sufficiently no* 
torious. A single immersion of it into a hogs^ 
head of water, instantaneously communicates t6 
it such inconceivable virtue, that one drcp 
of it is sufficient to cure the most deq)erate 
case of witchcraft in the land. Nor do the pre- 

* J. A. Murray^ Esq. Advocate^ is supposed to have 
been the gentleman who discovered to Mr Willox this 
convenient piece of infbnnation regarding the original na< 
ture and use of the ttone. 
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vention and cure of witcl^craft alone constitute 
the stone's sole line of business ;— for a valuable 
reward, there is.no secret nor calamity natural 
to man or beast in all this wide world, but 
it will reveal or prevent. — Exempli gratia. 
Should some miserable vagabond of a thief, re- 
siding within the pale of Mr Willox^s celebrity, 
be so fool-hardy as to lay his dishonest hands 
upon the goods or chattels of a neighbour, re- 
covery of the goods, or at least an exposure of 
the thief, is the absolute consequence. The 
loser of the goods looks about him for his purse, 
and immediately proceeds to consult the Grand 
Oracle, Mr Grigor Willox, as to the person 
who had the effirontery to steal his goods* Mr 
Willox, willing to afford every information on 
reasonable terms, instantly produces the black 
stocking containing the stone, a single dip of 
which clearly developes the whole circumstance. 
After a long consultation, involving some inqui- 
ries as to suspected characters, the lynx-eyed 
Mr Willox easily recognizes some figures re- 
flected on the vessel containing the water by 
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the stone, conveying an exact representation of 
some old hag not very reputable for her habits, 
residing in the complainants neighbourhood ; 
and thus all doubt is removed as to his sus- 
picions being too well founded. 

It is no subject for wonder, then, that this 
Great Oracle should be so highly prized and 
suitably encouraged. With commendabte re- 
gard to the good of his beloved countrymeafi, 
Mr Willox is in the hdbit of occasimdBy mak- 
ing a tour of pleasure through the counties of 
Inverness, Ross, and Caithness, whence, aftar 
some weeks absence, he returns home, with the 
double satisfaction of thinking, that, while he 
has, in the course of his rambles, conferred the 
greatest benefit on suffering humanity, he has, 
at the same time, a good deal improved his own 
pecuniary resources. Those occasional peregri- 
natiohs of this gentleman are now become abso- 
lutely necessary. Funds are not only very low 
in these bad times, but Mr Willox is convinced 
more and more, every day he rises, of the truth 
of that proverb, A prophet has no honour in 
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his own country;'' and he therefore finds it no 
less his interei^t, than his duty, to take a trip, 
as occasion suggests, to see his friends in the 
Duigh Ttui, ♦ For the most part, however, he 
resides at his seat of Gaulrig in Strathavon, 
(usually called Strathdown,) where, like the late 
Doctor Samuel Solomon, inventor and proprie- 
tor of that renovating cordial the Balm of 6i- 
lead, he may be consulted, either personally or 
by letter post paid, on payment of the usual 
compliment of a pound note. Accordingly, there 
are pilgrimages made to Gaulrig as well as to 
Gilead House. T.t is no rare matter for the in- 
habitants of both sides of the Avon to fall in 
with unfortunate pilgrims, whose lopgitude of 
face and decrepitude of limbs indicate the extent 
of their misfortunes and the length of their jou)*- 
ney , inquiring the way for Taigh Maishter WU- 
lack. 

• North. 
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Yes^ let the rich deride, the proud disdain. 
The simple pleasures of the lowly train ; 
To me more dear, congenial to my heart. 
One native charm, than all the gloss of art. 

Goldsmith. 
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hallowfen; 

n 

Te powers of darkness and of hell> 
Propitious to the magic spell^ 
Who rule m sUenee o'er the i^lit> . ^ 
Be present now. 

Faakcxs. 



Of the whtAe series of annual festivaky Hak 
lowe^en farms the most impattatot occasion m the 
Hi^ilands of Scotland. The fascinating' round 
of varied enjojnBents the night presents to the 
young and juvemle-^e delightful peqps into 
fttturi:^ it afibrds to the enchanted lovep— and 
the fond reecdlectkms it revives in old age<«^l 
eonsfMre to render its approach more intere^g, 
and its cdebration more joyful^ than any other 
occanon within the compass of the year. Nat 
is the happy inftuenoe difhsed by Hallowe^en 
confined to the human class of the inhaUtants of 
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the Highlands alone ; most of the stspemahiral 
inhabitants are in some degree partakers in the 
general happiness. With the fairy community^ 
in particular, it is an OGca^on of peculiar gran- 
deur, as the great anniversary on which they are 
reviewed by Juld Nick, their nominal chief po- 
tentate, in person ; whilst many others of the 
classes treated of in the foreg(nng pages regard 
it as a night of no' ordinary pomp and jovialty. 

On this occasion of universal hilarity, the na-' 
tural coldness and jealousy which generally sub- 
sist between the human species and their super- 
natural neighbours, are changed into perfect 
harmony and benevolence. Like two bellige- 
rent armies, whose hostility towards each other 
is more the offspring of public duty than private 
resentm^t, and who, therefore, during the in- 
tervals of war, exhibit in their mutual inter- 
course the marks of personal good will— -so, in 
like manner, those two classes forget for the 
night all animosity, in their more laudaUe zeal 
to contribute to each other^s gratification. Nay, 
stem Satan himself relaxes for this night Inm 
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avarice ; and, alive to no other object than the 
promotion of universal enjoyments, dispatches 
showers of his emissaries to the several kiln- 
pots, peat-stacks, and bam-yards in the High- 
lands, to afford to those adventurers who decdre 
it, a peep into the secrets of futurity. 

Such a display of seeming benevolence, did it 
proceed from any other individual than Satan, 
could not fail to meet with some share of ap* 
phiuse. But heads of families, whose opinions 
are entitled to some respect, have been known 
to affirm, that Satan^s affected generosity on this 
occasion is nothing but a mere stratagem, for 
inveigling the more effectually the young and 
unwary into his vile snares ; and that he gets 
more game by those specious artifices than he 
could realize by any other means. Hence it is 
that the anxious parent this night, instead of 
extolling Satan'^s generosity, is so intent on mag- 
nifying his perfidy ; and in order the better to 
dissuade his offspring and family frcmi the dan- 
gerous practices of the night, detmls, without 
qualification, his numerous treacheries on simi* 
lar occasions. 
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But these ebulUtkms of the parent'^s jealousy 
of Satan^s practices are soon subdued. The 
bi^bdiied botde and bumper gtaiss will have a 
great effect in relaxing his heart of its illiberal 
suqncions. Speedily animated by the conciliat- 
ing qualities of the *^ barley hree^ and softened 
by the recoUectioQ of his own youthful frdics 
and manly deeds on amilar occasions, he no 
longer regards as a crime those practices whidi 
he recently condemned ; and the good-natured 
matron, bmg happy at her husband'^s felicity,^ 
and averse fo chide, they both tacitly conmre at 
the family^s indulgence in the customary arts of 
divination. 

Generally the first they try is pulUng the* 
stock of kail. Joining hand in hand th^ go 
forth to the kail-yard, previously blind-folded, 
lads, lasses, and diUdren, equally anxious ta 
have their fortunes told as their saiiors* P«iU* 
^ ing the first stock they meet with, they imme^ 
diately return to the light to have an ^amma* 
tion of its qualities ; its being large or Kttle, 
sliaigbt or crodced, it prophetic of the a»e and 
12 



HALLOWB*BK. 



shape of its puller'^s conjugal companioii. If any 
earth adheres to the root, it indicates tocher 
or fortune ; and the taste <^ the custoc or stem, 
whether sour or sweet, shows the nature of his 
diiqposition. 

They go next to the barn-yard, and pull each 
a stalk of oats, and according to the number of 
gruns upon the stalk the puller will have a cor- 
responding number of children. It may be ob- 
served, that it is essential to a female's good 
fame that her stalk should have the top-grain 
attached to it. 

An individual goes to the, bam, opens both 
its doors, then takes the instrument used in 
winnowing com, called a weeht, and goen 
through all the gestures of letting down com 
against the wind. This is repeated three seve- 
ral times, and the third time an appariuon will 
pass through the bam, in at the one door and 
out at the other, having a retinue emblematical 
of his or her station in life. 

A person goes privately to Tor^Orka^ or 
the kiln^pot, throws into it a .clew of trfue 
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thread, which the parson winds into a new clew. 
Towards the latter end something will hold the 
thread, on which the person demands, Who 
holds ?^ an answer will be returned by the agent 
below, by naming the Christian name and air- 
name of the person's future spouse. 

A person steals out unperceived to the peat^ 
stack— sows a handful of hemp-seed, calling 
out S(Hnething to the following effect : 

Hemp-seed I saw thee. 
Hemp-seed X saw thee. 
And he who is my true love 
Come after me and pu' thee." 

And, on looking over his shoulder, he sees the 
apparition of the person invoked in the attitude 
of pulling the hemp, which had immediately 
grown at the magic command. Or, if hemp- 
seed is not at hand, let the person take the 
floor-besom, which he will ride in the manner of 
a witch three times round the peat-stack, and 
the last time the apparition will appear to him. 

They go one or more to what is called a 
dead and Uvinffjbrdf or, in other words, a ford 
11 
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which has been crossed by a funeral, and ob- 
serving profound silence, dip the sleeve of their 
shiit in it. On returning home they go to bed 
in sight of a fire, and, lying awake in bed, they 
will observe an apparition, being an exact simi- 
litude of the grand object in questicoi, turn the 
shut-sleeve as if to dry the other side. 

An individual goes to a public road, which 
branches in three several directions, (i»e, the junc- 
ticm of three roads,) bearing with him the cutty 
or three-l^ged stool, on which the person seats 
himself just on the eve of twelve o'^clock; and, 
as the hour strikes, he hears proclaimed the 
names of the several persons who shall die in 
the parish before the next anniversary. Nota— 
If the person carries along with him articles of 
wearing-apparel, and throws an article away on 
the proclamation of each person^s name, it will 
rescue the person from his impending fate. 

These and some other out-of-door spells 
ha^g been tried, the parties return to the 
dwelling-house to bum the nuts. Burning the 
nuts is a very popular charm. They name a 
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lad and a lass to each particular.iiuty as they lay 
tb^ in the fire, and, accordingly, as they bum 
quietly, or start from beside one another, so 
the issue of the courtship will be. 

A person takes a candle and goes unattended 
to a. looking-glass — eats an apple before it, 
combing his or her hair all the while, occasion- 
ally holding over the shoulder a table-fork with 
a piece of the aj^e upon it, and ultimately the 
adventurer^s coi^ugal partner will be seen in the 
glasS) in the attitude of taking the proffered 
piece pf Apple. 

The9^ and some oth^ spells of less note, such 
aaidippii^ for the apple^ greying for the clean 
diak% which are generally known, and, there- 
fore^ need not be particularly described, joined 
to eadi individual's relaticm of the sights which 
he saw on the present and. former oc^ions, to- 
gether with the reflections they draw from 
" narrative old age,** briog the. well buttered 
sowans, or more favourite Banbrishd* upon 



* Switched cream. 
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,the table. The sonsie kebbock is roasted at the 
fire, and fangs cut down from end to end. 
Brandered bannocks, and every other luxury 
that can be procured, load the hospitable board. 
The welcome guests surround it; the silver 
head is bared with solemn reverence, and the 
temperate feast, qualified with a few rounds of 
the Boghtle dhuy is as much relished as if it 
consisted of the most delicious luxuries that 
crown a monarch's board. But the hours are 
too happy to remain long; — ^they flee like a 
shadow, and call the guests to their respective 
hoikies. Each swain and damsel now repose 
themselves on their pillows, full of those tendar 
emotions which the night^s amusements excited, 
and in their midnight slumbers see those ob« 
jects, whose image they so ardently wished to 
see in all their comeliness and beauty. 
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CHRISTMAS. 

The children of years to come shaU hear the fiune of 
Carthon^ when they sit round the burning oak^ and the 
night is spent in songs of old. 

OSSIAK. 

Christmas Ey£ is chiefly ^pent in prepaiu- 
tion for the succeeding days. The housewife is 
busily engaged in the provision and cooking pf 
dainties. The flaihnan still chaps in the bam, 
desirous of providing the necessary store of fod« 
der for the Christmas* The herd-boy^s axe re- 
sounds on the fir-stock, determined to prepare 
plenty of light, and the gudeman, and others, 
ire abroad on a not less important errand. 

This errand, on which vfe suppose the gude- 
man and his assistants employed, is the prociu-. 
ing of CaUuch NoUic, or Christmas Old Wife^ an 
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indispensable requisite for this occasion, and it 
will perhaps puzzle some of our readers, to guess 
the purpose for which the good woman is want- 
ed. If they suppose it is to contribute to the 
hilarity of the time, or to assist in the festive 
preparations, the idea is not very erroneous— 
the, old woman does so in a very effectual man- 
ner. But the return she meets with, however 
warm, will not be admired by the reader, when 
he is told, that it consists in being stowed into a 
cartful of burning peats, with as little ceremony 
and feeling as an old broom. This usage, so 
inconsistent with the Highlander's characteristic 
humanity, she does not, however, regard as a 
great punishment, for her feelings are as fire- 
proof as those of a Salamander. Indeed, it is 
no rare sight, though strange it must be, to see 
an honest woman, who has undergone the un- 
pleasant process of being Christmas fire to a 
circle of unfeeling fellows, perhaps oftener than 
once, heartily spinning at her wheel, and grati- 
fying those, it may be, who had a hand in the 
unfriendly act, with her marvellous tales. But 
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to a:void a eertaiii imputation whidb some ttt&y 
be indined to fix on us, H will be proper to ex^ 
piain our meaning. 

The reader will please understand^ that this 
gocid woman only undergoes this process by 
representation. Among those valuable dis« 
coveries which distinguish former ages, that 
which gave rise to this cu^m deserves notice. 
Smne wiseacre, by some lucky chance, discover- 
ed, th^it at this festive seasw, when the asperity 
of his character is probably mudi sdTtened, even 
relentless death himself can be compreins^ed 
with on vei^ advantageous termsw By the sa- 
crifice of an old woman, or any other body whom 
be wished in a better world, and whom, by the 
fbUowing process, be chose to send to it, death 
was debarred from any farther claim to himself, 
or bis friends, imtil the return of the next an- 
niversary. He went to the wood this n^t, 
fetdied home the stump of some witheiied tree» 
wUch he r^ularly constituted the repres^ta- 
tive of some person of the des^ptioa we have 
mentioned^ and whose docm was inei^itaMy fiat. 
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ed by the process, without resort or appeid. 
Such a nmide mode of obtaining security from 
a foe whom every body fears, could not be sup- 
posed to fall into desuetude ; and the custom is 
therefore retained, whatever faith may exist as 
to its utility, in some parts of the country, even 
to this day. 

But to return to the busy fireside whence we 
set out, we shall suj^pose the goodman and the 

carUnff^ arrived, and the other members of 
the family now relieved from their eager toil, 
with the old wife in the centre. The question 
now. is, how the remainder of the night is to be 
disposed of ? The nature of it requires, that it 
should be spent with giuety; and a game at 
cards, the clod, * or the bag, is generally ^JueA 

• The game called Clodhan/' or Clod, is a ftvonrite 
amusement with the youth in the Highlands. One of 
the company goes round the drde with a dod^ or some 
other article, putting his hand into each person's lap or 
hand, and leaves the clod with one of the number. The 
whole circle are then desii^ed to guess the person who 
]k)88e8se8 the dod, (he guessing lihe the rest to prevent 
suspicion,) when all those idio err are luljected to a 
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upon. At the orduwy hour, however, all re- 
tire to rest with minds bent on the morrow^s 
gratifications! and the house is soon changed 
from that scene of bustle and confusion it re- 
cently exhibited, to that of peaceful tranquillity, 
where nothing is heard but the slumbering of 
the inmates, and the growling bark of the faith- 
ful coUie on the midden-head. 

At. length the brightening glow of the eastern 
sky warns the anxious house-ma^d of the ap- 
proach of 

small penally, which shall he afterwards determined hy 
an appointed judge ; and, in the mean time, he -mijst 
deliver some pledge to enforce his compliance with the 
arbiter's decision. When a sufficient number of pledges 
are obtained, judgment is pronounced against their own- 
ers, who must redeem them, by doing various little pe- 
nances, some of which are sufficiently ludicrous. 

The bag is another popular juvenile amusement. One 
pops his head into a bag, holding his hand spread on his 
back, and the palm uppermost. One of the company, in 
rotation, strikes his hand, not unfrequently with all jus 
might, upon that of the person in the bag, who is desir- 
ed to guess who struck him last. If his guessing proves 
correct, the last striker then puts his head in the bag in 
bis turn. 



CHEISTMA» DAY. 
> She tise» full of eamety at the prospect oi W 
mormag laboum. The meal, which was steeped 
in the scmm-iawie a f<»rtingbt ago, to make the 
Prechdmchdcm sour, or sour 3eme$^ \% the first 
object of her attention. The gridbon \b piat on 
the fire, and the t»our «conei» are soon followed 
by hard cakes, soft cakes, buttered cakes, bran- 
dered baimoeks, and pannicb perm. The bak- 
ing bdng once over, the sowans pot succeeds 
the gridiraB, faU of new sowans, which are to 
be giten to the fiunil^, agreeaUy to custom, 
diis da^ m ihm beds. The sowai)» are boiled 
into the con^tence of molasses, when the La* 
ganJe-vrkh,* to (fistinguish it from boiled 
sowans, h ready. It is then poured into as 
many Uckers as there are individuals to partake 
of it, and presently served to the whole, old 
and young. It would suit well the pen of a 
Bums, or the pencil of a Hogarth, to paint the 
scene which follows. The ambrodal ibod is 



* Yeast-bread. 
I. 
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soon dispatched in aspiring draughts by the fa^ 
mily, who soon ^ve evident proofs of the en* 
livening effects of the LaganJe-vrifh. As soon 
as each dispatches his bicker, he jumps out of 
bed— the elder branches to examine the ominous 
^igns of the day, * and the younger to enter on 
its amusements. Flocking to the swing, a fa- 
vourite amusement on this Occasion, the young* 
est of the fiwnily get the first " shouder^ and 
the next oldest to him, in regular succession. 
In order to add the more to the spirit of the ex- 
ercise, it is a common practice with the person 
in the swmg^ and the person appointed to swing 
him, to enter into a very warm and humorous 
altercation. As the swinged person approaches 
the swinger, he exclaims, Eimi ia chal^ FU 
eat your kail.** To this the swinger replies, with 
a violent shove, CAa ni u mu chalf You shan^t 
eat my kail.*** These threats and repulses are 



* A black Christmas makes a fkt kirk-yard." A 
windy Christmas and a cakn Candlemaa are signs of a 
good year. 
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sometimes carried to such a hdght, as to break 
down or capsize the threatener, which generally 
puts an end to the quarrel. 

As the day advances, those minor amusements 
are terminated at the report of the gun, or the 
rattle of the ball-clubs— the gun inviting the 
marksman to the Kiavcmvchd^ or prize-shoot- 
ing, and the latter to lAuMrVoml^ or the ball 
combatants— both the principal sports of the 
day. A description of either of these sports is 
unnecessary, as nothing new distinguishes them 
from similar amusements in other places ; unless 
it be a consummate precinon in the marksman, 
and a vigorous intre^ndity in the ball combat- 
ants, that cannot perhaps be equalled by the 
peasantry of any^other country. 

Tired at length of the active amusements ot 
the field, they exchange them for the substantial 
entertainments of the table. Groanipg under the 

WMy hagg%8^ and many otiier savoury dain- 
ties, unseen for twelve months before, the relish 
communicated to the company, by the appear- 
ance of the festive board, is more easily con- 
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ostred than diuoribed. The dhmer cm» dte 
patched^ the fiowiiig bowl auooeedi^ and thb 
sparkling glass flies to and fro Hke a weaverV 
flhnttle. As it oontinues ka rounds, the spbAtk 
of the company beooase the more jornal and 
happj* Animated by its cheering influcaioe^ 
even old decrepitude no longer feds his habitual 
paina»^tbe fire of youth is in his eye, as he de^ 
tails to the company the expk»ts whidb dfetift^ 
guisbed hkft in the daya of <^ atdd tcmgsyne ;^ 
vhile the young, with hearts inflamed 

kttm wdf^ttrj^ long to ndongle m the moie 
]kvAy scenes of mirth, to* diqiky their prowesi 
and agility. Leaving tJna patnarctM to finish 
thoso profeanoM of fimdAip for each cKher, in 
which they are so deiToatly engi^ed, ^e younger 
part of the con^raay wiU shape their ooiunv to 
the faall^roGon, or the oard^taUe^ b» their m&mr 
dual inclinationa suggest ; aod^ rewaindor of 
the evenkig is spent wtk g^raatisal plasaure 
of whieh hunan nature is simeptiblfi^ Nor iriH 
this happy eveniti^ temioate the Ug ^ entos A of 
this occa»(tt. Chri9tffiaa mkMflQr a^akea aU 
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but old age, to a renewal of former hilarity. 
To age, however, there is no permanent enjoy- 
ment ordained in this sublunary state* The 
transient gleam of happiness which animated his 
feeble frame, has given place, with the cause of 
it, to a g]oom proportionate to his former joys. 
Headaches, rheumatisms, and other wonted in- 
firmities, are this day returned with more than 
usual virulence. He wakes only to recline his 
head on a pillow of sorrow, and to think on the 
days that are gone. 
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NEW-YEAR'S EVE. 
A gude New-Year I wish thee, Maggy." 

The Highlander's native proneness to festhre 
enjoyments, far firom being cloyed by recent se- 
ries of feasts and diversions, only receives from 
their speedy recurrence an additional exdte- 
ment. Anxious by all means to secure this oc- 
casion its accustomed share of hilarity, fresh 
schemes of amusanent are studied and promoted 
with unabated avidity. The pecuUar character 
of the time pre-eminently entitles it to every de- 
monstration of satisfaction which mankind can 
evince ; and it must be no small stimulus to the 
Highlander's laudable zeal, to see that in thb 
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he is imitated by beings whose abilities are far 
inferior to his own. 

We presume it is a drcumstmce that is very 
little known in other quarters of the kingdom, 
that, on this particular occasion, even the brute 
creiEition (if we may use the expression) have an 
instinctive knowledge of its auspices. In parti* 
cular, that admirable object of Highland curio«> 
rity, the Candlemas * BuU,'^ manifests no small 
degree of respect for the occasion. This strange 
and curious animal, which has so long escaped 
die observation of all the Sawon naturalists and 
astronomers that ever lived, has been long since 
discovered by our Highland philosophers* We 
say astronomers! because, however strange it' 
-may appear, this bull forms an olyect of specu- 
lation connected with thdr department of science. 
It must not, however, be inferred from this cir^ 



* The tenn Candlemas is applied to the New^Year in 
the Highlands. The origin of the term arose from some 
old religions ceremonies performed on this occasion by 
candlelight. 
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qginftftnoe, tlnit ^ is of tbiO^ odeatial qmncs 0f 
bulls dedgnated by astronomeKt to diflikinguiBh a 
partieulgr divUaon of the zodiac ; neitlitr is it of 
tbat tofxestriiil epm^ known to mturaUitamd 
cattle^ealery^it is <^ a epeoes diaiuict from 
both* Partaking togedier of the aerial and ter- 
restrial imture and qualities^ both the earth aod 
the air are equally its elements. This bull makes 
an annual excursion^ in some latitude or oHm^ 
about the twilight of UHsnightf no doubt in ho* 
nouri^ the occasion- He has, it is said^ n^ter 
wings nor any other oj^porent buoyanls ; butl^e 
takep advantage (tf the course of the wiad^ieo 
which he glides alon^ in jfeUowship widi the 
clouds, in a manner th^ would do credit to ijbe 
best aeronaut of the day. The particular plane 
of his ascensicA or descent, which yaries wiA 
the directum of the wind, camioi be ezaotly^aft- 
certained. Nor can we favour the curious with 
a minute description of its bodily appearance, 
since we never had the good fortune to be pre- 
sent when it was sew* All our informants, 
however, agree in representing it as of a very 



«40 



large tize^ the colour of a dark eloud, and hav* 
ii^ all the Hmbs of a oommon bull. * 

As Mxm at night sets in, it is the signal for 
the iuspenrion of common emp}o3mient8 ; and 
die H%lilander^s attention is directed to more 
agreeable and important callings. Associating 
^emsehres into bands, the men, with tethers and 
flResj diape their course towards the juniper 
bttdies, whidi are as much in request this night 
as knl is on Hallowe^en. Returning home with 
Herculean loaids, the juniper is arranged around 
^ fire ttf drf till the mommg* Some careful 
person is also di^Mitdied to the dead and Uving 
Jbrdi who draws a jntcher of water, obeerring 
idl the time the moot profound siloice. Great 



* We are totally unable to account for the origin of this 
fltnmge piece of snperatitlon. It Is mmeoessary to remark^ 
diat the olgect of this dehisiim is nothing b«t a paadng 
lioii4 Whidk thf permted imaginatisn of the oilglnal 
I|i|^Uander shapes into the form of a hull. There is 
something very ominous as to the art or direction in 
which the bull rises or &lls— we believe it to be prog- 
nostic of Its being s good or bad year. . 

l2 
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care must be taken that the vessd containing 
the water does not touch the ground, otherwise 
it would lose all its yirtues. These and every 
other necessary peculiar to the occaricm being 
provided, the inmates retire to rest for the night, 
full of the thoughts of the morrow. 

The Highlander'^s morning cheer this day is 
far less palataUe than that with which he 
served so comfortably on Christmas day. But 
if it be not so agreeable to his temporal inclina^ 
tions, it is far more benefidal to his spiritual in* 
terests. The Lagan-le-vrich, though very good 
in itself as a substantial dish, will do no more 
than satisfy for a time the cravings of nature* 
But the treat of which he partakes this day ex- 
tends its effects to the good of both soul and 
body. This treat, if we may so call it, is di- 
vided into two courses, whicb are productive of 
the following good effects. 

The first course, consbting of the Usque* 
Cashrichdf or water £rom the dead and living 
jf&rd, by its sacred virtues, preserves the High- 
lander, until the next anniversary, from all tboae 
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direful calamities proceeding from the agency oi^ 
all infernal spirits, witchcraft, evil eyes, and the 
like. And the second course, consisting of the 
fumes of juniper, not only removes whatever 
diseases, may afiect the human frame at the time, 
but it likewise fortifies the constitution against 
their future attacks. These courses of medicine 
are administered in the following manner : 

Light and fire h&ng kindled, and the neces- 
sary arrangements having l)een effected, the 
high priest of the ceremonies for the day, and 
bis assistants, proceed with the hallowed water 
to the sever^ beds in the house, and, by means 
of a large brush, sprinkles upon their occupants 
a profuse shower of the precious preservative, 
which, notwithstanding its salutary properties) 
they sometimes receive with jarring ingratitude. 

The first course being thus served, the seccmd 
isabout tobe administered— prdiminary to which, 
it is necessary to stuff all the jcrevices and win* 
dows in the house, even to the key-hole. This 
done, piles of juniper are' kindled into a confla- 
gcation in the differ^ apartments in the house^ 
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RiaiDg m fimUstio curb, the f iimet of Uie IbkiP 
iag jitmpo* spread along the roof, and gradual 
oottdenae tbeoMidveB into an (qpaque cloud, SSbig 
the i^xurtMent with an odoriferous fumigatloii 
altogether overpowering. Panetrating into tb^ 
imnoflt recesses of the patients^ sjrstem, (for pa- 
tients they may well be called,) it brings on m 
incessant shower of luocup{»ng, sneering, wheeled 
iag, and coughing, highly demonstradve of its _ 
expectorating qualities. But it not unfreqnenlly 
haf^p^ensy that young and thoughtless urcluns^ 
not relishing such j^Ayanc, and nmoindfri of the 
important benefits they reap fnom it, diverrify 
the scene by cries of suffocation and the lik^ 
which never £eu1 to call fmth from the more ret- 
flectii^ part of the funUy^ if able to wpeaky a 
very aev^e rqooof. Wdl knowing, howerer^ 
that the more intense the wmMkm^ them(»e 
pvKipitkMis are its effects, the high priest, wkb 
dripping eyes and distorted mouth, continues 
bis operations^ regardless of the feelings of his 
flocll^ until he conriders the doae fully suffioent 
-«4ipo8i whidi he opens the V€nty and the oi|h«r 
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<aDiVM^toadiiikthegenud flmd, to recorer ttte 
spnka of the adbausted patmits* He^Aeii pro^ * 
ceecb to gntify the bcMraes, <»ttle^ and other 
bestial stock m the town, with the fittne enters 
taimaent in thor torn. * 

Meanwhile, the gudewife gets up, renting 
the most latent embryo of disease in a copious 
eiqiectoration ; and clq>ping her hand upop the 
bottle dhu^ she administers a renovating cordial 
to the sufferers around her. The painful ordeal 
is therefore soon forgoUen, and nothmg k hewd 
bitt the salutatioas of the seasOT. All the flam^y 
now get up, to wash thdr besmeared faces, and 
jwepare themselves for the festivities of the day, 
and for receiving the viats of thair neighbours. 
These last soon arrive in bodies, venting upon 
the £unily broadsides of salutation peculiar to 

* It is belieyed that this extnuMrdinary entertainmeat 
is now administered in no part of the Highlands, except 
in Strathdown and its immediate neighhourhood. In that 
district, howeyer, the inhabitants generally attend to it, 
merely, it is belieyed, from the influence of inyeterate 
cuiloni. 
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the day.,* Breakfast bdng served up, consbt- 
mg of all the luxuries that can be procured, 
those of the neighbours not engaged are invited 
to partake of it ; and the day is terminated with 
balls, drinking, card parties, and other sports 
too tedious to be mentioned. 



* The literal esq^resdons used in the salutation appli- 
cable to this day in the Gaelic language, the writer could 
never perfectly comprehend. The literal translation of 
the words are, {Mu nose choil orst,) My Candlemas 
bond upon you." The real meaning of the words, how- 
ever, is, You owe me a New- Year's gift and it is a 
point of great emulation who will salute the other firsi-^ 
the one who does so being considered entitled to a gift 
from the persou so saluted.. 
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FASTEfTS EVE. 

And oft I hear your dearest name 
Whispered in my troubled dream/' 

The most substantial entertainment peculiar 
to this night is the matrimonial brose, which is a 
dish, we believe, well known throughout the 
country at large. This savoury dish is gener- 
ally made of the bree of a good fat jigget of 
beef or mutton, which, being sometimes a good 
while in reienhm^ renders the addition of salt 
to the meal unnecessary. Before the bree is put 
.in the bicker or plate, a ring i& mixed with the 
meal, which it will be the aim of every partaker 
to get. The first bicker being discussed^ the 
ring is put into two other bickers, successively ; 
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and should any of the candidates for matrimof^ 
find the ring more than once, he may rest Itt* 
sured of his marrying before the next anniver* 
sary. 

The brose, and plenty of other good ch^, 
being dispatched, the guests betake themselyes 
to another patt of the filet's entertainment* 
Soon as the ev^iing drde convenes, the fdU- 
mch Jwnit^ or sauty bannocks,** are resorted 
to* The csBiponent ingredients of those dain- 
ties are eggs and meal, and a sufficient quantity 
of lak, in lAvkr to fUBtttfli tluimciient aiMtli^ 
pnipffiaCe appeUatkm of ^ sonty.^ Theae 4tt. . 
giSedients, well mixed together/ are baked or 
toasted on l3ie griditen, and «re fegarded hf 
iid aaad ymag as a most deliciiHis treat ; and^ 
m nay be expected, they have a duttm actaciMd 
to them^ wbisik aoables the happy H^Uander 
to Awarm the otjgect of afi his spells— 4iis con- 
Biibial bedrfiellow* 

A suffidoit number of diose designed for tlie 
palate being prqpaied, the great or matrimonial 
bannodi is mad^ of which all the young people 
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in ttie house partake. Into the ingredients 
of it there is some particle intermixed, which, 
in the distribution^ will fall to the lot of some 
happy person, who may be sure, if not al- 
ready married, to be so before the next anniyer- 
saiy. 

Last of all are made the Bawnich Brtuider, 
or dreaming bannocks, to the ingredients com- 
posing which is added a little of that substance 
which chimney-sweeps call soot, and which con* 
tains some charm of which we have not yet 
oome to the knowledge. In baking these last 
biuHiod(8, the baker must be as mute as a stone 
-*one word would destroy the charm o{ the 
whole conearn. One is gtven to each indivi- 
dual, who dips off with it quietly to bed ; and, 
repomg hb head on his bannock, he will be 
gratiySed by a oght of has bebred in the course 
of his midnight slumbers. 
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BELTON EVE. 

*' Now the sun's gone out o' sight. 
Beet the ingle> snuff the light ; 
In glens the fkiries skip and dance> 
And witdies wallop o'er to France." 

Ramiat. 

Beltok Eve * is a night of connderable im« 
portance and of much anxiety to the Highland 
farmer, as bang the ,grand anniversary review 
night, on which all the tribes of witches, war- 
locks, wizards, and fairies, in the kingdom, ane 
to be reviewed by Satan and his chief generals 

* Belton is derived from two Gaelic words conjoined : 
''Paletein/' signiQring Pale's fire, and not Boats Jire^ as 
some suppose. The strange relic of Pagan idolatry which 
gave rise to this feast was no doubt introduced into these 
countries, like many others of our more prominent super- 
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ill person, and new candidates admitted into in« 
fernal orders. When such a troop, under such 
a commander, are let loose upon the community, 
it is natural to suppose that much misery and 
devastation will follow their train; and when 
rewards are only conferred on those most con- 
summate in wickedness, and those most adept 
in cutting diabolical cantrips, it is natural for 
every honest man to feel anxious that they may 



stitions^ by the Druids. Pales (of whom we read in the 
Heathenish mythologies) was the Goddess of Shepherds, 
and protectress of flocks. Her feast was always celebrated 
in the month of Aprils on which occasion no victim was 
killed^ and nothing was offered but the fruits of the 
earth. The shepherds purified their flocks with the 
smoke of sulphur^ juniper, boxwood, rosemafy, &Ck 
They then made a large fire, round whidi they danced, 
and oflered to the goddess milk, cheese, eg^, &c. hold* 
ing their faces towards the east^ and uttering ejaculations 
peculiar to the occasion. Those interesting relics of the 
religious opinions of our ancestors, imtil of late, remained 
pretty entire in some parts of the Highlands. But they 
have now, however, declined into those childish ceremo« 
nies above described. 
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not obtain promotion at his expence. In or^av 
dierefbre^ to .be perfectly secure firom th^ ms^, 
i^mations of so dangarous a societj, ev^ prub 
dent man will resent to those safeguards Am 
will keep them at the staff's end. Messengeae^ 
are therefore dispatched to the woods for ciu^ 
goes of the blessed rowan tree, the virtues cS 
whidi are well known. Being formed into thia 
shape of a cross, by means of a red thread, Ih^ 
virtues of which too are very eminait, those 
crosses are, with all due solemnity, inserted ilk 
the d^erent door lintels in the town, lyid pg0>r 
tect those premiss from the cantrips of the 
most diabolical witch in the universe. Caire 
should also be taken to insert one of them im 
the midday which has at all times been a ftr 
vourite site of rendexmms with the black ric^em 
hood. This cheaply purchased precaution onGb 
observed, the people of those countries will now 
go to bed as unconcernedly, and sleep as sound- 
ly^ as on any other nighL 

While those jiecessary i»*ecauti(Mis are in pre? 
paration, the matrcm or housekeeper is anpbyiQd 



jik i not he$ i^lvrestbgavoettkai to the juveoik 
gcfiertlioii) L e. bidung the Belton bannock). 
Next morning the childrai 9se presented eaidi 
ifhk a banmodii, ii4tb as much joy as an heir to 
aft Mate hoa titW4eed9; and bavmg their pockr 
efalpdl Uaed with cheese and t^ render 
the entertainment still more sumptuous^ they 
hasten to the place of assignation, to meet the 
little band assembled on the brow of some slop- 
ii^ hill, to reel their bannocks, and learn their 
fiiture fate. With hearty greetings they meet, 
and with their knives make the signs of life and 
death on their bannocks. These signs are a 
cross, or the sign of life, on the one side ; and 
a cjrpher, or the sign of death, on the other. 
This being done, the bannocks are all arranged 
in a line, and on their edges let down the hill. 
This process is repeated three times, and if the 
cross most frequently present itself, the owner 
will live to celebrate another Belton day ; but if 
the cypher is oftenest uppermost, he is doomed 
to die of course. This sure prophecy of diort 
1^ however, seldom spoils the appetites of the 
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unfortunate short-livers, who will handle their 
knives with as little rigns of death as their more 
fortunate companions. Assembling around a 
rousing fire of collected heath and brushwood, 
the ill-fated bannocks are soon demolished, a- 
midst the cheering and jollity of the youtliful 
association. 
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CHRISTENINGS. 

" When we sit bowsing at the nappy. 
And getting fa' and unco happy. 
We think not on the lang Scots miles. 
The mosses, waters, slaps, an' stiles." 

Burns. 

Having travelled over the prominent fea- 
tures whieh distinguish public annual festivities 
in the Highlands of Scotland, we shall now 
briefly direct the reader'^s attention to those 
particular occaidons which only interest privatei 
circles of friends; and of all these it may be 
aaidy that the birth and christening of a child 
forms one of the most pleasant and important* 
The fond parent, filled with those visionary 
hopes and expectations which the imagination is 
so apt to concave as the portion of those objects 
most dear to us, fSandes he beholds in his new 
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offspring the future hero or statesman, whose 
fragile hand may be destined to wield the sword 
of a general or the pen of a statesman. Such is 
the impression of the Highland parent in parti- 
cular — an impression in which he is perhaps 
confirmed by superior authority. The great 
utility and comfort derived from having the as- 
sistance of those wise people, whose experience 
and judgment enable them to discover those 
great destmies in an infant, is abundantly appa- 
rent ; and of this capacity most of the Highland 
matrona are possessed. It is no doubt this 
weighty cfmsideration that induces every honest 
WNaan to hftve Iicr own junto of natron coub- 
miiUttSy wkose presence i» as iadkpensabk oo 
the oecaaan o£ an accamheamA as that «f die 
aaxmekncr* If dieoffiq^ringis ason, itisttdy 
ikaae sags pbyviqgncimists will already trace m 
hkin&ntile limeamemB elcermgnsof that fofOEe 
gBHteeiv yAoA he k destked mm^ happy day 
to iatflmiff as w«ll as file strtking lesmUavee 
kefaenratohiiifatliev and metberr The gieal>- 
wn efisMha MewM^Mdnrtbey aetvrfattio 
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impress upon the oveijoyed father, (though, by 
the bye, he may have, had too many of those 
blessings before,) who is thus induced cheerfully 
to devote more of his little property than he can 
well afford, to ^ve the occasion its deserved eclat. 
Filled with pleasure, elated with hope. Highland 
hospitality has no bounds— a score of lives are 
sacrificed at the shrine of festivity, and all the 
neighbours and kinsmen invited to the christai- 
ing. The day arrived, the little great man des- 
tined to grace some name is arrayed in his robes 
of state, and confided to the care of the happy 
sponsors, who, (should the parson not attend 
the feast,) together with the company present, 
will proceed with him to the parsonage, to re* 
ceive the ordinance of baptism. On their re- 
turn, the guests assembled will pledge the health 
of their host and the BonheeUf or the sick wife, 
in overflowing bumpers — ^not forgetting young 
Donald, who, " may he thrivey'" every body 
praises for a fine child. 

The seating and tables being next sorted in 
some snug place, the feast ccmnnences with a 
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course of savoury soup, ivhich is pronouiK»d 
good by all. A succeeding course of broth, is 
still better ; and a third still better than the se- 
cond. Mutton and beef follow, each good in 
its kind. Plenty of fowls, equally delicious, are 
next ushered in, calling forth the unqualified 
praise of the guests, who, upon the whole, pro- 
nounce the banquet the most luxurious whidi 
they have seen for a long time before. The 
desert once dispatched, the flowing bowl suc- 
ceeds, and the rafters are made again to resound 
to the healths of the young hero and his parents. 
A long catalogue of those toasts and sentiments 
most congenial to the feelings of the company, 
are next drank with the greatest glee ; and bowl 
after bowl is speedily drained " to Jriendship'^ 
growth^ the effects of which bespeak themselves 
in the aspect of the company. 

Enveloped in a cloud of tobacco-smoke, in one 
comer a hamlet politician is retailing to his half- 
attentive neighbour the various news of the day. 
Another guest is as warmly engaged in the 
praise of his wife, his horses, or his cattle ; and 
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another is eagerly soliciting attention to his im- 
proved mode of ploughing his ground, sowing 
his turnips, and planting his potatoes. At 
length, when the house begins to revolve, each 
thinks it time to withdraw. The officious mid- 
wife then comes to the door, full of kind in- 
quiries, if each has got his own plaid, bonnet, 
and staflp ; and being rewarded for her attention 
by the customary daucewTy she wishes them all a 
good night and a pleasant journey. 
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WEDDINGS. 

" Was ne'er in Scotland heard or seen 

Sic dancing and deray ; 
Noutber at Falkland on ihe green^ 

Nor Peebles at the play*" 

Kim Jambs I. 

Interesting as a christening undoubtedly is 
to the parents of the child, it is, neither in a 
public nor private sense, so happy an occasion 
as that which we are about to describe. M 
there is any thing under the son in which true 
happiness really consists, we are told it is in the 
consununation of a niarriage; where the parties, 
uninfluenced by sordid motives, are entirely 
brought together by the magnetic power of love. 
Of such a desoiption the Highland marriages 
are in general. The lower classes,' being pretty 
equal in their circumstances, policy and interest 
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have less influence in their marriages than is the 
case with any other rank of people ; and eooBt^ 
quently the parties are left more to the unbiasBedi 
dictates of their own voluntary choice. 

When a couple of young lovers propose to 
get married, the nearest relations of both 
parties meet to take the case into conader. 
ation ; and, in general, it is no difficult matter 
for the lovers and their advocates to get a deci- 
sion consonant to their incUnations. This is 
called the booking leuructT) or contract, 
which is very often ratified by no other cove^ 
nant than a few bottles of whisky. If the par- 
ties c(»ne to an imderstanding, the lovers are 
immediately declared bride and bridegnXHn; 
and some Tuesday or Thursday in the growth 
of the moon is fixed upon iot the celebratxm of 
the nuptials. Meanwhile, to sustain the dignity 
ci the bridal paar, JGrom motives of pcdicy as 
* ' well as of state, they select from thdr kinsmen 
two trustworthy persons each, who are delegated 
to the other~the' male to protect the party frm 
being stolen, (a practice once commcni, and not 

I 
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yet extinct,) and the female to act as maid of 
boDour and lady of the bedchamber on the bri- 
dal occasion. 

A few days prior to the bridal day, the pat- 
ties, with their attendants, perainbulate the coun- 
try, inviting the guests, on which occasion they 
meet with marked attention from old and young. 
The invitations are all deUvered to the parties 
propria persona at their firesides ; and if the 
wedding is to be a cheap one, a small present 
is sometimes offered to the bride, and accepted 

of* » ^ r 

On the morning of the wedding^ay, scnne 
lady, who is above the ordinary level, and who 
has been constituted mistress of the ceremonies 
for the day, arrives to deck the bride iti her 
splendid habiliments. She is received by the 
clean white bride, previously prepared toi her 
by a duck in the cold bath; and, retiring to 
the wardrobe chamber, she is speedily metamor- 
|diosed from a sonsy country lassie'' into a 
d9wnright lady— at least, if mUslins and ribbons 
are all that is requisite to confer this distinction^ 
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she is entitled to it. The bridegroom, too, at 
his apartments, has his own decorators, who 
deck him out most splendidly with marriage 
favours and other ornaments suitable to the oc* 
casion. 

Meanwhile, repeated voUies of musketry sum* 
mon the guests to the wed^ng. Mounted on 
his palfry, each " crony'' shapes his course to 
the house to which he was invited ; while droves 
of youngsters flock along the road, whose hearts 
at every shot are bounding with joy. On their 
arrival, they are ushered into the breakfasting 
apartment, to partake of the forenoon's enter- 
tainment, consisting of good milk porridge and 
cream, on which they fare very sumptuously. 
After this mid-day repast, they are led to the 
ball-room, or dancing apartment, to share iti its 
enjoyment. Here the bride or bridegroom is 
seated at the upper end of the ball-room, and 
receives the company, as they successively ar- 
rive, with great pomp and ceremony ; and the 
dancing and mirth is prolonged for some hours. 

At the time appointed, the bridegroom selects 
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a party of young men, who are dispatched to 
summcm the bride and her party to the marriage 
eeremony. Their aj^furoach is announced hj 
sbowm of musketry opened upon them by 
some of the bride's men, and returned, mo^t <^ 
the guests being furnished with pistols. The 
faride^s party acoordin^y prepare themselves for 
the procession. The bride is mounted upon 
some canmf charger bdiind an expert rider; 
drams go round to her health and prosperity ; 
and, the onnpany being all in readiness, she 
leaves her native residence for another^ amidst 
the cheers md Jbu^-de^oie of the assendJy. 
Marching to the sound q£ the insfnring bag- 
pq>es, and the discharge of fice-arms^ the bride^s 
party proceed to the place appcnnted far th« 
marrii^. The brid^o(»a'*s, party foUow at 
some Uttle distance ; and, both arrived at the 
appointed place of rendezvous, the brid^room^s 
party stand in the rear till the bride^s party en- 
ter the meeting-house, agreeaUy to the rules of 
precedence, which on this occaskm are decided* 
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ly in favour of the bride m all the proceedings 
of the day. 

Soon as the Hymeneal knot is tied, the can. 

didates for the honour of womiing the kail^ as 

they call it, drire off peU-meU for the bridegroom's 

honse, horsemen and footmen pronriscuously. 

Both parties, now mingled together, proceed 

with multitudinous jovialty towards the bride- 

groom% the scene of the future festivities of the 

night A volley of fire-arms announce their ar« 

rival ; and the company assembled at the door, 

to welcome the bride, assail her with a basket of 

the bridal bread and cheese, the properties of 

which are well known. The bridal pair are then^ 

seated at the upper end of the banquet, and the 

guests are arrayed, according to their quality, 

around the far-exten<£ng tables, formed of doors, 

chests, and cart bottoms, sustained by sturdy 

supporters of wood or stone ; and wooden beams 

and deals for chairs, in common form. The 

more plebeian part of the guests, freely cBs* 

posed of in the stables or byres, make them^* 

selves very comfortable with their cheer. 
m2 
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Shortly the waiters come round the circle^ 
presenting each with a spoon, which he mast 
carefully return when done with it. The spoon 
is followed with the hardly-contested kail. Af- 
ter this, a remove of savoury broth is presently 
brought in*; of whidi all having partaken, the 
still more delicious <^ hotck-potch" succeeds. 
Then follow fowl of every feather, and ev^y 
beast and creeping thing— 

^ Hind and fore spalls of a sheep 
Drew whittles firae ilk sheath ; 
Wi' gravie a' their beards did creeps 
They kempit wi' their teeth." 

The <£nner being over, the shemit reel^ is 
the next object of attention. All the oompai^ 
assemble on the lawn with flambeaux, /md form 
into a circle. The bridal pair and thdr retinue 
then dance a Axsome redy each putting a piece 
of ffllver into the musidan^s band. Those de- 
sirous may then succeed, and dance with the 
bride and the two maids of honour; and are 
gratified at the commencement and termination 
of each reel by the usual salutes^ 
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la tlie me^time, the stewards of the feast 
Imviog removed the temporary erections from 
th^ dancing apartments, the shemit reel being 
. ov^er, the guests re-occupy their seats in the ori- 
^al order, and dancing and mirth is again re- 
i^umed. Tartan plaids, 4>^eading in every cor- 
ner, invite the fair to take shelter in those most 
congenial to their inclinations. The jovial smil- 
ing bowl, now reekmg in a comer, allures to its 
side its votaries— the circling glass adds addi- 
tional stimulus to the riotous spirit of the com- 
pany* In short. Pleasure presents herself for 
courtship in all her luring forms. 

As the night advances, the company grow^ 
stiU more happy. The numerous ills of the 
human lot, which at other times so much afflict 
them, now cause them no concern ; on the con- 
trary, they are entirely full of its pleasures. 
Hence, all the comers of the house, instead of 
ikclamations against the infirmities of age, or 
the biidness of the times, are full of the happiest 
communications. Opportunities long sought for 
declaring secret friendship have now occurred^ 
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and the warmth with which they are expressed 
forcibly bespeak their fervency. Twopatriardis 
had long indulged the hope of seeing an ho- 
nourable alliance betwixt their families, v Both 
honest and respectable, the union of th^ chil- 
dren would be a highly suitable match; and 
should such a desirable event ever occur, thare 
was a black stocking in secret, which would 
spew on the occauon of the wedding.^ In an- 
other, you znay see two hearty grey-beards^ 
whose lodged hands mid contacting noddles 
show the closeness of th^ friendship, rela^g 
to each other, with much comfdacency, those 
tales of <^ aidd langsg^ie^ in which they them>- 
selves acted so prominent a part In another 
COTner, the fond lover, with his deariy beloved 
locked in his af^donate embrace, melting her 
heart with his i^ing strains ; and in another, $ 
the vocal choir, whose throats ci steel voeiferate 
their harmonious ditties on the gratified ears of 
the company ; while, on the t<^ of a bed, or at • 
the back of the Aoaty the juvenile part of the 
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guests, assembled in tumukuons rabble, will 
also join their voices in the general uproar. 

On the floor the dancers are beyond compaire. 
Fired with emulation who diall win iht dcmcCy 
every nerve aiod Bmscle is pot in active exer- 
cise. The lads axe gaining greater agili^ every 
suGcesrive reel ; while, in the langui^ of the 
poet, 

^ The lasses babM about the red, 

Crarl a* their hurdles wallop. 
And swat like ponies when they syed 

tip bracs^ or when they gallop** 

This scene last» fbr some hounv until the pre* 
aence of day warns the bride to jvepaxe fear the 
bedding. Widiing, if possiUe, to elcrie the 
pnMic gaze, she attempts to steal away pi* 
valely, when, observed by some vigiknt eye^ 
her departure is announced^ and all push to the 
Inpidal chamber. 

The door is instantly fSorced open, and the 
devoted Imde, divested of all her braw^ and 
e^aipppA nearly to the state of nature, is jdaced 
in bed in presence of the whole (xmjpaaj* Her 
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left Stocking is then fliing, and falls upon soine 
individual, whose turn to the Hymeneal altar, 
will be the next* The bridegroom, next led in, 
is as rapidly demolished, and cosily stowed along- 
side of his darling. A bottle and glass being 
then handed to the bridegroom, he rewards the 
friendliness of those who come forward to offer 
their congratulations, with a flowing bumper* 
When the numerous levee have severally paid 
their court, they retire, and leave the young 
couple to repose 

On returning to the grand scene of festivity, 
we shall find that the aspect of the company 
there has suffered no small alteration during 
our absence* Overpowered by the peculiar 
fluence of the ardent friendship whicb fills the 
elder branches of the company, those boisterous 
expresdons of . esteem which recently occupied 
them so much, have dedined into the calmest 
complacenqr. Overcome by the most unjqpefik- 
able sensations, the tongue, which was lutely 'so 
voiuUe, has tc^ly failed. Those legs; whidi 
but a few boiurs.ago displayed the greatest agk. 
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lity, have now refused their office; and the 
whole machine is become p^ectly unmeldy 
and unmanageable: 

^ In their mawes there was na mank; 

Upon the firms some snor'd ; 
Itbers frae aff the bmikers sank, 

Wi' een like collops scor'd." 

Seated by the victorious bowl^ the Far Ctiil is 
still engaged in his musical vocation. With 
bow alternately above and below the strings, he 
is earnestly employed at TuOochgorum^ while 
cries for the same spring, proceeding from the 
dancers on the floor, incessantly ring on his ears. 
Insensible to time or measure, some of the young 
people still wallop on the floor, and unabated 
clamour rdgns throughout the house. 

Meanwhile, all the avenues leading firom the 
town are thronged with retiring guests <^ career- 
ing^ on their way home; and the company is 
ultimately reduced to the immediate friends 
and relations of the young couple, who wait to 
offer their morning congratulations. When the 
bndal pair are supposed to have reposed them^ 
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selves soffidently long, they are warned to get 
up, to prepaid for the breddhBt and the morn- 
ing levee. On entering the grand breakfasting 
parlouTj the whde concourse of friends receive 
43i&ai with showers of conpliiiients and congra* 
tulatioAs, accompanied by such gifts as may be 
convenient ; and yesterday^s scene of festivity 
is again renewed^ and pndonged for the day. 
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WAKES. 

" Bat torn to yonder doister'd gloom> 
Where pallid Sorrow leads the wajs 

To muse upon some halloVd tomb^ 
Where Friendship's dearest relics lie." 

W.& 

Shobt and unstable are the jojrs of man 
How often does it happen^ that sach ardent 
scenes of pleasure as we hare been just endea- 
Youring to describe^ are but like the gleam 
which precedes the storm-— a prelude to direful 
woe! Oft has the tender parent, or loving 
child, who but yesterday animated such a scene 
of festivity, to-day exhilnted the most deq)ond- 
ing spectacle which human nature can witness. 
Those eyes, which then sparkled at the pibroches 
harmonious sounds, are now sealed for ever; 
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and his relations and friends are involved in 
grief more vehement than their former joys. 

Prone to partake in his neighbour's joys, the 
Highlander, on such occasions as this, is equally 
ready to diare in his sorrows; and wiH not 
grudge to contribute his exertions, by night as 
well as by day, to add to his comfort or conso- 
lation. On the last offices of friendship being 
performed, the body is laid on a bed in that 
apartment of the house most commodious and 
suitable for the company ; and the neighbours 
immediately collect in bands, to watch over the 
remmns of departed friendship. During the si- 
lent hours of midnight, the solemnity of the oc- 
caidon is heightened by the sound of sacred 
praise, and reading of the blessed Grospel. Such 
are now the laudable employments which have 
assumed the place of that revelry which former- 
ly disgraced the Highland wakes — ^when im- 
npderate drinking, dancing, wanton levity, and 
profane amusements, were the prominent fea- 
tures of such an assembly. It is true, the mo- 
derate use of liquor, and singing of sotigs, are 
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still tolerated ; but excess on these occasions is 
now unknown. On the departure of every 
group, one of the friends in attendance con- 
ducts them to the melancholy bieri when each 
generally testifies the ardour of his friendship 
by shaking the hand, which now cannot feel 
his proffered kindness, and retires full of those 
solemn reflections which the scene is calculated 
to produce. 
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FUNERALS. 

" In some fond breast still lives the hce, 
Its wonted smile> the darling fonn> 

Which awful death cannot e&ice. 
However much it may deform." 

W. S. 

Ok the third day after the defunct's decease, 
if the person occupied no station above the or- 
dinary level, the body will be led to its destined 
abode. This sorrowful day is early distinguished 
by melancholy arranganents. Verbal warnings 
having been previously circulated to the male 
inhabitants of the district, large and timeous 
preparations are necessary for th^ accommo- 
dation and entertainment. While the seating 
of the apartments destined to receive the com- 
pany occupies the men, the arrangement of the 
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entertainment occupies no less the attention of 
the wom^. In the meanwhile, the relations 
and family of the deceased attire themselves in 
the best mournings thar circumstances can af- 
fintl, and prepare themsdves for going through 
the duties of the day with all possible fortitude 
and decency. The arriyal of the wooden house 
of death, and the deposition of its inhabitant, 
early call forth many a righ and tear at the part- 
ing which is about to take place* But the clos- 
ing of the coffin is deferred till the eve of re- 
moval. 

About twdve o^dock, the company, or, to 
apeak more properly^ the guests, successively 
airive in scattered groups, dressed in all the 
vari^ted colours of the rainbow ; and are re- 
ceived by some near connection of the deceased, 
who conducts them to the place appointed for 
their station. 

With becoming gravity they take their seats, 
oondding very feelingly with the present friends 
on their lamentable loss, and carry on tor a while 
aeonversation very suitable to the business which 
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brought them together. They are each served 
on their arrival with what is called a dram of 
dry whisky^ and some fit person is appointed 
to keep the glass in active circulation. To him 
is also delegated a discretionary power of impos- 
ing extra penalties on late comers, who must 
compensate for their absence by drinking a 
double quantity on their arrival. 
I Thus, all equally well plied with the enliven- 
ing glass, the solemn aspect of the company is 
soon changed into a mixture of sorrow and joy. 
The moralist, who so recently uttered such sage 
reflections upon the shortness of life and its un- 
certainty, is transformed by some secret influence 
into the sprightly wit, whose humorous jokes 
and repartees continually agitate the risible 
powers of his audience. In short, the house of 
mourning is rapidly changing into a house of 
mirth ; and sach would be the opinion of any 
stranger who might visit the scene. 

As soon as he i^proaches the door of the 
meetmgJumse^ his ears are assailed with a con- 
fusion of sounds, which conveys to him the idea 
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of entering a house full of bees. Seated in 
double rows, extending from one end of the 
house to the other, he finds it literally crammed, 
not with bees, but Higlilandmen of every age 
and condition. In each end of the house he 
sees overflowing bowls, and, walking to and fro, 
a host of waiters, bearing the full and empty 
glasses of the company, followed by others with 
bread and cheese, which are Uberally distributed 
amongst the guests. Being seated in the place 
befitting his rank or station, if curiosity leads 
him to a closer examination of the complexion 
of his company, he will not be a little amused 
at the diversity of feeUngs and conversation dis- 
tinguishing the individuals composing it. If the 
victor or stranger whom we have supposed, is of 
a serious cast of mind, and if he addresses him- 
sdf to his elbow neighbour on the solemn cha- 
racter of the occasion, and laments the pitiful 
state of the family that may be thus deprived of 
their parent or provider — ^perhaps, if he Hstens 
for a moment with counterfeited seriousness, the 
sprightly sally of a rustic wit rings upon his ear, 
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and a horse-hugh immediately shows the sp9C* 
tator he has no great relish for his subject. If, 
again, he addresses himself to one of a less jo- 
vial temperament, who has not yet been so much 
affected by the general injfedion upon the saiAe 
subject, he will perhaps acknowledge the just* 
ness of his obserraticms with a agnificant shafce 
of the head, declaring, at the same time, the 
poignani^ of his sorrow for the deceased, who, 
now peace to him, was the best of souls.** But, 
at the same time, and in the same breath, he 
will make a digression to the alarming depreda- 
tion of agricultural produce, and the consequent 
inevitable ruin of poor farmers, if they do not 
immediately get a reduction of the one half of 
thdr rents ; and the concern he evinces for both 
matters makes it difficult to determine which 
loss he conriders the greater calamity. Listen* 
ing to the various topics of conversation discussed 
by the company in general, he will find serious- 
ness form no part of it Having already suffi- 
ciently moralized on the evils of life, they are 
now resolved to confine themsdves entirely to its 
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goods. Death, low prices, and high rents, have 
now given place to balls, feasts, and diversions. 
One group is warmly engaged in scheming a 
dry or a wet baU another group is warmly 
expatiating upon the good signs of the year, 
corroborated as they are by the annual prog'- 
nostic;^ and others, are as wjormly engaged in- 
recriminating each other for tfieir notorious gid^ 
lantries, and the like; while a good spring, a 
good harvest, and ready sale to sheep and cat* 
tie, are drunk by all with the ^eatest enthu- 
siasm. All are beocnne suddenly acquainted 
with the proverb, A pound of care will not 
pay an ounce of debt and therefore they are 
determined to spend life in friendship and good, 
hopes. In obedience to this wholesome resolu- 
tion, each crony, as he gives his neighbour the 
hand, will also give him the pipe or the snee^ 
shan mill,'' and would be very sorry to see him 
ill used in a " pfe^j'' or any such cause, witi^xt 
rendering him a helping hand. 

As the drinking continues, the company be- 
come still more noisy. Repetitions of toastSji the 
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vacant laugh, and incoherent exclamadon, min- 
gled with a few little oaths, are what perpetually 
burst upon the ear; and the sequel of such un- 
hallowed carousals exhibit but too frequently a 
scene of the most improper levity. * 

Far different, however, are the feelings and 
conduct of those mournful individuals, who oc- . 
cupy another apartment, where the affectionate 
widow or fatherless orphans are now ass^mbledf 
to take the last and long farewell of the relics ci 
love. In deep dismay, behold the sorrowing 
group bending over the dear remains, absorbed 
in frantic woe, bathing with their tears unfeeling 
death, insensible to all their sorrows. 

* Let not ike Highland reader be led to view this de- 
scription of a Highland funeral as casting any reflection 
on his moral or religious character. Whatever ill-timed 
levity he may manifest on sach an occasion^ the blame 
must be ascribed^ not to him^ but to that evU spirit, the " 
usquebaugh^ the real cause it We cannot, however, 
help regretting, that either the ill-judged hospitality of 
the entertainer^ or his own social habits, should expose 
him on this particular occasion to the unruly influence of 
his demoralizing countryman. 

4 
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When the weeping relatives have severally 
bade the corpse the last adieu, by imparting the 
farewell kiss to the cold and pallid lip of death, 
{which, nevertheless, is perhaps the sweetest we 
ever impart,) the dearest form is for ever con- 
cealed from their view. 

^' Long on tlie lip the Idit will dwells 
And on the ear the mournf\d sigh^ 

Which seal'd the last and fond &rewell^ 
And forg'd a bond time can't untie." 

The necessary arrangements being effected, 
the coffin is brought forth, surrounded by the 
bereaved friends, and bound on the hanspecJcs 
on some convenient supports at the door; and 
when time will no longer permit the guests to 
indulge in their hilarity, an unwelcome summons 
invites them to their duty. Issuing foith tumul- 
tuously, they surround their charge ; and all 
the x^ders being provided with their horses, the 
signal for setting off is given. The female rela- 
tions, according to the custom oi some countries, 
get the first lift, and the supports on which the 
body was bound being carefully overturned, for 
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scHne reason best known to the wise men of the 
day^ the multitudmous procession takes the 
road. 

At this moment a scene presents itself to the^ 
cod spectator, wholly without a parallel. The 
various habiliments of the company — riders and 
pedestrians mingled together — the sound of the 
horses — and the united clamour of the multi- 
tude — ^are altogether striking. At one time, the 
expressions of mirth predominate; while, at 
others, the heart-rending lamentations of the fe- 
jQoale relations of the defunct prevail, and in 
their turn vibrate upon the ear. The wcnnen, 
;at length unwillingly disentangled from the 
body, return home with mournful wailing, and 
the procession continues its course to its desti- 
nation. Too many of the company are some^ 
times more intent upon their own pleasures 
than mindful of their business, roving about 
in scattered parties; while others exhibit, in 
their attention, a pattern of correctness and de- 
corum ; and, warmly enumerating the good qua^ 
lities of the deceased, descant on the happy 
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change he has made — at the same time walking 
I with a careful step, lest an unfortunate fall be- 
I neath the body should doom themselves to share 

his enviable lot. * 

I At length, arrived at the mansions of the 
dead, the body is lowered into its drear abode, 
I amidst the sorrowing of some and the insensibi- 
lity of others. The slate planted on the grave 
terminates its earthly career, and consigns it for 
ever to the land of forgetfulness. 

Yet^ though consign'd to death's dark shade^ 
' • And ever hid from mortal view. 

Still constant liove, by Fancy led. 
The dreary scene will oft review." 



* A &11 sustained by a person, while supporting the 
body, is ominous of the person's speedy death. It may 
also be remarked^ that it is considered very imprudent ta 
look at a passing funeral from the door of the house, or 
from a window having a sione linieL 

THE END. 
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